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l. PURPOSE

This directive expands upon information transmtted through a
previous G S nessage. This release advises social services districts
of the provisions and requirenents of the Personal Responsibility and
Wrk Opportunity Reconciliation Act as they relate to New York
State's current public assistance prograns and their i npact, wher e
appl i cabl e, on Medical Assistance (MA) eligibility.

BACKGROUND
Wth the federal acceptance of New York's conpleted Tenporary

Assistance for Needy Fanilies (TANF) State Plan, under the Persona
Responsi bility and Work Qpportunity Reconciliation Act, we nmust now

re-categorize certain ADC (for the purpose of this directive, ADC
includes EAF) and ADC-U individuals as PG ADC in order to prevent
i mproper federal clains. |In addition, sone CAP cases will have to be

re-categorized

This neans that when it is determined that the follow ng situations
exi st for an ADC, ADC-U or CAP individual, the individual in an ADC

or ADC-U case nust be re-categorized as PG ADC The remai ni ng
individuals in the case may be categorized as ADC or ADC U, i f
appropri ate. Wen the affected individual is in a CAP case, the

entire CAP case nust be re-categorized

REQUI RED ACTI ON

The actions described in this directive should be taken as soon as
possi ble, but in no event later than the next recertification

A Aliens Ineligible to Receive ADC benefits after January 1, 1997

Under t he Per sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act, the only non-citizens who may receive ADC
CAP and Medicaid are qualified aliens who were in the country as
of the date of enactnent of the law (August 22, 1996) and

certain aliens who arrived in the country after that date. The
listing of eligible groups of aliens is included as Attachnment A
to this directive. The local district nust copy Attachnent A

and include it as an attachnent to the required Tinely and
Adequate notice informng aliens WO ARE NOI ELIJBLE for
federal ly supported benefits of their change from ADC or CAP to
PG- ADC.

Publ i c Assistance Inplications

Aliens who are otherwi se categorically and financially eligible
for ADC or CAP cash grants but do not fall into either of the
cited two groups should be re-categorized, retroactively, to PG
ADC effective January 1, 1997. Aliens so classified nust be
coded in t he Wl fare Managenent System (WVB) wusing a
St at e/ Federal Charge Code of 41 on Screen 3.
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This code is being redefined as "Federally Non-Participating
Alien." (See Systens Inplications)
Medi cal Assistance | nplications
Alien applicants and recipients whose status is not included on
Attachnment A, but who are otherwi se eligible for Mdicaid under
existing State law (i.e., they are permanently residing in the
United States under color of |aw) must continue to be provided
Medi cai d benefits. However, such benefits are not eligible for
federal financial participation (FFP) and thus, these aliens
nmust al so be coded with a State/Federal Charge Code of 41.
No changes are required when processing Medicaid eligibility of
al i ens who are pregnant wonen or who require Medicaid coverage
for treatnent of energency nedical conditions.
Food Stanps Inplications
Pl ease refer to the food stanps instructions found in 96 LCM 86,
G S nessage 96 TA/ DC039 and 97 LCM 21.

B. Q her TANF Changes Requiring Recategorization

As previously mentioned, wth the federal acceptance of New
York's conpleted Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fanmilies (TANF)
State Plan, we nust now re-categorize certain ADC, ADC-U and CAP
individuals as PGADC in order to prevent inproper federa

cl ai s. This neans that when it 1is deternmined that the
followi ng situations exist for an ADC, ADC- U or CAP i ndividual

t he individual nmust be re-categorized as PG ADC. The remai ni ng
individuals in the case may be categorized as ADC or ADC-U, if
ot herwi se eligible.

When an affected individual is in a CAP case, the entire case
nmust be re-categorized. The case nenbers who renmain eligible
for federal benefits nust be re-categorized to ADC The
individual (s) ineligible for federal benefits nmust be re-
categori zed to PG ADC.

When a co-op case is necessary, districts are rem nded to budget
the co-op cases as directed in the PASB Section Xl I-D-7.

Attachment B of this directive lists questions and i nformation
whi ch  shoul d be di scussed with t he client at t he
certification/recertification interview (or at next contact, if
that is sooner than the next recertification). The worker
shoul d i nformthe applicant/recipient about each provision. The
AR nust sign Attachnment B. A copy must be in the case record
and a copy rmust be provided to the AAR This nust be done unti
the application, the recertification application and the dient
I nformati on Books are updat ed.
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These cases must be re-categorized retroactively, to Decenber 1,

1996.

1

Publ i c Assistance Inplications

The following is a description of those individuals who are
no |longer eligible for the federally funded ADC, ADC-U and
CAP prograns:

a.

Teen Parent Education

This provision requires an unmarried teen parent,
whose youngest child is at |east 12 weeks of age, to
participate in educational activities directed towards
recei ving a high school diploma or GED as a condition
of TANF (ADC and CAP) eligibility. Any unmarried teen
parent who is not in school and whose youngest child
is at least 12 weeks old, nust be re-categorized as
PG- ADC.

As an aid to inplenenting this provision, | oca
districts my request a listing of these individuals
from their Tenpor ary Assi st ance regi onal t eam
cont act . This listing is drawn fromthe February 8,

1997 WS flat file of active ADC cases with a teen
parent (TASA indicator value of 2) and is sorted by
of fice/unit/worker. Please note that the integrity of
t he TASA field is dependent wupon |ocal worker
mai ntenance. |n addition, TASA defines a teen parent
as an individual over age 10 and under age 21. The
TANF | egi slation defines "teen parent” as anyone under
the age of 18. Therefore, we have renoved i ndividual s
age 18 and over. This list is also not I|imted to
teen parents who have children nore than twel ve weeks
of age because it may be of help to you by also
identifying those who will soon neet the twelve week
criteria.

Pl ease note that there has been no change in JOBS

requi renents. Depart nent regul ations (385.5) require
nost teen parents to pursue a high school education
Failure to conply with JOBS still results in a

sanction. Accordingly, only those teen parents exenpt
from the JOBS requirenents will be inmpacted by this
change.

Food St anps: Thi s provision does not apply to the
Food Stanp program
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b. Dual State Residence

This provision bars individuals fromreceiving TANF
(ADC and CAP) for ten years if convicted of having
made a fraudulent statenent or representation of
resi dence to obtain TANF (ADC and CAP) in two or nore
states. Any person who is convicted of this violation
nmust be re-categorized as PG ADC.

Food Stanps: Please refer to the i nstructions
contained in 96 LCM 83 and 97 ADM 4.

C. Fugitive Fel on

Persons fleeing prosecution, confinenent or conviction
for a felony, and probation and parole violators may
not receive TANF (ADC and CAP). Any person who is a
fleeing felon or probation or parole violator nust be
re-categori zed as PG ADC.

Food St anps: Please refer to the instructions
contained in 96 LCM 83 and 97 ADM 4.

d. Drug Rel ated Convictions

This provision bars for life from TANF (ADC and CAP)
any person convicted of a drug-related felony if
conviction for the felony occurs after August 22,
1996. Any person who is convicted of this offense
nmust be re-categorized as PG ADC.

Food St anps: This provision does not currently apply
to the Food Stanp program

e. Tenporary Absence

This provision denies TANF (ADC and CAP) to a child
who is absent from the home for nore than 45
consecutive days wi thout good cause, or to a caretaker
relative who fails to notify the district, within 5
days, of a child's absence fromthe hone. Any person
found in violation of this provision must be re-
cat egori zed as PG ADC.

Food St anps: There is no change to food stanp policy
in this area.

Medi cal Assistance | nplications

These changes do not apply to Medi caid. I ndividuals re-
categorized to PGADC or HRPG as a result of the above
instructions are still eligible for FFP Medicaid. The

Departnment of Health (DOH) is in the process of devel oping
system enhancenents to support FFP claiming for persons re-
categori zed to PG ADC or HRPG In the interim districts
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V.

V.

are requested to keep a list of the affected cases for
manual claimng purposes. DOH will provide additional
i nstructions once the system enhancenents are avail abl e.

NOTI CE REQUI REMENTS

A

Noti ce Requirenments of Alien Changes

A notice nust be sent to individuals being re-categorized to PG
ADC as a result of this change. Attachment A nust be included
as an insert. The notice should include the foll owi ng reason
| anguage:
"Your public assistance will be continued under the State
and locally funded PG ADC program and your Medi cai d
coverage remai ns unchanged. There have been recent changes
in federal Law restricting the eligibility of sone aliens
for federal welfare benefits. W believe you are no | onger
eligible to receive ADC benefits as your alien status IS
NOT included on the listing of aliens eligible to receive
federal benefits. The listing of aliens eligible to
receive federal benefits is enclosed."

"Thi s deci si on is based on Departnent Regul ation
370.2(c)." (Districts should include other cites as
appropriate).

Noti ce Requirements of the TANF Changes

When an individual is re-categorized fromADC, ADC U or CAP to
PG ADC (HRPG for NYO), he or she nust receive tinmely and
adequate notice of the re-categorization. The reason | anguage
nust state the reason for the re-categorization (see the
i ndi vi dual provisions above), and nust include the follow ng:

"Your case category is changing from ADC or CAP to PG ADC
because of changes in federal Law. Federal Law states that
certain individuals are not eligible for ADC or CAP benefits.
Your Medicaid coverage renains unchanged. "

"This decision is based on Departnment Regulation 370.2(c)."
(Districts should include other cites as appropriate.)

SYSTENMS | MPLI CATI ONS

A

Changes Required for Re-categorizing Cases from ADC to PG ADC
( HRPG

UPSTATE WVB
The following changes should be nade on the DSS- 3209 when re-

categorizing a case from ADC to PG ADC, when the whole case is
bei ng re-categori zed:
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Section 1

- Change "Case Type" to "14- PG ADC'

- Enter Transaction Type = "05- Change"

- Change Authorization Period FROM Date to the 1lst of the
nonth follow ng the transaction.

- Ent er PA Reason Code = "980"

- Note: Leave "IV-D I ndicator" blank.

Section 3:

- Change | ndividual Categorical Code(s) to "09"

- For Aliens: Enter State/Federal Charge Code(s) = "41"
(currently identified as "SAW, this code will be redefined
to "Federally Non-participating Alien").

Section 5:

- Change MA Coverage Code(s) to "16"

- Change MA Coverage FROM Date(s) to the beginning of the
nont h fol | owi ng t he date the transaction is being
processed.

When only certain individuals in a case are being re-categorized
as PG ADC, a separate PG ADC case shoul d be opened for those
i ndi vi dual s. VWil e no new Application is required, a dummy
application nust be registered to open the new case. The case
shoul d be opened effective the 1st of the nonth following the
transacti on.

DOWNSTATE WG

The following changes should be nmade to the TAD when re-
categorizing a suffix fromADC to HRPG when the whole suffix is
bei ng re-categori zed:

- Section 05 - Case

- Budget / Ver si on Number 015 - Enter the nunber of the new
budget .

- Section 10 - Suffix

- Cat 209 - Change the category to HRPG

- Section 15 - | ndividual

- For each individual on the suffix enter the foll ow ng:

- Cat 372 - Change the individual category code to 09.

- For Aliens: St/Fed 307- Enter the Statel/Federal charge
code of 41 (being redefined to Federally Non-Participating
Alien).

- For Aliens: Date 325 - Enter the Date of Entry of the
alien into the country.

- Enmp 375 - Change the enpl oynent code to one appropriate for
an HRPG case.
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For those situations where only certain individuals are being
re-categorized to HRPG nmke the followi ng changes to the TAD:
- Section 05 - Case
- Budget / Ver si on Nurmber 015 - Enter the new budget number.
- Section 10 - Suffix
- Case Nane 208 - Enter the name of the case head on the next
bl ank suffix Iine.
- FS Suf 212 - Enter O1l.
- CAT 209 - Enter a category of HRPG
- Ethnic 210 - Enter the ethnic code of the case head of the
new suffi x.
- PA Stat 221 - Enter the p.a. status code "AC'.
- PA Reas 222 - Enter the appropriate p.a. opening code.
- PA From 226 - Enter the date recurring benefits are to
begi n.
- FS Stat 230 - Enter ACif the suffix will receive Food
Stanmp benefits.
- FS Reas 231 - Enter FS reason code 099, if the suffix wll
recei ve Food Stanps.
- Section 15 - Individual (Enter the follow ng information
for each individual on the suffix.)
- Suffix 300 - Enter the new suffix ID
- Cat 372 - Enter individual categorical code 09.
- For Aliens: ST/FED 307 - Enter Code 41.
- For Aliens: Date 325 - Enter the date of entry into the
country.
- Enp 375 - Enter the appropriate enploynment code.
B. Changes Required for MA-Only Aliens Ineligible for Federal
Benefits
For Case Type 20, both upstate and downstate, each individual
who is an alien ineligible for federal benefits nust be coded
with a State/ Federal Charge Code of "41". |In downstate WWB, the
entry of the State/Federal Charge Code will also require the
entry of a Date of Entry into the country for the individual.
A/ CLAI M NG | MPLI CATI ONS

Cl ai m ng adj ustnents for cases re-categorized PG ADC retroactively:

A claimng adjustnent will be required for assistance, granted
January 1, 1997 or after for aliens and Decenber 1, 1996 or
after for those cases being re-categorized as a result of the
TANF State Plan, that was paid prior to the case type change to
PG ADC. Local district accounting staff nust change paynents
for each case or individual re-categorized to PGADC from Case
Type ADC (11) or ADC-U (12) to Case Type PG ADC (14) through a
Bl CS Accounts Adj ustnent. The Accounts Adjustnent if accessed
through selection 02 from the BICS Accounts Menu. Thi s
transaction will then result in a supplenental adjustnent on the
Schedul e A subtracting the expenditures from ADC and addi ng the
amount to PG ADC.
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VI, EFFECTI VE DATE

The provisions of this directive are effective April 1, 1997 with
retroactivity as indicated in the body of this directive.

Patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



ATTACHVENT A
LI STING OF ALI ENS ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE FEDERAL PA and MA BENEFI TS
The following group of persons are "qualified aliens" and may receive ADC
and Medicaid if they arrived in the country before August 22, 1996:
QUALI FI ED ALI ENS

- an alien who is LAWFULLY ADM TTED FOR PERVANENT RESI DENCE; i.e., a

person holding a "green card", 1-551 or |-151 card
- a REFUGEE under Section 207 of the Inmigration and Naturalization
Act (1 NA)

- an ASYLEE under Section 208 of the INA

- an alien with DEPORTATI ON W THHELD under Section 243(h) of the INA

- a person PAROLED FOR A PERI OD OF AT LEAST 1 YEAR under Section
(212) (d)(5) of the INA

- a CONDI TIONAL ENTRANT prior to 4/1/80 under section 203(a)(7) of
the | NA

- certain BATTERED SPOUSES and DEPENDENTS if they were not
responsi ble for the battering, do not reside with the batterer and
there is a substantial connection between the battering and the
need for benefits as deternined by the Ofice of Inmigration and
Nat ural i zation Service

In addition:

- an alien in any Qualified status(listed above) who is LAWFULLY
RESIDING in New York State and is on ACTIVE DUTY in, or is an
HONORABLY DI SCHARGED veteran of, the U S. Arned Forces; or their
spouse or unmarried dependent child.

Aliens who arrived on or after August 22, 1996 are eligible to receive
ADC and Medicaid only if they fall into the following Specially
Qualified group

SPECI ALLY QUALI FI ED ALI ENS

- a REFUGEE adnitted under Section 207 of the INAfor 5 years from
date of entry

- an ASYLEE adnmitted under Section 208 of the INA for 5 years from
the date of status

- an alien wi th DEPORTATI ON W THHELD under Section 243(h) of the |INA
for 5 years fromthe date of status

- an alien LAWULLY ADM TTED FOR PERVMANENT RESI DENCE who has been in
the United States for at I|east 5 years and has 40 quarters of
Soci al Security covered enpl oynent

In addition:
- a Qalified Alien who is LAWFULLY RESIDING in New York State and is

on ACTIVE DUTY in or is an HONORABLY DI SCHARGED veteran of, the
U S. Arned Forces; or their spouse or unnarried dependent child



ATTACHVENT B

CERTI FI CATI ON RECERTI FI CATI ON CHECKLI ST

THE FEDERAL LAW HAS CHANGCED. IT 1S I MPORTANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE CHANGES AND
I T IS NECESSARY FOR YOU TO PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON SO THAT WE CAN DETERM NE | F
ANY OF THE CHANGES AFFECT YOUR CASE

1

Client Signature Dat e:

An unmarried teen parent who is not in educational activities
directed towards receiving a high school diploma or GED is not
eligible for federal benefits. This is true unless the child of
the teen parent is |ess than twel ve weeks of age.

If you or an individual in your case answers YES to any of the
fol | owi ng guesti ons, that individual cannot receive federa
benefits (ADC or CAP). You nust answer each and sign and date this

page.

Have you or any menber of your househol d been convicted of making a
fraudul ent statenent or representation of residence in order to
recei ve public assistance in two or nore states?

YES NO

Are you or any nenber of your household fleeing prosecution
confinenent or conviction for a fel ony?

YES NO

Are you or any nmenber of your household violating probation or
parol e?

YES NO

Have you or any nenber of your househol d been convicted of a drug-
rel ated felony since August 22, 19967

YES NO
Has any child in your househol d been absent or away from home for
nore than 45 consecutive days?

YES NO

If you answered yes to this question, your worker will have to
determ ne if good cause exists for the absence of the child.

It is inmportant for you to tell your worker right away if a child
in your case is tenporarily absent from your hone. If you do not,
you and the child may becone ineligible for federal benefits.




