DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 93 LCM 49

Date: May 6, 1993

Di vi sion: System Support and
I nformati on Services

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: | CL/ DEC Equi prent Swapout - Conver si on of GENEREX to LANLI NK
System

ATTACHVENTS: None

The Departnent is in the process of replacing the existing ICL term na

network with DEC equi pnent. Because of the need to convert the BICS and LDF
Systens to operate on the DEC equi prent, BICS and LDF equi pnent will be
repl aced on a separate schedul e. Qur current estimate is that the BI CS/ LDF
swapout will start no earlier than the 1st quarter of calendar '94. W will

share the precise schedule when it is firm

The renoval of the current BICS I CL processor will nean sone changes for
your district. Most inportantly for certain districts is the fact that the
GENEREX software will no |onger be supported. If vyour district wuses

GENEREX, you wll need to convert to the BICS LANLINK Systemprior to the
swapout of the ICL BICS equipnrent. This will require rewiting the GENEREX
application into the dBASE |language so it can run as part of LANLINK
Al though LANLINK as it exists currently will also be nade obsolete by the
change of equipnment, the new equipnent vendor is required to provide
software which will function in the same nmanner as the current LANLINK data
accessing prograns. This nmeans that the output of the new LANLINK will | ook
identical to the old systemand your investnent in converting to dBASE wil |
be protected.

If your district currently uses CGENEREX and does not have a BICS LANLI NK
installation, we will be contacting you to expedite the installation of
LANLINK i f so desired. I f you have not been contacted by May 14, pl ease
call Ed MIller at (518) 474-3771. It should be noted that the only direct
cost to your district for the LANLINK systemis a suitable PC and dBASE
sof t war e.
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You should also check to see if any wuse was nade of the GENEREX word

processor, Data Text WManager (DTM, as this product, too, wll not be
available. If you find any docunents stored as DIMfiles, you should review
them to determine their inportance to your agency and nake your own
arrangenments to secure them I f you have questions on DITM you shoul d

contact Richard DeFichy of the BICS staff at (518) 473-2142 (User ID
G10000) .

If you find that your GENEREX conversion requirenents are greater than had
been anticipated, or if you have any questions on the BICS LANLINK system
you should contact Ed MIler at (518) 474-3771 (User |ID GL0600). State
staff will be available to answer questions on GENEREX or LANLI NK conversion
and to provide some troubleshooting capabilities on your specific
conver si ons.

Your continued support and cooperation is greatly appreciated.

John J. D Pal ermo
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
System Support and Information Services



