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An explanation that agreeing to FAR is voluntary and the parents have a choice to participate in FAR or have their case assigned to the CPS investigative track [18 NYCRR 432.13(e)(2)(ii)(d)]
[bookmark: _GoBack]No later than seven days after receiving a report that has been assigned to the FAR track, CPS must provide written notification of the report to every parent, guardian, or person legally responsible for the care of the children named in the report. Written notice of the report may not be given to any other persons named in the report [18 NYCRR 432.13(e)(2)(i)]. A “Notice of Existence for FAR Cases” is located in CONNX, in both English and Spanish. CPS workers must be careful not to use the “Notice of Existence for CPS Investigations.” If a prospective recipient of a Notice of Existence for FAR Cases has Limited English Proficiency, CPS must use the appropriate language services. 
While all parents, including non-custodial and out-of-household parents, are entitled to receive written notification of the existence of a FAR report, there is no legal requirement to further involve them in the FAR intervention. If there is a subsequent report during an open FAR case, CPS/FAR must verbally notify the participating parent(s) about the subsequent report [18 NYCRR 432.13(e)(2)(i)(d)]. The worker is not required to provide written notification of a consolidated subsequent report unless the parent requests it.
[bookmark: _Toc501123081]Obtain the family’s consent to use FAR
The family must consent to the use of FAR. Verbal consent is sufficient and must be documented by the worker in CONNX. If the parents do not consent to FAR and choose to have the report assigned to the CPS investigative track, the CPS/FAR worker must honor that choice. 
To participate in FAR, the family must agree to actively participate in FAR, which includes participating in ongoing meetings and discussions that are necessary to identify the family’s strengths and needs and to develop effective strategies to address any current issues of adversely affecting child well-being and identified risks to children [18 NYCRR 432.13(c)(4)(iii)(d)]. 
Refer to Section C.3 of this chapter for information about what to do when parents disagree with each other about whether to participate in FAR.
[bookmark: _Toc501123082]Complete the seven-day safety assessment
Information about conducting the seven-day safety assessment and its essential role in FAR is in Section D.2.c of this chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc501123083]Engage the family
Family engagement is at the core of FAR. Immediately upon the initial assignment of a report to the FAR track, CPS/FAR workers must work in partnership with the family participating in FAR [18 NYCRR 432.13(e)(2)(iii)]. Workers should be transparent with families regarding all actions that they take concerning the case. To the extent feasible, CPS should include all family members in discussions, including children who are old enough to express thoughts and opinions. They should also encourage the family to include other persons who are close to the family or can provide support for them, such as members of their extended family, clergy, close friends, etc. 
In FAR, the focus is on gaining a holistic understanding of the family’s functioning.  This is done through a comprehensive assessment of safety, risk, strengths, and needs drawing on
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