DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 93 LCM 107

Date: August 19, 1993

Division: Health & Long Term
Care

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Early Intervention Services

ATTACHVENTS: Attachnent 1 - Chapter 428 of the Laws of 1992
Attachnment 2 - Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1993
Attachnent 3 - Early Intervention Regulations Filed by

the State DOH on an Energency Basis
Attachnment 4 - List of Local Early Intervention Oficers
(Attachnents are not avail able on-1ine)

W want to share with you sone prelimnary information regarding the New
York State Early Intervention Program As additional infornation becones
avai l abl e and issues are resolved, we will keep you i nforned.

In 1987, New York State elected to participate in federal discretionary
legislation (Part H of the Individuals wth Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), P.L. 99-457) designed to assist states in devel oping a conprehensive
system of early intervention services for infants and toddlers (0 through 2
years) who have, or are at risk of, developnental disabilities, and in
devel opi ng support services for their famlies.

The State Departnent of Health has been designated the | ead agency for the
i npl ementation of the early intervention program In keeping with the
interagency intent of the program nine (9) state agencies participate in
the program

The Legi sl ature enacted Chapter 428 of the Laws of 1992 and nore recently
Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1993. The legislation creates the New York State
Early Intervention Program which replaces the current Famly Court's
responsibility for this popul ation. Copies of the legislation (Attachnents
1 and 2) as well as the enmergency regulations (Attachnent 3) which were
filed recently by the State Departnent of Health are attached for your
i nformation.
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Furthernore, the Medicaid Catastrophic Act of 1988 clarifies Congressiona
intent that nothing in Title XIX of the Social Security Act shall preclude
Medi caid coverage of services i ncl uded in a handi capped child's
i ndividualized fam |y services plan pursuant to Part H of | DEA

For purposes of Medicaid, the |legislation nandates that the designated Loca
Early Intervention Agency (LEIA) in each nmunicipality is the provider of
service for Medicaid purposes. Medicaid will reinmburse enrolled LEIAs for
screening, evaluation and conprehensive case nmanagenment services (service
coordination) for the early intervention popul ation effective Septenber 1,
1993. Subsequently, Medicaid will reinmburse the LEIA for a conprehensive
package of other early intervention services upon pronul gation of approved
paynent rates by the State Departnent of Health and federal State Plan
approval. A listing of LEIAs and local ElI officers appears in Attachnent 5.

The early intervention initiative will have the follow ng inpact on | oca
soci al services districts:

1. Local social services districts, in addition to other entities,
have been designated primary referral sources. Local district
staff will be responsible for the identification and referral of
potentially eligible infants and toddlers within two working days
to the LEIA The Departnent of Health is currently preparing
informational nmaterials which will be provided to render guidance
for this activity.

2. The | ocal social services conmm ssioner or his/her designee has a
seat on the mandated | ocal early intervention coordi nating counci
whi ch advises the local early intervention official. The counci
is scheduled to neet at |east four tines a year. I f you have not
been contacted by the local early intervention official in your
nmunicipality (see the list of officers in Attachnment 4), we
recomend that you do so as soon as possible in order to facilitate
coordi nated pl anning and service delivery in your district.

3. Local districts wll be required to identify on the WHEB system
those MA eligibles infants and toddlers who are eligible to receive
case nmnagenent services through the Early Intervention Program
Local arrangenents wll need to be nmde to facilitate the
transm ssi on of nanmes, CIN nunbers, etc. We will be be providing
gui dance on this issue shortly.

4, Local districts will be responsible for the 25% 1 ocal share of any
early intervention services provided to Medicaid eligible infants
and toddl ers.
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Furthernore, the legislation provides LEIA with the federal share
of Medi cai d adm nistrative dol l ars i ncurred for early
i ntervention. A contract will need to be developed between the
LEIA and your district in order to pernit the LEIA to subnmit a
claim and secure reinburserent for appropriate administrative
expendi tures. Procedures to be followed and a sanple contract are
currently being devel oped.

In addition to the above, the Departnent is exam ning the inpact of early
intervention on nmanaged care prograns, preventive services, foster care,
child protective services and day care. As issues are resolved and
additional information becones available, the Departnment will follow up with
the districts.

I f you have any questions, please contact the follow ng individuals:

Peggy Smith (AY9610) at 518-474-2273
Julie El son (AX5670) at 518-474-2262

Sue Kelly
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vision of Health and Long Term Care



