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l. PURPOSE
To advise local districts of a new Food Stanp Program definition of
"di sabl ed".

. BACKGROUND
Section 350 of the Hunger Prevention Act of 1988 (P.L. 100- 435)
anended section 3(r) of the Food Stanp Act of 1977 to add a new
definition of disabled. Local districts were advised by IM Genera
Informati on System (@ S) Message 89 I M DCO17 (July 6, 1989) to apply
this new definition effective July 1, 1989.

[, PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS
Food Stanp househol ds whi ch include an individual who neets the Food
Stanmp Program definition of elderly or disabled are exenpt fromthe
gross inconme eligibility limt and are entitled to an uncapped excess
shel ter deduction, for purposes of determning food stanp eligibility
and benefit |evel.
The definition of disabled person has been expanded to include
persons in receipt of Medical Assistance authorizations who have been
certified by the Medical Assistance Programto be disabled or blind
in accordance with Title XVI of the Social Security Act. |In order to
identify public assistance (PA) and non-public assistance (NPA)
i ndi vi dual s who neet these criteria, local districts must establish
appropriate |inkages between Food Stanmp and Medi cal Assistance units.

I V. REQUI RED ACTI ON

A For purposes of determ ning food stanp eligibility and benefit
amounts, local districts nust consider a household nmenber to be
disabled if the individual is in receipt of an authorization of
Medi cal Assi stance based upon disability or blindness. In New
York State, such nedical assistance recipients are those who
have been certified by Medical Assistance as blind, disabled or
"SSl-related", pursuant to Title XVI. Title XVI blindness and
disability criteria is attached.

B. PA and NPA nedi cal assistance recipients who neet the Title Xvi
blindness or disability criteria can wusually be identified
t hrough Wel fare Managenent System (WVMB) coding, as described in
Section V. Current WWB screen printouts of such coding and of
active MA status nust be retained in the food stanp case record
at application and each subsequent recertification, as
docunentation of the individual's disability. No additiona
docunent ati on shoul d be requested fromthe househol d.
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V.

For househol ds whose Medical Assistance disability status is
uncertain, PA and NPA/FS staff should contact Medical Assistance
staff to resolve questions and obtain any avail able infornmation
which will assist inthe food stanp eligibility and benefit
| evel determ nation.

Food Stanmp househol ds which include an individual who neets the
disability criteria defined in Section IV.A are exenpt from the
gross inconme eligibility linmt and the excess shelter deduction
cap. Local districts nmust recalculate and restore benefits
retroactive to July 1, 1989, for any househol d which was
entitled to the elderly/disabled budgeting procedures based on
the new disabled criteria. Such cases nust be identified at
client request, next case review, or recertification, whichever
occurs first.

An individual who is determned to be disabled based on the
criteria described in Section I1V.A shall be determ ned to be
exenpt from food stanp work registration

In districts outside of New York City a public assistance (PA)
or non- PA i ndi vi dual who is in receipt of federally-
participating nedical assistance (MA) and who has been certified
by such program as blind, disabled or "SSl-related" is
identified by W5 |Individual Categorical Code "11-Blind" or
"12-Di sabled" on screen 3 of the WV nedical assistance and
public assistance case record.

In New York City a public assistance (PA) or non-PA individua
who receives federally-participating nedical assistance (M) and
who has been certified by MA as blind, disabled or "SSl-rel ated"
may be identified by selecting option 2 (client information) on
the WV individual inquiry nenu for all active and applying
i ndi vi dual s. Screen NQ N2A provides client information for al
three prograns areas. |If the individual is active for MA staff
should check to see if the MA Individual Categorical Code is 11
(blind) or 12 (disabled).

SYSTENMS | MPLI CATI ONS

None

EFFECTI VE DATE

Thi s
1989.

directive is effective May 15, 1991, retroactive to July 1

Gscar R Best, Jr.
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