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I. Purpose

The purpose of this release is to share a pamphlet recently developed by the Office of Children and Family Services, A Guide to Compliance With the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act In New York State.

This guide includes the major provisions of the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) of 1978 and New York State statute and regulations that reflect these Federal standards.

II. Background

Major provisions of the ICWA, State statutory and regulatory requirements, and tribal notification procedures are outlined in this guide. Social services districts are strongly encouraged to provide caseworkers with a copy of this new guide. Supervisors should review this information with all staff who work with the placement of children to strengthen compliance with ICWA.  A teleconference to review this subject is scheduled on December 19, 2001.

For technical assistance or additional copies, please contact Kim Thomas, Native American Specialist, at 125 Main Street, Room 475, Buffalo, NY, 14203 or at (716) 847-3123.

While all these provisions are important, there are two that often are raised as concerns in the field.

· The provisions of the Federal Multiethnic Placement Act do not affect application of ICWA.

· Tribal notification procedures are of particular importance, as this notification must be done prior to any involuntary proceeding.
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