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SUBJECT: VEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN DSS AND STATE EDUCATI ON
DEPARTMENT RE EDUCATI ONAL RI GHTS OF CHI LDREN | N FOSTER CARE

SUGGESTED

DI STRI BUTI ON: Directors of Services
Financial Oficers
Child Care Institutions
Chi ef School Oficers
Fam |y Court Judges

CONTACT PERSON: Any questions concerning this rel ease should be directed
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| NTRODUCTI ON

The purpose of this Informational Letter is to alert you to the attached
Menor andum of Agreenment between this Departnent and the State Education
Departnment (SED) which fornmalizes efforts to insure equitable, quality
education for children in foster care. It is a broad, State-1eve
articulation of the two agencies' conmmitnent to this goal, and focuses on
the uni que issues which foster children experience in their receipt of
public educati on.

SUMVARY OF THE MEMORANDUM

Bot h agenci es recogni ze that a safe and supportive hone environnment and
a quality educational programare critical to a child' s devel opnent. Bot h
agenci es al so recogni ze that foster care children nmust be assured " al |
the rights and resources afforded all other public school students,
regardl ess of their school of origin or the expected length of stay in a
particular school district." To this end, the Menorandum outlines five
princi pl es:

1. Foster care children are entitled to equal access to the full range
of educational prograns provided to all <children in a schoo
district.

2. Children in institutional programs are entitled to the full range

of educational services in the least restrictive setting.

3. Educat ors and soci al servi ces of ficials must t ake t he
responsibility for foster children's educati on t hat their
respective roles and authorities allow.

4, Fiscal responsibilities nust be coordinated with other human
services systens and consistent with the child receiving services
in the nbost appropriate setting.

5. Bot h educators and social services officials nmust assure continuity
and minimze disruption in the foster child' s educational program
and work to ease the transition when novenents are necessary.

PROPCSED ACTI ON

In order to achieve these principles, the Departnment and SED wil |
devel op technical assistance prograns, provide joint comunications, and
cross-agency training for parents, social services district personnel,
educators, and foster parents. There will also be cross-agency efforts to
identify and resol ve perceived barriers in regulations or program and policy
practices such as:

* Payment for educational services

* Rol e and responsibilities of foster parents and DSS in the CSE and
rel ated processes
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* Provi de bi ol ogi cal and foster parents wth education-related
materi al in understandabl e | anguage and fornmats

* Anal ysis of changes in the current foster care system e.g. block
grants, and the inpact on the educational system

During the next several nonths, Departnent and SED staffs will work to
clarify and develop specific action steps to issues such as the ones listed
above. |f you have questions, or can provide information on areas of policy
or regulation which need to be addressed to better serve this popul ation,
pl ease contact your Regional Director.

NOTE: This Menmorandum of Agreenent is also being published by the State
Educati on Depart nent in the Novenber/Decenber issue of the Schoo
Executives Bulletin, which is received by school district officers and
adm ni strative staff.

STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT CONTACT

For SED-rel ated questions or issues, please contact Elena Zongrone in
VESI D at (518) 474-1658.

SUMVARY

Many school districts and social services districts have devel oped
excel lent informal working agreenents regarding the education of foster
chil dren. This Menmorandumis built on those areas of good practice, and
provides a framework to strengthen those agreenents into a series of
statewi de program practices which will better serve the educati onal needs of
children in foster care.

Rose M Pandozy
Deputy Conmi ssi oner



