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Servi ces

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Scared Silent: Exposing and Endi ng Child Abuse

ATTACHVENTS: Scared Sil ent Poster

Bot h public and commercial television networks have joined in an
unprecedented effort to help famlies Ilearn about, recogni ze and help
prevent child abuse. A television special, "Scared Silent," hosted by Oprah
Wnfrey, wll be broadcast Friday, Septenber 4 and Sunday, Sept enber 6,
nati onwi de on NBC, ABC, PBS and CBS. Wiile there will be dramatic footage
whi ch seeks to illustrate the effects of child abuse, advance materials
indicate the programw || al so address parenting skills and other preventive
neasures that can help famlies under stress to cope.

The Departnent has been given a supply of posters announcing "Scared
Silent," and have attached one for your use. You nmay wi sh to have it posted
in your agency so that both district staff and clients visiting the agency
are nmade aware of the presentation.

The producers of "Scared Silent" anticipate the presentation will result in
an i ncreased nunber of child abuse reports nade. The phone nunber that will
be shown during the presentation is 1 800 4-A- CH LD, which is The
Chi |l dhel p/ 1 OF Foresters National Child Abuse Hotline. Calls received by
National Child Abuse Hotline will likely be referred to the State Centra
Regi ster. W are adding additional SCR intake staff to handle the
anticipated increase in volune. Additionally, it is expected that calls
nmade directly to the State Central Register will increase so social service
districts should anticipate increased referrals as well. Any questi ons
regardi ng this nenorandum should be directed to Sandy Bernan at (518) 474-
9607 (1D OFI 010).

Joseph Seni dei

Deputy Conmi ssi oner
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