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This  release  will  inform  districts  of  a recent amendment to Department
regulations which clarifies Department policy on the provision of restaurant
allowances.

Prior  to  this  recent  amendment,  Department regulation 352.7(c) directed
districts to provide for the additional costs of meals provided  to  persons
unable  to  prepare  meals at home.   It was Department policy that if meals
were  being  provided  in  the  place  in  which  the  person  was  residing
(congregate  care,  shelter,  etc.),  a person was not eligible to receive a
restaurant allowance.  However, this policy was not clearly specified in the
regulation.

As  a result of the amendment,  the regulation is now clear that if a person
is receiving meals in his or her place of residence, there is no eligibility
for restaurant allowance for the meal(s) being provided.

Food stamp rules for eligibility of residents are unchanged.

                                     ___________________________________
                                        Oscar R. Best, Jr.
                                        Deputy Commissioner
                                        Division of Economic Security


