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0. [bookmark: _Toc499730358]Search for placement resources
When the Family Court determines that a child must be removed from his or her home pursuant to:
·  FCA §1021 (temporary removal with consent), or 
· FCA §1024 (emergency removal without court order), or 
· placed pursuant to FCA §1055, 
the Family Court shall direct the LDSS to conduct an immediate investigation to locate relatives of the child as placement resources. OCFS regulation requires that within 30 days after the removal of the child, or earlier if ordered by the court or required by SSL §384-a, the LDSS exercise due diligence to identify the child’s relatives [18 NYCRR 430.11(c)(4)]. These relatives must include the following:
Any non-respondent parent of the child[footnoteRef:1], [footnoteRef:2] [1:  OCFS. (2002). “Changes to the Family Court Act Regarding Child Protective and Permanency Hearings, Including Changes Affecting the Rights of Non-Respondent Parents” (17-OCFS-ADM-02)]  [2:  Parent means a person who is recognized under the laws of New York State to be the child’s legal parent (17-OCFS-ADM-02)] 

Any relatives of the child, including all of the child's grandparents 
All relatives or suitable persons identified by any respondent or non-respondent parent   
Any relative identified by a child over the age of five as a relative who plays or has played a significant positive role in his or her life
All non-common parents of sibling(s) or half-sibling(s) where such parent has legal custody of the sibling(s) or half-sibling(s). This includes both biological and adoptive parents[footnoteRef:3]  [FCA §1017; 18 NYCRR 430.11(c)(4)] [3:  OCFS. (2015). “Definition of Siblings and Expansion of the Relative Notification Requirements” (15-OCFS-ADM-01).] 

[It should be noted that if grandparents, parents of a sibling of the child where the parent has legal custody of the sibling and/or other identified relatives have a history of family or domestic violence, then 18 NYCRR §430.11 (c) (4) makes an exception to this requirement. 

Discussions with a parent or caretaker about close family and friends as resources should be on-going.  The LDSS should regularly inquire with parents/caretakers about potential resources throughout a case, even if the child(ren) are removed from their home and placed in foster care due to imminent danger.  
When speaking with identified family and/or friend resources, the LDSS should ask whether they have knowledge of other family or individuals that might be a resource to the family.  Establishing a broad network of support can be instrumental in achieving positive outcomes for children and families.  
The court shall also direct the LDSS commissioner to report efforts to locate any person who is not recognized as the child’s legally identified parent but who has filed with the punitive father registry, has a paternity petition pending, or has been identified as a parent by the child’s other parent in a written sworn statement [FCA §1017(1)(b)].

1. [bookmark: _Toc499730359]Notification of identified potential placement resources
The LDSS commissioner must provide written notice of the pending Family Court proceeding to all individuals identified as potential placement resources and inform them of the opportunity for:
