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NEW YORK STATE
OFFICE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
GUIDANCE ON INITIAL TRAFFICKING
 INTERVIEW TOOL FOR YOUTH
This tool is recommended for use with youth who are age 12 or older.
1. Agencies should not incorporate the New York State Office of Children and Family Services Initial Trafficking Interview Tool for Youth into practice until this guidance has been read and understood. Each agency should consider this guidance and develop its own protocol for when and how the Initial Trafficking Interview Tool for Youth may be administered.
2. If a youth is known to have experienced CSEC or trafficking do not use the tool; instead, refer to the Next Steps instructions following the tool.
3. The Initial Trafficking Interview Tool for Youth is designed to be administered directly to youth. It can be used by child welfare, voluntary agency, RHY, DJJOY, and other child-serving professionals to gather information related to trafficking and/or sexual exploitation a youth may have experienced. Use of this tool is not required by OCFS but it can be used to gather information  to complete the Rapid Indicator Tool (OCFS-3921) and the Child Sex Trafficking Indicators Tool (OCFS-3920) required for some youth per OCFS’s Requirements to Identify, Document, Report, and Provide Services to Child Sex Trafficking Victims policy. It may also be used to assist in the discussions with youth upon their return from being missing, abducted or absent from care without consent. 
Note: Questions that are underlined indicate a youth is at risk of or has experienced trafficking or CSEC. Should a youth covered by the Requirements to Identify, Document, Report, and Provide Services to Child Sex Trafficking Victims policy answers ‘yes’ to an underlined question in this tool, the Child Sex Trafficking Indicators Tool (OCFS-3920) must be completed and documented in CONNECTIONS, unless it has already been completed and no new information that needs to be updated was obtained through this tool. 
4. Before administering the tool to a youth, clearly explain to him or her the purpose of the questions you will ask, and how the information might be used and shared. Be clear about the limits of confidentiality should a disclosure be made. At all times, follow all existing state and federal rules, regulations, and policies related to confidentiality.
5. Because of the sensitive nature of the information collected through this tool, it is advised that the tool not be used until some rapport is developed. It is recommended that the tool be administered during a professional’s third or fourth meeting with a youth. This tool should not be administered when other persons, including a youth’s caregiver(s), are present. 
6. It is strongly advised that professionals administering the tool to youth are comfortable talking with youth about sex and sexual acts. Youth who observe a professional’s discomfort discussing sex are less likely to disclose information about trafficking or exploitative experiences. 
7. The tool should not be administered to a youth in crisis. Professionals should ensure youth have had access to food, sleep, appropriate clothing, etc. before administering the tool. Tissues, water, and other items that might make the youth comfortable should be available whenever possible. 
8.  If the youth exhibits signs of anxiety at any point during the use of the Initial Trafficking Interview Tool for Youth, professionals should stop using the tool immediately and help the youth to deescalate using grounding techniques. The youth should be reminded that completing the tool is voluntary and he or she can stop participating at any time without negative repercussion. Do not insist that youth answer questions.
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9. While administering the tool, professionals should look for indications of fear or discomfort. These may be non-verbal signs that a youth is unwilling to disclose something. Youth should not be pushed to disclose information, but observed discomfort should be noted in the youth’s file so it may be discussed in a clinical setting as appropriate.
10. The language contained in the tool may be viewed as guidance rather than a firm script. As long as professionals do not alter the meaning of the questions, they are encouraged to adapt the language provided in the tool as necessary to make the youth comfortable and to ensure the youth understands what is being asked. 
11. The answers to the questions should be “yes” or “no” (unless the question designates otherwise or the youth is forthcoming with information without prompting from the screener). It is not important to know which of the items on questions 8 or 16 are triggered – only a yes or no response is requested.
Note: Because this is a screening tool rather than an assessment tool, professionals should not ask follow-up questions to obtain more details, but should be open to allowing youth to share information voluntarily. Additional information can be gathered by the case worker, social worker, or other appropriate professional as necessary after the tool is administered.
12. Guidance on scoring and next steps is included at the end of the screening tool. Professionals should be aware of their agency’s existing policies, procedures, and protocols for next steps before administering the tool.
	
	For further guidance and general questions about human trafficking contact:
HumanTrafficking@ocfs.ny.gov
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NEW YORK STATE
OFFICE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
INITIAL TRAFFICKING INTERVIEW TOOL FOR YOUTH
Do not use this tool until you have read and understood the attached New York State Office of Children and Family Services Guidance on Initial Trafficking Interview Tool for Youth.
If at any point during the use of the Initial Trafficking Interview Tool for Youth the youth exhibits signs of anxiety, professionals should stop using the tool immediately and help the youth to deescalate using grounding techniques. The youth should be reminded that completing the tool is voluntary and they can stop participating at any time without negative repercussion. Do not insist that questions be answered.
Do not read anything in bold letters out loud. These are instructions just for you. Read each question in the order in which it appears and record the youth’s response in the space provided.  
	[bookmark: Text1]Youth’s Unique Identifier:      


BEGIN:
Many young people face difficult choices in order to protect and care for themselves.  I would like to ask you some questions about the difficult choices you might have made in the past. You may have also found yourself in a position where you did not feel you had a choice to make. Our job is to help you sort these things out, make sure you are getting services and supports that will help you reach your goals, and, most importantly, make sure you are safe and feel safe. 
These questions are about your work experience and also about sex.
I want to stress that answering these questions is voluntary. You can choose to answer all of them, some of them, or none of them. It is totally up to you. If you want me to stop asking these questions, just let me know and I will stop immediately.  
	1. Have you ever had a job or some way to make money? Think about jobs that were legal, under the table, or part of the street economy. This is the ‘work’ I’m asking about for the rest of this section.
	[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]|_| YES     |_| NO   

	2. Have you ever worked and not been paid, or worked and been paid in something other than money? 

	|_| YES     |_| NO   

	3. Has anyone ever taken, or did you have to give some or all of the money you earned to anyone?

	|_| YES     |_| NO  

	4. Have you ever done (check all that apply):
[bookmark: Check3]|_| door-to-door sales (books, magazines, candy, etc.)? 
[bookmark: Check4]|_| farm/agriculture work? 
[bookmark: Check5]|_| dancing for strangers? 
[bookmark: Check6]|_| nails or hair?  
[bookmark: Check7]|_| massage work?

	[bookmark: Check8][bookmark: Text2]|_| Other?  (Please describe youth’s employment:      )

	5. Where did you live when you were working there?  

	6. Were you ever threatened on the job?
	|_| YES     |_| NO  
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	7. Did you ever feel you could not leave your job?
	|_| YES     |_| NO  

	8. Youth work for many different reasons, including to help their families.  Please let me know if you worked for any these reasons. (Do not ask the youth to respond ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to each item. Rather, read all of the items and then allow youth to answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the list as a whole.)
	

	· You were tricked by someone.
· You owed money or a favor to someone.
· You or your family was pressured, threatened, or punished by someone.
· You were afraid of something that you don’t want to talk about
	|_| YES     |_| NO  

	9. Have you ever worked anywhere where you were watched constantly and not allowed to talk to anyone without someone there with you?
	|_| YES     |_| NO  


Now, I'm going to ask you some questions about sexual activities. Some of these questions are about specific sexual acts you may have experienced. Remember, you don’t need to answer any questions you don’t want to answer. 
	[bookmark: Text3]10. When I say “sex” or “having sex,” what does that mean to you? (Open ended question)      
When I say "sex" in this conversation, I am talking about intercourse, anal sex, oral sex, and any touching for the purpose of sexual pleasure.

	[bookmark: Text4]11. What names do you use for these sex acts? (Open ended question. The youth’s response will allow you to administer the rest of the tool using language the youth is most comfortable with.)      

	12. Young people sometimes feel they need to have sex (all the different kinds we listed) for money, food, drugs, a place to stay, or for other things they need or want. Some young people have no other way to take care of themselves because they are on their own or are made to do it by someone else. 
Have you ever had sex for any of those reasons, even if it only happened once?
	|_| YES     |_| NO  

	13. Have you ever had sex with someone because you felt you had to? (Maybe because you were told to have sex with that person, you felt threatened; you felt you couldn’t say no, etc.)
	|_| YES     |_| NO  

	14. Have you ever done any of these things for money or something else that you needed or wanted, even if it was just once? (Do not ask youth to respond ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to each item. Rather, read all of the items and then allow youth to answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the list as a whole.)
· stripping at a party or a bar
· dancing for money
· going on a date for money
· traded sex for money or something you needed/wanted
· lap dancing
	|_| YES     |_| NO  

	15. Has anyone ever taken a picture or video of you when you were naked, minimally clothed (for example in your underwear), or having sex without your knowledge or when you didn’t want them to?
	|_| YES     |_| NO

	15a. Do you know if those pictures or videos were posted online, sent to other people, or sold to anyone?
	|_| YES     |_| NO


Thank you for answering these questions. That’s all of the questions I have for you right now. We may want to follow up with you about some of these subjects later. Do you have any questions for me or is there anything else you think is important for me to know?
Provide the youth with contact information they can use should they want to reach out for help at a later date.  Offer to make any appropriate service referrals.
Refer to the New York State Office of Children and Family Services Initial Trafficking Interview Tool for Youth Next Steps for further guidance.
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NEW YORK STATE
OFFICE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
INITIAL TRAFFICKING INTERVIEW TOOL FOR YOUTH NEXT STEPS
If a youth answers ‘no’ to each question, the youth has not indicated that he or she is a potentially trafficked youth. This does not mean he or she has not been involved in a trafficking situation, but may indicate that he or she is not yet ready to disclose that situation. 
•	Thank the youth for completing the screening and assure him or her that he or she can talk to you about any concerns at any time. 
•	Share your availability and contact information with the youth verbally and in writing. 
•	The tool may be re-administered as appropriate and necessary according to your agency’s guidance. OCFS suggests re-administering the tool with youth annually, following critical incidents (such as a return after being absent from care) or if new red flags are raised. The tool can also be used to collect the information required to complete the Rapid Indicator Tool (OCFS-3921) and/or the Child Sex Trafficking Indicators Tool (OCFS-3920), which are required for some youth per the policy. If a youth answers ‘yes’ to any of the underlined questions, he or she is a potential victim of child trafficking or CSEC. Further assessment by a professional trained in human trafficking is required to determine whether the youth has experienced these crimes and what services are available. 
For youth who fall under the OCFS policy, Requirements to Identify, Document, Report, and Provide Services to Child Sex Trafficking Victims, use the answers gathered through this Next Steps tool to update the Child Sex Trafficking Indicators Tool (OCFS-3920) in the youth’s case file and in CONNECTIONS.
•	If one or more indicators in the “Child Meets Federal Definition of a Child Sex Trafficking Victim” field of the Child Sex Trafficking Indicators Tool (OCFS-3920) is present, a law enforcement notification form  Law Enforcement Notification (OCFS-3922) must be submitted within 24 hours. 
The following steps should be taken for all youth, whether or not they fall under OCFS’s Requirements to Identify, Document, Report, and Provide Services to Child Sex Trafficking Victims policy:
•	Thank the youth for completing the screening and assure the youth that he or she is not to blame for anything that happened to them. 
•	Tell the youth you are concerned for him or her and ask if you can talk a bit more about what’s been going on in his or her life. Inform the youth that they can continue this conversation with you or another trusted adult in your agency. Let the youth choose which adult he or she will speak with as appropriate.
•	If the youth is willing to continue the conversation, ask him or her to share a bit more about the questions they answered ‘yes.’ Remind the youth that you are asking these questions to get to know them better so that you might be able to support them in achieving safety.  
•	Continue to engage with the youth through programming, and assure him or her that he or she can talk to you about any concerns at any time. Share your availability and contact information with the youth verbally and in writing. 
•	If you suspect the parent, guardian, or person legally responsible is potentially involved in the trafficking situation, or is aware of the situation and is allowing it to occur, call the New York Statewide Central Register (1-800-342-3720). 
· Explain to the youth why the call needs to be made, and make the call together when possible. Be sure to explain the purpose of the call to the youth and non-offending caregivers. Reassure the youth that he or she is not in trouble and has done nothing wrong. 
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For all youth who answered ‘yes’ to an underlined question:
•	Conduct a safety assessment with the youth and non-offending caregivers (as appropriate) immediately. If the youth is in immediate danger, call 9-1-1. 
•	If the youth consents, refer him or her to a professional with child trafficking expertise for a forensic interview. Use a Child Advocacy Center (CAC) and/or established Multi-Disciplinary Teams (MDT) for this purpose whenever possible. 
•	Provide the youth with contact information they can use should they want to get help later. Refer to Anti-Trafficking Hotlines and Helplines or a list of national resources. Referrals to specialized service agencies should be offered at this time. 
•	Inform your supervisor and the youth’s treatment/service team of the potential trafficking situation as soon as possible. 
For more information on screening, assessing, and providing tailored services to potentially trafficked or exploited youth refer to Responding to Commercially Sexually Trafficked and Exploited Youth: A Handbook for Child Serving Professionals.

	
	For further guidance and general questions about human trafficking contact:
HumanTrafficking@ocfs.ny.gov
	




 Regular safety assessment allows the youth and the professional to discuss changes in the youth’s trafficking situation, relations with the trafficker, and to develop safety plans.
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