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The purpose of this Informational Letter (INF) is to solicit
i nput fromsocial services districts regarding the child care
mar ket rate survey which the Ofice will be conducting.

Under federal Child Care and Devel opnent Fund requirenments, the
State has to inplenment paynent rates that are adequate to ensure
equal access to child care. Federal regulations require that the
nethod to arrive at reinbursenment rates is to conduct a survey of
child care providers. In addition, the federal regulations
prescribe that the Ofice must review the | ocal market rates and,
if appropriate, nmake adjustrments to such rates effective with the
begi nning of the next State CCDF Pl an, Cctober 1, 1999.

In order to collect the data necessary to review the narket
rates, the Ofice wll survey all registered famly day care
providers, licensed group fam |y day care providers, |licensed day
care centers, and regi stered school -aged child care prograrns.

Social services districts are encouraged to make reconmendati ons
concerning the type of data to be collected as part of the survey
and how market rates should be structured. W are interested in
i nput on data which nay have value in establishing rates as well
as data which does not directly inpact rate setting nethodol ogy
but has imediate relevancy to the delivery of <child care

servi ces. W are also interested whether the structure of the
rates (by age, type of care and length of tine that care is
provided) still serves a purpose for social services districts.

In order to be considered during the devel opment of the next
mar ket rate survey, such recomendati ons should be submtted in
witing no |ater than February 22, 1999. Comments or suggestions
may be sent on-line to OFI SLINK User I D SVC109 or mmiled to:

Ms. Eil een Mahoney

Ofice of Children and Fami |y Services
Bureau of Early Chil dhood Services

40 North Pearl Street Floor 11-B

Al bany, New York 12243-0001

If you have questions regarding this survey of nmarket rates,
pl ease call Eileen Mahoney, Bureau of Early Chil dhood Services at
(518) 473-0711.

Donald K. Smith
Deputy Conmi ssi oner



