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I BACKGROUND

‘During the past two legislative sessions, efforts have been made to enact -
‘provisions which would have required the Department to implement a "finders fee"
to be paid to foster parents who recruit other homes which are eventually
" certified. It has been the position of the Department that this activity can be

implemented administratively without the use of legislation. Accordingly, we are

proposing the implementatioﬁfbf‘.a "foster parent finders fee" payment mechanism
" during the current fiscal year. This proposal is designed to allow a local social
... services district to pay up to 5200 for each new certified home. This one-time
~: payment would serve as an incentive for existing certified and approved foster
. parents.to recruit potential homes- through the informal community/neighborhood .

.. ‘system, RE : : : : '

o

. PROGRAM IHPLICATIBNS

This type of reimbui'se'ment will be a major INCENTIVE for experienced

“foster parents to recruit new, foster families and help reduce the bed shortage that

presently exists. Participétfén by local districts is not mandatory. Those districts

* which choose to participate will be reimbursed up to a maximum of 5200 per home

which is certified. Participating districts may, at their- discretion, pay different

- amounts but state reimbursement is available to the maximum of $200.

IV, REQUIRED ACTION.

A. Program Action:

Local districts which choose to adopt a policy which. provides cash

incentives to certified or approved foster parents for recruiting new homes.

should make known their policy to foster parents. The policy should be

equally applied to both certified and approved homes and make no

- distinctions as to the level of payments. Direct cash payments may be made

~in full to the certified or approved foster parent only ‘when the home, which
‘they found and recruited, is initially certified and receives its first child.

_ ‘The 'reimburs;émgint' 'mgt'hbd of payihg-up to $200 per home works well
- where districts use it for their own direct care foster care program or where
~ the district is the sole purchaser of the foster care program of a voluntary

agency. However, where voluntary agencies serve more than one district,

* particularly where user districts have developed differing positions on this
- policy, inequities to Gertain districts.may arise. To address this problem, it is
' suggested thdt if a voluntary agency serving multiple districts determines
- that in ordef.to.advance-its program.goals,.

- 3

“through the:implement&tion of this

=

payments to foster parents.

1 als,.it.needs to recruit more homes.

o j pecial payment policy, it may stipulate,

"~ "as a condition for corftracting, that  all local social services districts
purchasing foster boarding home services participate by making payments .- -
above the per diem administrative services rate to cover the costs of ‘special
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B. Fiscal Reporting and Claiming Action:

The $200 will be reimbursed as an administrative cost. Payments shouild
be made from the foster care administrative appropriation. , v

~ This incentive fee of up to $200 should be paid as a separate pay'mexllit to. .
‘either the foster parent by the local district or through the voluntary agency . ;
. to the foster parent. If the payment is through;the voluntary child care .

agency, the voluntary agency should report the expenditure in- Account 45,

. Special Payments, on the Standards of Payments:Cost Report. The payment -
is not to be included in the FBPH administrative/services rate. This payment

will be reimbursed as a local district administrative cost.

Incentive payments are to be listed on the form DSS-923 (Cost
Allocation - Schedule of Payments - Administrative Expenses Other Than

- Salaries) using object of expense code 10 (Reserved Accommodations, Foster

Care) under function code F2 (General Services). These expenditures will be

‘reported on line A.2 (Other Identified Costs) of the Schedule D-2 (Allocation -

for Claiming of General Service Expenditures, DSS-2347-B of reimbursement.
To determine the. Federal and State shares of reimbursement, follow the
procedure used for Reserved Accommodations Bulletin 143b. :

A

SYSTEMS IMPLICATION
~ None . s

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Administrative Directive is effective January I, 1989, retroécﬁve to

December 1,.1987.
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appropriace, the victle(s) of the panel members, the names of che

invited participants who actended cthe case conference and che dace of

che conference. Attendance by the'invi:ed‘parcicipants or ;gei:
represencacive will indica:e.chat-the two-week notice regquiremenc of
section 430.12{c)(2)(i)(b) has been met. When the inviced
par:igipancs do noc accend the case conference the efforcs made to
invelve ﬁhem.in the case conference and the efforts made pursuanc co
clause (b) of subparagraph (1) of this paragraph musc be documenced.,

Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (3} of subdivision (e} of
section 430.12 is amended to read as follows:

{3) Casework concacts. (i) Sctandard. Casework
concacts wich the child, cthe child's carecakers, the child's pa:énts
or relacives, if any, [}hall] musc édhere to the sctandards mandacted in’
section 431.16 of cthis Ticle. [}n addicion, cthe number of casework
contaccs required to occur in the parenc's or relacive's home shall
adhere to the sﬁandards mandaved in seccion 431.16. Contacts becween
the caseworker and cthe parencs or relacives shall be scheduled co
occur in che home of the parenct or relacive as ofcen as is
practicable, and in no case for less than 50 percent of che required
contacts, unless cthe parenté or relatives spﬁcifically reguest
ochervwise, or unless the necessicy of placemenc for the child is basedg
wholly on cthe reason described as c¢hild. service needs, as defined in .
secrion 430.10(c)}{(5) of chis Pare. 1In che case of children 13 years
or older placed by che court as PINS or juvenile delingquents in an
institurion more chan 100 miles from cheir homes, the requirementc for
c;ntac:s in the parencs' home shall be waived. Ac che time a
discharge plan is developed for che child, appropriate in-home concacci

with the parents shall be arranged.jk Nocwithstanding any other

-




) p:ov1810n of this paragraph, the standards concerning caseworkﬂ
contacts with the child are deemed to be met by the dlstrict for any
i
child who has been placed in a facility operated or supervxsed by £

office of Mental Health {or |, Office of Mental Retardation and

@ ' pevelopmental pDisabilities or the Department of Health}

{Deleted material bracketsj: new material underlined.)
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(1) the child, if he or she is 10 years of age or

older, unless there is a documented reason related to the current

necessity of placément why the child should not be involved{

(2) the parent(s), guardian{s), or, in the case of a

child whose permanency planning goal is discharge to a relative, the

relative to whom the child will be discharged; and

(3) in the case of an Indian child, the child's tribe
if'knoﬁn, and:ihere possible, a qualified expert witness as defined in
saction 431.18(a)(5) of this Title.

{b}{1) The efforts tb involve the participants listed
in clause (a) of this subparagraph must include, but are not limited
to:

(i) 'writtén notice to each participant at least two
weeks prior to the case conference inviting them to attend, giving the
date, time and location of the conference and informing them that they
may be accompanied by a person(s) of their choice, and |

{(ii) where possible, face to. face contact by the case

planner with the invited participants who were unable to attend the

'case conference no later than 30 days after the date the case

conference was held.

-

{2) During the face to face contact reguired by item
{ii) of subclause (1) of this clause, those invited participants who
were unable to attend rhe case conference must be given a summary of

the service plan'fo: the child which at a minimum must include the

following:

-

(i) new or continued goals and anticipated completion

dates for such goals;



- and cthe service provision problems, if any, during che period under

(ii) casks which describe the activities co be

completed wichin che upcoming review period, and the family members
' ]

and/or cthe service provider who are to perform each accivicty;

{iii) an updaced visicing plan for children in foster

- garesy

- {iv) documencacion scacting the involvement of che
parent, child and any ochers in cthe development of che service plan as
required by sections 423.3{d) and 428.9 of this Ticle, and a listing
of che parcicipancts in che sérvice plan review; and |

(v) a review of the previous service plan, which
describes the progress in meecing or completing previously staced

goals and casks, cthe parcticipacion of family members in the process,

review.

Upon presencation of the service plan documents
described in subclause (2) of chis clause to the inviced case
conference participancs,. the conctents will be discussed, or, in che
event that such face to face concacec is.nOt possible, a letcter stacting
chat a case conference was held will be sent te the inviced
participanct(s). The lecter must inform che inviced participanc(s)

- .
that a copy of the documents described in subclause {2) of this clause
will be made available to them upon request.,

Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (2) of subdivision {¢) of

section 430.12 is repealed and a new subparagraph (ii) is added to

rzad as follows:

(1i) Documentation. The assessment and service plan

required by the uniform case record must indicate the names and, where

s

&,)
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Paragraph (8) of subdivision (b) of section 428,7 is

amendaed to read as follows:

(8) a summary which documents the involvement of the
parent, child and any others in the development of the service

plan, rénd a listing of the participants in the service plan :evie;]

as required by sections 428.3(d) and 428.9 of this Part[}} and section

430.12 of this Title and a listing of the participants in the service

plan review; and

paragraph (10) of subdivision (b) of section 428.8 is

hereby amended to read as follows:

(10) a summary which documents the involvement of the

parent(s) and child(ren) and any others in the development of the

service plan, [}nd a listing of the participants in the service plan

.revieé} as required by sections 428.3(d) and 428.9 of this Part‘}] and

section 430.12 of Epis Title and a listing of the participantg in the

service plan review; and

Section 428.9 is repealed and a new section 428.9 is

"added to read as follows:

428.9 Service plan review for foster care cases. The
service plan review and case conference must be conducted in
-
accordance with the requirements of section 430.12 of this Title and

mnust be documented in the uniform case record in accordance with the

requirements of sections 428.7{(b)(8) and 428.8(b){10) of this Part and

‘section 430.12 of this 7itle., The term foster care case includes

children who are legally free for the purpose of adoption.

Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (¢) of

section 430.12 is amended to read as follows:



{i) Standard. A panel of at least two people thall}_

__must participate in the development and review of each comprehensiT"h

assessment and service plan as required under section 428.7 of Ewis

Part and all subseqguent service plans:as required in the reassessament

and service plan reviews as required under section, 428.9 of tais

Part. The panel ghal%] must include the case planner and an

~administrator or other person not responsible for the case management

or delive:y'of services to-that case. The review panel [}hali] must
onvene a case conference, with the review panel members and the

parent(s) and child present, as required in [?laus%] clauges {a) and

(b) of this subparagraph, to review and develop a service plan for the

case. The plan which is developed by the panel must be approved by

the case manager. The case confe:ence must be held no earlier than

—
-

the first day of the month preceding the month in whlcb the plan is

;

due to be approved by the case manager as defined in sec:}gg_&ZBQk J;

thxs thle, or 1f case planning responsxbxlzty has been delegated to 2

......

purchase of service provider, the case conference =& must be held 20 _

earl;gr‘than the First day of the month precedzng the month in wh1ch

_the plan is due to ‘be submitted to the case @ggaggg’as_sgggifzed in_

the Eurchase of service agkgement.
clauses (a) and (b) of subparagraph (i) of paragraph (2!
of subdivision (c¢) of section 430.12 are repealed and new clauses (a)

and (b) are added to read as follows:

(a) Efforts must be made to involve the followzng

- —— . ——— A —— - ——

persons as participants in the development and revxew of the service

e m— ——— it — —pop—

plan and in the case conference:

s = i — i wm rE W e . ——



Attachment D

STATE DEPARIMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
ALBANY, NEW YORK
Pursuant to the provisions of Sectiona 20(3)(d), 34(3)(f), 153-4 and
368-b of the Social Services Law, I, Cesar A. Perales, Commissionmer of Secial
Services, do hereby amend Sections 428.7(b)(8), 428.8(b)(10), 430.12¢e)(2)(1)
and 430.12(c){(3)(i) and repeal Section 428.9 and add a new Section 428.9,

repeal clauses (a) and (b) of Section 430.12¢c)(2)(i) and add new clauses (a)

'and (b) and repeal subparagraph (1i) of Section 430.12(c)(2) and add a new

subparagraph (il) of the Official Regulations of the State Department of

Soclal Services, being Chapter II of Title 13 NYCER, effective tventy-one days

-after filing with the Secretary of State,

. 'y
Dated: Octcber 30, 1987 - Sisnedzén ff,ééﬁ

Commissioner

This is to certify tha.t.- this 1is
the original of an order of the
State Department of Social Ser-
| vices, madé on October 30, 1987

amending Sections 428.7(b)(8),
428.8(b(10), 430.12¢c)(2)(1) and
430.12(e)(3)(1) and repealin;
Section 428.9 and adding a nev
Section 428.9, repealing clauses
{a) and {b) of Section

&30.12(c5(2)(i) and adding nev



Dated:

October 30, 1987

clauses (a) and (b) and repealing”

subpalfagraph (i1)  of  Section
430.12¢c)(2) and adding a new
subparagraph (i1i) of the Official
Regulations of the State

Department of Social Services,

 being Title 18 NYCRR, the express

terms of which were published in

' the New York State Register on Msy

6, 1987.

Signed: @m é/’ Lo

Commissioner

I
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