DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmittal No: 91 LCM 125

Date: July 8, 1991

Di vision: Admnistration

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Al cohol / Subst ance Abuse Training for Fam |y and Children
Servi ces Staff

ATTACHVENTS: None

Drug and al cohol abuse addiction continues to be a critical concern for
districts throughout the state. The inmpact of this abuse places enornous
demands on the social service system The nunber of substance abuse
related neglect and abuse cases has sharply risen; 57%of the children
placed in foster care conme from alleged substance abusing fanilies.
Increasing nunbers of wonmen are abusing drugs creating the additiona
problem of children wth health, nental health, or devel opnent a
disabilities.

In 1991-92 the Ofice of Hunan Resource Devel opnent will of fer a
conpr ehensi ve range of al cohol and drug abuse training prograns to prepare
famly and children services staff to confront the chall enges presented by
subst ance abusing parents and pregnhant wonen. A description of the
avai | abl e courses foll ows.

0 Worki ng with Al cohol / Subst ance Abusi ng Parents 3 days

This course is reconmended as the initial course in the al cohol and
substance abuse training series. The training provi des basi c
information on alcohol and substance abuse and the beginning skills
necessary for effectively working with famlies.
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0 Al cohol and Substance Abuse Training for Child Wl fare 2 days
Training on alcohol and its effects on nenbers of the famly. The
i npact of al cohol abuse on adults, fetal and child devel opnent, and
famly dynamics is presented. Ef fecti ve nethods of engaging client
cooperation, intervention strategies and treatnent options are also
expl or ed.

The NYS Division of Al cohol and Al cohol Abuse (DAAA)

0 The | npact of Crack/Cocaine on the Famly 1 day

Presents critical information on crack/cocaine and its effects. The
bi ol ogi cal, psychological, and social aspects of crack dependency are
presented as background for in-depth discussion on the inplications for
child care, child development, and fam |y functioning. An overvi ew of
treatnment nodel s and rel apse prevention is included.

NYS Di vi si on of Substance Abuse Services

0 Subst ance Abuse Training for Fam |y Court Judges 2 days
and LDSS Attorneys and Conm ssioners

Includes content on the recent changes in law, policy and case |aw
af fecting substance abuse cases, guidance on renoval determ nations,
reuni fication issues, the role of the Kinship foster famly, and
preventive services available. The format will be a conbination of
| ecture and snall workshops.

Task Force on Pernanency Pl anning

0 H V and Substance Abuse Training for Local District Staff 1 day

Focuses on HV and substance abuse and the inplications for the delivery
of services to individuals and famlies with this dual diagnosis.

SUNY Al bany

0 NYS Di vi si on of Substance Abuse Services (DSAS) Vari ed
Basi ¢ and Advanced Trai ni ng

The DSAS Training Institute provides 43 prograns at regional |ocations

st at ewi de. Through an interagency agreenent wth our Departnent,

openings will be available in these programs for local district staff.

Later this sumrer you will receive a copy of the DSAS training catal og

and registration informtion.
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0 Speci al Topics in Substance and Al cohol Abuse 1 day

Thirty days of technical assistance and specialized training are
avail able for on-site or regional prograns on substance abuse topics of
particular need in your district. Contact OHRD to arrange for training
presented by one of our contractors or other recognized experts.

Except where noted, contractors will dissem nate course announcenents for
these prograns in the usual manner. For nmore information about the courses
descri bed above, please contact Janice Daley at 518-486-6400.

Nel son M Wi nst ock
Deputy Comm ssioner for Adninistration



