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I. Purpose

This release replaces 03-OCFS-INF-08, which is being rescinded at the request of the Tribes and reissued with updated Tribal contact information.  The purpose of this release is to provide social services districts and voluntary agencies with the names and contact information for the Tribal designees to whom notice of the placement needs of a Native American child, including notification of pending court proceedings and the right to intervene in a court proceeding involving an Indian child, must be given, consistent with Federal law and to advise social services districts and voluntary agencies of what information must be included in the contents of such notification.  Timely notification must be given prior to any involuntary proceeding.

II. Background

The federal Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) became law in 1978.  The underlying principle of ICWA is to “protect the best interest of Indian children” by supporting their cultural identity both in foster care and in adoptive homes.  As a result, New York State amended the Social Services Law and State regulations to comply with the Federal standards, including but not limited to standards for the removal of Indian children from their families.  Major provisions of the ICWA, State statutory and regulatory requirements, including tribal notification procedures, are outlined in A Guide to Compliance With the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act in New York State, which was released with 01 OCFS INF-5 and is an attachment to this release.  This publication may also be obtained on-line using the link provided on the first page of this release.

Tribal notification must be done prior to any involuntary proceeding.  To assist social services districts, Family Courts, and social services attorneys to comply with the required tribal notification, the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those individuals to be notified when a Native American child is being removed from his or her home are being provided in the attachment “New York State Tribe/Nation Contacts for Indian Child Welfare Cases.”

III. Program Implications

Please note that the population of Native Americans living off Tribal territories is substantial in New York State.  Therefore, it is important to know if the child is a Native American child.

The list of Tribe/Nation contacts should be made available to all staff that work with the placement of children to strengthen compliance with ICWA.  

The contents of the notification of the child custody proceeding should include the following information:

· The child’s name, child’s date of birth, child’s place of birth;

· The child’s tribal affiliation, if known;

· The names of the child’s parents, dates of birth of the child’s parents, places of birth of the child’s parents, and the child’s mother’s maiden name;

· A copy of the petition filed with the court;

· A statement of the rights of the biological parents/custodians to intervene in the proceeding;

· A statement of the right under federal law to court appointed counsel; and

· The location, mailing address and telephone number of the court. 

For technical assistance with ICWA requirements, please contact Kim Thomas, Native American Specialist, at (716) 847-3123.

Larry G. Brown s/s


Issued By

Name: Larry G. Brown

Title: Deputy Commissioner

Division/Office: Division of Development and Prevention Services

NEW YORK STATE TRIBE/NATION CONTACTS

FOR INDIAN CHILD WELFARE CASES

Revision 12/19/03

St Regis Mohawk Tribe:

Rhonda Mitchell, ICWA Coordinator
Alternate:    James Bay, Director

St. Regis Mohawk Tribe

                 St. Regis Mohawk Tribe, 

412 State Route 37

 

     Human Services

Akwesasne, NY 13655



     412 State Route 37

(518) 358-4516

                 Akwesasne, NY 13655

 

              
  (518) 358-4516

Cayuga Nation  

Sharon LeRoy, Executive Administrator
Alternate:

Anita Thompson, Administrator Assistant
Cayuga Nation  

Cayuga Nation  

P.O. Box 11

P. O. Box 11

Versailles, NY 14168

Versailles, NY 14168

(716) 532-4847

(716) 532-4847

Seneca Nation of Indians:

Sheila L. Kettle, Clerk
Alternate: 

Geraldine Huff, Deputy Clerk

Seneca Nation of Indians

Seneca Nation of Indians

P.O. Box 231

1490 Route 438

Salamanca, NY 14779

Irving, NY 14781

(716) 945-1790

(716) 532-4900  

Tuscarora Nation:

Chief Leo Henry, Clerk

2006 Mount Hope Road

Lewiston, NY 14092

(716) 297-0598 

Onondaga Nation:

Chief Edwin Cook



     Alternate:     Chief Vince Johnson

Onondaga Nations Council of Chiefs


      Onondaga Nations Council of Chiefs

Onondaga Nation





      Onondaga Nation

P.O. Box 85






      1 Buffalo Road

Nedrow, NY 13120





      Lafayette, NY 13084

(315) 469-1875





      (315) 677-9074

Cellular: (315) 952-2875




      Cellular: (315) 952-1658

Tonawanda Band of Senecas:

Darwin Hill, Tribal Clerk

Tonawanda Band of Senecas

7027 Meadville Road

Basom, NY 14013

(716) 542-4244

Oneida Indian Nation:

Kim Jacobs, Chief Operating Officer


      Jerry Raymond

Oneida Nation Member Benefits



      Oneida Indian Nation Legal Department

577 Main Street





      P.O. Box 1

Oneida, NY 13421





     Vernon, NY  13476

(315) 829-8337





     (315) 829-8458

Unkechauq Nation:

Chief Harry B. Wallace
Alternate:
June Langhorn, Trustee

Unkechauq Nation
Unkechauq Nation

P.O. Box 86
P.O. Box 86

Mastic, NY 11950
Mastic, NY 11950

(631) 281-6464
(631) 281-6464

Shinnecock

Shinnecock Indian Health Center

P.O. Box 1268

Southampton, NY 11969

(631) 287-6474
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