DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 96 LCM 50

Date: My 24, 1996

Division: Health and Long
Term Care

TO Local District Comm ssioners
SUBJECT: Changes |In Transportation for

Mental |y Retarded/ Devel oprnental | y Di sabl ed Reci pients

ATTACHVENTS: None

PURPOSE

This letter communicates a change in the way in which transportation is
arranged and paid for recipients who attend O fice of Mental Retardation and
Devel opnental Disabilities (OVRDD) Medicaid day services and also for
reci pients who reside in certain OVRDD certified residential prograns. This
change applies to both voluntary and state operated prograns and resi dences.

OVRDD DAY SERVI CES CHANGES

OVRDD day treatnent prograns and OVMRDD day services under the Hone and

Conmunity Based Services Wiver wll now be responsible for assuring the
provision of transportation to recipients attending their pr ogr ans.
Progranms will be expected to cover the costs of the transportation to and
fromthese services for dates of service on or after July 1, 1996. Soci a
service districts wll discontinue the authorization of trips to these
services, and providers will no | onger be able to bill Medicaid on a fee-
for-service basis for dates of service after June 30, 1996. Progranms wl |

need to provide transportation thenselves or neke arrangenents for the
provi sion of transportation to and from programsites.

Thi s does not affect continuing day treatnment prograns that are certified by
the Ofice of Mental Health (QOvH). Transportation to OVH prograns wl |
continue to be prior authorized and paid on a fee-for-service basis.
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OVRDD RESI DENTI AL CHANGES

OVRDD certified resi denti al prograns affected by this change are:
Internediate Care Facilities (I CFs), Individualized Residential Alternatives
(I RAS), and Community Residences (CRs). These prograns wll now be
responsible for assuring the provision of transportation (other than
anbul ance) to nedical appointnents (including clinic visits) for recipients
living in these residences. Fee-for-service billing for transportation
services will no longer be pernitted for trips provided to recipients living
in these settings as of July 1, 1996. Social service districts will
di scontinue the authorization of trips for recipients living in these
resi dences. Residential staff will either provide the transportation, or
arrange and pay for the provision of this service.

The only exception is anbul ance service, which will continue to be provided
on a fee-for-service basis.

It will not be the residence's financial responsibility to transport
individuals to day programservices; this will be the responsibility of the
day program

Pl ease note that recipients residing in OVRDD Residential Private Schools,
as well as people wth developnental disabilities who Iive at hone with
famly, continue to receive fee-for-service transportation to nedica
appoi ntments which is authorized by Social Service Districts.

Residential Private School s:

Bradhur st Center Corporation
Hawt hor ne, New Yor k

Canphill Village, U S A, Inc.
Copake, New York

Crystal Run Village, Inc.
M ddl et own, New Yor k

Crystal Run Village, Inc.
South Fal |l shurg, New York

Dever eux Foundation, Inc.
Red Hook, New Yor k

Ferncliff Manor for the Retarded
Yonkers, New York

Hebr ew Acadeny for Special Children
Parkville, New York

Lochl and School, Inc.
Ceneva, New Yor k
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Mar yhaven Center of Hope, Inc.
Port Jefferson Station, New York

Pat hfi nder Village, Inc.
Ednest on, New York

Upstate Hone for Children
Oneonta, New York

Al so, recipients living in Ofice of Mental Health residential prograns wll
continue to receive fee-for-service transportation to nedi cal appointnents.

NECESSARY ACTI ONS

The current transportation rei mbur senent anount s for OVRDD  day

transportation est abl i shed bet ween soci al service districts and
transportation providers will be null and void for transports after June 30,
1996. Day prograns thenselves will need to establish rei nbursenent anounts
and nethods of paynment for these services, or provide themdirectly.
Medical trip rates for ICFs, CRs, and IRAs are also null and void as of
July 1, 1996. If these residential prograns choose to purchase nedica
transportation, new prices will need to be negotiated between transporters

and resi dences.

Districts who have contracts wth transportation providers for these
affected transports will need to escape fromthose contractual obligations.

The Departnent intends to change the procedure code file by prohibiting
paynents on applicable codes for dates of services July 1, 1996 onward.
District staff and Departnment staff will coordinate this effort.

For further infornmation, pl ease contact Mary Kelley Cherubin of the
Transportation Policy Unit at 1-800-343-8859, ext. 3-4929, or by Sperrylink
User ldentification Number 89a630.

Ri chard T. Cody
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vision of Health and Long Term Care



