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This is to inform social service districts (SSD s) of a change in public
assi stance (PA) resource policy. The change only invol ves what constitutes
proof of ownership of an autonobile. It does not inpact current resource
rules in any other way.

Ri ght now, the proof of ownership for an autonobile is the title to the
car. Publ i c assistance applicants/recipients (a/r's) who have title to an
aut omobi | e are considered to own the vehicle. This is true even if the a/r
denonstrates that the autonobile actually was purchased and i s being used by
soneone else (a third party).

As a result of clarification received from the Federal governnent, t he
Departnent is revising its PA policy on ownership of autonobiles. The title
to an autonobile will now be considered rebuttable proof of ownership. This

neans that the holder of a certificate of title is presuned owner of the
vehicle unless the titleholder is able to substantiate that the autonobile
is actually owned by a third party.

To overcone the social service district's presunption and substantiate that
the autonmobile is actually owned by the third party, the a/r nust docunent
that the car was purchased and paid for by third party and that the third
party has dom nion and control of the vehicle. Docurmentation of purchase
and paynent would include the original bill of sale, cancelled checks or a
witten statenent fromthe original owner indicating that the car was
purchased and paid for by the third party. Docurentation that the third
party has dom nion and control would include witten statenents from the
titleholder and third party or statenments fromcredible outside parties
indicating that the third party has possession and primary use of the
vehi cl e.

If the al/r is unable to docunent that the autonobile is owned by the third
party, the equity value of the vehicle nust be counted towards the PA
resource limt to the extent that such val ue exceeds $1500. |If the a/r does
denonstrate that the vehicle is actually owed by the third party, then the
alr has 30 days to conply with Section 2113 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law
which requires that title to a vehicle be transferred to the actual owner
(the third party). If at the end of 30 days, the title has not been
transferred, the a/r will be considered owner and the value of the vehicle
counted towards the PA resource test to the extent it exceeds $1500.

This change is effective i mediately. This information will be included in
t he next PASB update.

Patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



