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D vision: |ncone Mintenance

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUBJECT: O fice of Vocational and Educational Services for I|ndividuals
with Disabilities (VESID)

ATTACHVENTS: Attachnment A - VESID Services - not avail able on-line
Attachnent B - VESID Ofices - not avail able on-line

The O fice of Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with
Disabilities (VESID), wthin the New York State Education Departnent,
provi des services which assist people with disabilities to beconme placed in
appropriate and neaningful enploynent. VESID provides counsel i ng,
educati onal , and vocational services to those people whose disabilities
i npose barriers to gainful enploynment.

Applicants for, or recipients of ADC, HR or VA who have been exenpted
because of the presence of a disability which interferes with their ability

to work may be appropriately referred to VESID for services. In addition
these exenpt individuals who are referred to VESID or who are VESID
partici pants nay volunteer for the JOBS Program Finally, if a mandated

client's assessment for the JOBS Program indicates a disability which
interferes with his or her ability to work, the individual nay be referred
to VESID. In every instance, the referral should first be discussed with
t he person and the consent obtai ned. Whenever possible it would also be
hel pful to share with VESID avail able medicals when referring clients.

VESID offers a w de range of services to individuals with disabilities

i ncluding vocational counseling, vocat i onal eval uati ons, support ed
enpl oyment, hone and vehicle nodifications, and adaptive equi pnent to renove
or reduce linmtations for enploynment. See Attachnment A for a conplete |ist

of services avail able through VESID
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Al t hough paynent for enploynent rel ated services (e.g., child care, job
training prograns) wll continue to be provided through JOBS, VESID may
provi de financial support for disability specific services such as attendant
care, interpreter services, special transportation for people wth
di sabilities, and specialized equipnment when part of a vocationa
rehabilitation plan for service.

VESID operates on a local level, wth fifteen district offices |ocated
t hr oughout the State. Attachment Bis a listing, by County, of all VESID
District offices and their satellites.

Whenever appropriate, pl ease refer individuals whose disabilities inmpose
barriers to gainful enploynent to the VESID office in your area. VESI D can
assist these individuals in gaining appropriate and neani ngful enpl oynment.
If you have any questions, please call the Enploynent Program Technica

Advi sor for your County at 1-800-342-3715, Extension 3-8744, the VESID
District Ofice Manager for your County, or Johanna Duncan-Poitier at the
State Education Departnent, (518) 473-4389.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



