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               DATE:  05/18/2016
TO:  Directors of Services
FROM:  Tina McCarthy, Business System Analyst, ITS-OCFS Legacy Support
SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION:  Casework Supervisors, Caseworkers and Data Entry Operators
SUBJECT:  Respite Care and Services
EFFECTIVE DATE:  Immediately
CONTACT PERSON:  OCFS-IT Legacy System Support 1-800-342-3727
_______________________________________________________________________________  

The purpose of this General Information System (GIS) message is to provide guidance to local departments of social services (LDSS) regarding the payment and reimbursement of respite care and services provided for foster children pursuant to 18 NYCRR Part 435.  Respite care and services are provided for the brief and temporary care and supervision of foster children for the purpose of relieving the foster parent of the care of the foster children when the foster family needs immediate relief in order to be able to maintain or restore family functioning or to provide relief for foster parents from the stress of providing care for a severely handicapped or emotionally disturbed foster child or for a foster child with a chronic or recurring illness.  
A foster parent, other than one providing therapeutic foster care, is eligible for respite care and services when: 

· the foster child has special needs due to a high level of disturbed behavior, emotional disturbance or physical or health need;

· the foster parent demonstrates a need for additional support in order to continue caring for a foster child, if without the service the placement has little likelihood of being sustained and it is in the best interests of the child to remain in that foster home ;
· a foster parent is suddenly hospitalized due to accident, injury or illness; or
· the foster parent is absent due to the death in the immediate family of the foster parent.

Respite care and services for foster families must be provided for periods of at least 24 hours and may be provided for up to a maximum of 21 consecutive days at a time.  A period of seven consecutive days must elapse before respite care may be provided to a foster family which has previously received such care and services.  Respite care may be provided to each foster family for a maximum of seven weeks in any calendar year.  Respite care is non-reimbursable if provided outside of the above noted parameters; that is, for less than 24 hours, for a period greater than a 21 consecutive day episode, within a period of seven consecutive days after an episode, or for more than a total of seven weeks per year.

Respite care and services are not appropriate for foster families where the immediate removal of a foster child from the foster home is necessary in order to preserve the child’s health, safety or well-being. 
Per 18 NYCRR 435.10, the LDSS may continue to provide payments to foster parents for those periods of time during which respite care and services are also being provided.  Payments provided to foster parents are federally non-participating (FNP) when federal participation is provided for related respite services.  Payment to the respite foster home must not exceed the rate currently being paid on behalf of the child.  The respite foster home must be a fully certified or approved foster boarding home.
Although a social services district may continue to provide payments to foster parents for those periods of time during which respite care and services are also being provided, BICS, however, does not currently edit to prevent duplicate federal reimbursement for Respite Services (POS 8A/8B) and foster care maintenance payments (61/62) made for the child during overlapping time periods.  The district must assure that federal reimbursement is not being obtained twice in this situation.

WMS/BICS System Instructions 

To authorize respite care and services, enter Purchase of Service (POS) 8A (Planned Respite Services for Foster Families) or 8B (Crisis Respite Services for Foster Families).  The authorization of an 8A or 8B payment requires a Direct Service (DIR) of 08 (Foster Care).  The 8A or 8B authorization also requires that a POS of 61 (Regular Service or Maintenance) or 62 (Emergency Service and Maintenance) be authorized for the same line number on the same case and the POS 8A/8B dates must be equal to or within the POS 61/62 dates.  

WMS errors associated with 8A and 8B POS:

· 491 – POS Foster Care is 8A or 8B and there is no 61 or 62 POS for the same line number

· 492 – Foster Care POS 8A or 8B and dates are not equal to or within POS 61 or 62 dates

If the LDSS chooses not to continue to make foster care payments, a manual adjustment must be made to reduce the Regular Service or Maintenance payment.  If the LDSS chooses to continue to make the foster care payments, a manual adjustment must be made to remove Title IV-E claiming for the portion of the foster care payment which covers the respite payment period.  The respite payment may be claimed as Title IV-E, if otherwise eligible.  If the original foster care payment was not Title IV-E eligible, no accounts adjustment is required.
For respite services (8A/8B) where the worker does not wish to continue to make foster care payments, the 61/62 POS line must be shortened, or zeroed out, during the BICS voucher processing for the dates of the respite period.
For respite services where the worker wishes to continue to make the foster care payments and the child is Title IV-E eligible, a BICS accounts adjustment to the POS 61/62 line must be made for the period of respite as follows;
· Title IV-E only children – A suffix code of F should be entered for the 61/62 payment for the respite period only, the balance of the payment should retain the original claiming.

· Dual eligible children (Title IV-E and EAF) – A suffix code of E should be entered for the 61 payment for the respite period only; the balance of the payment should retain the original claiming.
· If the foster child is not Title IV-E eligible (EAF and FNP) – No accounts entries are needed.

There currently is no Absence modifier for respite care in Connections Activities.

For systems questions, contact OCFS-IT Legacy System Support at 1-800-342-3727.  For questions regarding the provision of Respite Care and Services, contact your OCFS Regional Office Representative.
Submit questions related to Title IV-E claiming to the Title IV-E mailbox: OCFS.sm.finance.IVEFC.POStypes@ocfs.ny.gov.  
Contact Dan Stuhlman for OTDA claiming issues and questions for Region 1-4, Michael Simon for OTDA claiming issues and questions for Regions 5 and 6, James Carroll for OCFS Finance issues and questions.
WMS Coding Guides and GIS messages can be found at OCFS website: 

http://ocfs.state.nyenet/it/GeneralResources/GeneralResourcesDefault.asp
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