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To: Local District Commissioners 
Issuing  

Division/Office: 
Administration 

Date: January 18, 2013 
Subject: Federal Administration for Children and Families Final Report 

on the 2012 Title IV-E Primary Foster Care Eligibility Review 
Contact 

Person(s): 
Please contact your Regional Office with any questions: 

BRO - Dana Whitcomb,  (716) 847-3145 

 Dana.Whitcomb@ocfs.state.ny.us  

RRO - Karen Buck,  (585) 238-8549 

 Karen.Buck@ocfs.state.ny.us 

SRO - Daniel Comins,  (315) 423-1200  

 Daniel.Comins@ocfs.state.ny.us 

ARO - Kerri Barber,  (518) 486-7078  

 Kerri.Barber@ocfs.state.ny.us 

NYCRO - Markette Harris, (212) 383-1808 

 Markette.Harris@ocfs.state.ny.us   

SVRO - Ray Toomer, (845) 708-2498 

 Raymond.Toomer@ocfs.state.ny.us   

Native American Services  - Kim Thomas (716) 847-3123; 

 Kim.Thomas@ocfs.state.ny.us 

 
Attachments: Yes: ACF Final Report ‘2012’ Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Report 

Attachments Available 
Online: 

Yes: This and previous Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Reviews, 

click on “Previous FCER Findings”, on the menú at the left, at: 

http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/fostercare/titleiv-e  
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I. Purpose 

The purpose of this Local Commissioners Memorandum (LCM) is to inform Local 

Departments of Social Services (local districts) that New York State was recently found 

to be in substantial compliance with federal Title IV-E child and provider eligibility 

requirements by the federal Administration for Children and Families (ACF). This 

determination was based on the Primary Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Review 

(FCER), completed at the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) in Rensselaer 

during the week of June 25 – June 29, 2012. New York State passed this Primary 

Review with zero error cases. This LCM transmits the attached ACF Final Report on 

the Foster Care Eligibility Review (FCER) issued by ACF on September 6, 2012.  

In the report, ACF commends New York State for its significant efforts and clear 

achievements in continuing to improve compliance with Title IV-E eligibility 

requirements. OCFS thanks everyone who participated in the activities undertaken to 

prepare for the Primary Review. These achievements could not have occurred without 

the hard work and diligence of the local districts, New York State Family Courts, 

voluntary authorized agencies, and other local and state partners over the last three 

years. 

 

ACF also noted in the report that there were several cases in the sample that had 

improper payments and some cases had underpayments.  

 

If New York State had been found not to be in substantial compliance for this Primary 

Review, a new Performance Improvement Plan (PIP) would have been required, 

followed by a Secondary Review in 2015. The Secondary Review would have entailed a 

more extensive review of 150 cases with an error threshold of 10% (case error rate and 

dollar error rate cannot exceed 10%). If New York State failed the Secondary Review, 

the error rate would have been extrapolated across the entire Title IV-E claim. Due to 

the successful completion of the 2012 Primary Review, a PIP and a Secondary Review 

are not required.  

 

 

II. Background 

  

The 2012 FCER was performed on 80 Title IV-E eligible cases with a Title IV-E claim 

that ACF randomly selected from the Adoption Foster Care Analysis and Reporting 

System (AFCARS) for the April 1, 2011, to September 30, 2011 Period Under Review 

(PUR). The outcome of the 2012 FCER reflects the ongoing statewide commitment to 

improve on previous ACF review findings over a ten-year period. For a complete 

summary of past FCER results, visit the OCFS Title IV-E website at:  

  

http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/fostercare/titleiv-e  

http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/fostercare/titleiv-e
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III. Program Implications 

 

Local districts are reminded that the Federal Title IV-E FCER occurs on a three-year 

cycle with the next Primary Review to be held in 2015. That Primary Review will 

continue the 95% compliance requirement (that is, no more than four sample cases can 

be in error during the selected PUR. Accordingly, OCFS, in partnership with local 

districts, New York State Family Courts, voluntary authorized agencies, and others 

must continue to work together and focus efforts to improve eligibility determination 

procedures, and improve procedures to gather and store Title IV-E compliance 

documentation. The attached report provides ACF’s findings of our strengths and areas 

in need of improvement. OCFS will be in contact with local districts to discuss ACF 

and OCFS issues identified in the Report. 

 

As a start, local districts are encouraged to review and update their Title IV-E eligibility 

determination procedures and to continue necessary activities to maintain and improve 

Title IV-E compliance. The local district review should specifically address the areas 

noted in the ACF Final Report as needing improvement.  

 

Additionally, OCFS will continue to work closely with local districts, New York State 

Family Courts, voluntary authorized agencies, and other local and state partners to 

support additional activities and communications that are essential to New York State’s 

success in future federal Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Reviews. OCFS will be 

updating the Title IV-E Eligibility Manual and checklist, as well as initiating additional 

training for local district staff. Information will be made available on the OCFS Title 

IV-E website.  

 

Please contact your OCFS Regional Office if you have any recommendations, 

questions, or concerns.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mikki Ward-Harper 

 

Issued By: 

Name: Mikki Ward-Harper 

Title: Acting Deputy Commissioner  

Division/Office: Administration 
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