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' The purpose of this directive is to inform social services officials

and voluntary child care agencies of the provisions of the recently filed
regulations which establish a comprehensive process for approving relatives

as foster parents.

In addition, this directive provides guidelines to district

and agency staff for determining whether to use relatives as foster care providers
and the considerations that should be -used to determine the appropriate use '
of relatives or friends as alternatives to foster care placements.
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IT. .Background

Relatives who prov1de foster care have hlstorlcally ‘been granted spec1al
consideration in the foster care system due to the specral continuity of significant
relationships they provide for a child. Sectien 375 .of the Social Services
Law, allows relatives to “"receive, board or keep any.child under the age of
sixteen" without being certified or licensed to do so. (In order for relatives.
to receive reimbursement from a ‘social services.official for caring for. children,
such official must have placed the children in the ‘relative's home and the
home must be certified or approved- as’‘a. foster “home:. )’ However, there daid
not exist in ‘practice any uniform standards governlng relatlves who prov1de
foster care +to ‘children. This has: resulted in inconsistencies among local -
districts and agencies in ‘the use, monltorlng, and superv1s1on of relatlves
‘who prov1de foster care.

' Federal foster care reviews conducted by the Department of Health .and
Human Services shed further light on the inconsistencies in the reimbursement
practices of districts which pay relatives as foster care providers. The
reviews found that in some cases, -children were in relative lomes, the homes
were certified, and the relatives were receiving foster care payments. In
‘other cases, children were in relative homes and the relatives were receiving
foster care payments, yet the homes were neither certified, licensed, nor
approved; there was no documentation in the case record that the: home had ‘
‘been reviewed nor a written report filed with the agency describing the condltlons
and sultablllty of the,home, as,requlred in 18 NYCRR 444.2(c),

o Furthermore, federal: reviews of the State 8 foster care’ system dlscovered
that in some instances voluntary transfer agreements requlred by Section 384-a -
‘of the Social Services Law were inappropriately signed by the relative in

whose home the child resided, rather than the parent{s) or guardian{(s) of

the child. ' : :

In addition to the inconsistencies that exist in the practice of utilizing

relatives as foster care provrders, inconsistencies exist in the practice
. of utilizing relatives as resources for alternatives to foster care placement.
18 NYCRR 430.10({b)(2) (Utilization Review Standards) requires that districts
attempt, prior to the placement of a child in foster care, to locate adequate -
alternative living arrangements with a relative or family friend, which would
enable the child to avoid foster care placement, unless the child is placed

as a result of a court order or a surrender agreement. This regulation has
been subject to much misinterpretation. In some cases, children who were
~in a preotective situation were placed in a relative's home as an alternative
to a foster care placement. : :

No child may be placed in an alternative living situation if there is
a court order giving the Commissioner of -Social Services care and custody .
of the child or custody and guardianship of the child. Where such court order
exists, this situation is always considered foster care and as such the placement
of the child must always be in a licensed, 'certlfled or approved foster home.
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It should alsc be noted that pursuant to 18 NYCRR 369.2(f)(1)(ii) a child
is not eligible for ADC payments while residing with a relative if "...placement
is on a board basis with a plan for supervision and control by the department
of social services through its children's services program.” In addition
18 NYCRR 370.2(a) provides that home relief does not include foster care of
children. Therefore, home relief payments cannot be provided on behalf of
foster children. However, Emergency Assistance to Families (EAF) may be provided
to a relative foster parent, if such parent is otherwise eligible for such
payment to cover the period prior to the receipt of the first foster care
payment. The eligibility requirements for EAF are contained in 18 NYCRR 372.2.

The recently filed regulations concerning the approval of relative foster
homes were developed in order to address the noted concerns and inconsistencies.
A comprehensive approval process was developed to provide uniform standards
for relatives providing foster care. 'The intent of these requirements is
to assure that all children in care are provided the same protections, while
maintaining the special considerations granted relatives according to law.

In addition, guidelines were developed with respect to the appropriate use
of relatives or friends as a resource for an alternative to foster care placement.

In the process of developing the approval process, other foster care
regulations were reviewed for clarity and consistency. This resulted in amendments
in the following areas: various foster care definitions were clarified and
made consistent throughout the regulations; some new procedures which were
not previously addressed were added with regard to reopening of foster homes,
foster homes pending certification, licensure or approval and changes in foster
care status for certified, licensed, as well as approved foster homes. Some
changes in the requirements for medical exams were made in order to accomcdate
routine medical exams in a more cost and time effective way.

III. Program Implications

The major implications of the recently filed regulations are in five
areas:

1. The process for approving relatives as foster care providers;

2. The clarification of wvarious foster care definitions;

3. " The inclusion of relatives who. are approved as foster homes as
eligible for foster care payments:

4. The changes in requirements regarding medical exams and medical
‘reports; and '

5. The procedures that districts and agency staff must follow when

reopening a foster home; when a foster home is pending certification,
licensure or approval for more than six months; and when certain
changes occur in certified, licensed or approved foster homes.

1. Relative Foster Home Approval Process

The process for approving relatives as foster care providers closely
parallels the foster home certification process and includes the following
major provisions:

a) The relative must be a relative within the 2nd degree to the parents
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of a child., {18 NYCRR 443.1(d)) Relatives within the 2nd degree include .yff
grandparents of the child, great-grandparents of the child, aunts and yj]

uncles of the child, including spouses, and siblings of the child.
(18 NYCRR 443.1(e))

b) Certain agency requirements for operating certified and licensed
foster family boarding homes, as specified in 18 NYCRR 443.3, and 443.4,
now apply to approved relative homes. These requirements include:

° application and orientation process for applicants;
(18 NYCRR 443.3(a)(3) and (b))}

° medical report requirements (18 NYCRR 443.3(a)(12) and (13}),
however, a relative home may be approved conditionally prior

to receipt of an acceptable medical report; such report must

be submitted within 20 days of the date of appllcatlon for approval:;
(18 NYCRR 444.8(a})(2))

® home study process, although it is expected that a home studf
for a relative home would take much less time to complete than
the four months allotted for certifying or licensing foster homes
since the home may be approved prior to receipt of the medical
reports and since the physical standards for relative homes are
less prescriptive; (18 NYCRR 443.3(a))

o

character evaluation, including the receipt of two references. ‘
rather than four, as required for certifying or licensing foster {
homes. The references for relatives may be either in the form )
of signed statements attesting to the relative's moral character

and ability to develop a meaningful relationship with children

or in the form of an in-person interview attesting to the same;

(18 NYCRR 443.3(£)(1))

° procedureé for providing relatives with the same information
and services which are required to be provided to certified foster
parents including: a foster parent agreement, the legal rights

of foster parents, training, foster parent manual, boarding home
register, full information about each child being placed, etc.;
and

supervision. (18 NYCRR 443.4)

c) Agency procedures for the approval of relative foster homes as
requlred in 18 NYCRR 444.8 including:

° Review of the prospective relative foster family boarding home for
health and safety conditions. The standards for this review are much
less rigorous than for the certification process, although the certification
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standards may be used as a guideline for review. Failure to meet
a certification requirement should not in and of itself disqualify
a home from approval unless one of the standards below are not met.
The standards include: '

~ +the home must be in good condition and present no hazard to
‘health or safety of children; (18 NYCRR 444.8(b)(1))

- +the home must be in substantial compliance with all applicable
provisions of State and local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations
concerning health and safety; (18 NYCRR 444.8(b}(2))

- the home must be kept in sufficiently clean and sanitary condition
and the agency must be satisfied that: there are sufficient
sleeping arrangements and space, there is an adequate water
supply, the home is free of fire hazards; the home is equipped
with at least one smoke detector; and there are adequate bathing,
toilet, and lavatory facilities. (18 NYCRR 444.8(b)(3})

Approved relative foster parents must sign the same foster parent
agreement as is required to he signed by certified or licensed foster
parents. (18 NYCRR 444.8(c))

A letter of approval as required by 18 NYCRR 444.1(c¢), must be issued
to the relative by the local commissioner of social services or by
an authorized agency, verifying that the home has been approved.

Special provision for approving relative foster homes on an emergency
basis only:

When a child is taken into foster care on an emergency basis,

i.e, a protective removal or Family Court remand under Article

10 of the Family Court Act it may be necessary to perform an expedited
approval of the relative foster home to ensure continuity of the
child's placement with a suitable relative. However in cases

of emergency removals, an agency should also consider placing

the child in a suitable certified foster boarding home while conducting
the full approval process for the child's relative if the agency
determines it can better serve the child by first taking the time

to fully explore the relatives' capabilities to care for the child
before placing the child in such a home.

If the expedited approval process is chosen those activities that
must be performed before placing the child with a relative are
as follows:

- an assessment of the home to ensure that there is no apparent
risk to the health and safety of the child;

e



-G-

- an assessment of the relative foster family, particularly:
the family's relationship with the child and the child's
parents; the care provided to other children in the home;
the family's knowledge of the circumstances and conditions
that have led to the need for the child's placement; the
family*'s role in the past in helping and/or protecting
the child and/or preventing occurences of abuse or maltreatment
of the child including the family's present ability to
protect the child placed in their home and the family's
ability to understand the need for protection:

-, an explanation given to the relative(s) of the agency’s
role and authority to supervise the placement;

- securing a written agreement from the relative foster
parents that they will provide foster care for the child;

- obtaining sufficient information necessary to contact
character references:

- obtaining a completed SCR Clearance Form (DSS-3370) and
submitting this form to the State Department of Social
Services pursuant to Section 424-a of the Social Services
Law; and

- reviewing agency records to determine whether or not the
. relative(s) have a prior history of abuse or maltreatment.

The Department assumes the above activities can be completed in

less than a twenty-four hour period thus quickly allowing emergency
placement of the child with a relative. When utilizing these
emergency approval procedures, the home, if found suitable, is
considered fully approved for a 60 day periocd of time. BAll relative
homes which will continune to provide foster care beyond this &0

day time periocd must be reapproved on or before the 60th day.

The following stipulations apply:

- all requirements for approval pursuant to 18 NYCRR 443.3
and 444.8 must be met within 60 days of the date of placement;

Note: ©Nothing in the procedure established for approving
relative foster homes on an emergency basis reguires the
agency responsible for approving the home to obtain the
required medical report prior to the ninetieth day after
the child is placed in the relative's honme.

- the agency must revoke a relative foster parent's approval
pursuant to 18 NYCRR 444.10 if the above requirements
are not or cannot be met and the relative foster parents
are given reasonable notice and time within this 60 day
period to take corrective action with regard to particular
identified problems that may constitute a barrier to approval;

- upon revocation of an approval the child must be removed
from the home of the relative (18 NYCRR 444.10) and placed
in a suitable certified foster home;
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- the agency must immediately remove the child from the
home of the relative pursuant to Section 400 of the Social
Services Law and 18 NYCRR 431.10 when health and safety
risks to the child warrant such removal and place the
child in a suitable certified foster home; and

- upon removal of the c¢hild from a relative foster home
as a result of the revocation of approval or as a result
of the presence of a health or safety risk to the child,
the relative foster parents would be entitled to a hearing
pursuant teo the provisions of Section 400 of the Social
Services Law.

- in the event that the local social services district violates
the requirement to maintain the child in a certified or
approved foster home the State will impose a penalty such
that the district will have to assume the full cost of
the child's care.

Agency procedures for annual review of approved relative homes

as required in 18 NYCRR 444.9, including:

o

£)

written evaluation of the home and family based on criteria used for

‘original approval of the home and family; (18 NYCRR 444.9{a) (1))

written evaluation of the care provided the children and the working
relationship of the relatives with the agency; (18 NYCRR 444.9(a}(2))

a written statement from a physician regarding the relative family's
health (biennially after the physician's initial medical report);
(18 NYCRR 444.9(a)(3}, 18 NYCRR 444.8(a){2})

an oral review of the evaluation with the relative foster parent.
(18 NYCRR 444.9{a)(4))

Agency procedures for non-renewal or revocation of an approval

for a relative foster home including:

[+

advising relative foster parents before the expiration date on the
letter of approval that the agency plans not to renew the approval

of their home. & letter describing the reasons for such action shall
be postmarked at least 20 days before the child is to be removed,

-discharged or transferred from the home; (18 NYCRR 444.10(a)}

advising the relative foster parent that their approval will be revoked.
A letter describing the reasons for such action shall be postmarked

at least 20 days before the child is to be removed, discharged or
transferred from the home; (18 NYCRR 444.10(b))
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arranging for the relative to meet with an agency official to review
the decision not to renew or to revoke the approval. (18 NYCRR 444.10(c))

Agency procedures for determining medical assistance eligibility:
medical assistance for children placed in approved relative foster

homes who are not eligible for and in receipt of federal foster care
maintenance payments shall be determined in the manner set forth in

75 ADM~85 and 81 ADM-10. In accordance with 81 ADM-10, a child's

medical assistance eligibility must be determined as a separate household
of one, and must be based solely on the child's own income and resources
and on the amount of support that the parents contribute. The child's
medical assistance eligibility level shall be the foster care rate

or the Medicaid level for one, whichever is higher.

children who are eligible for and in receipt of federal foster care
maintenance payments are automatically eligible for medical assistance.
See 84 ADM-4.

Foster Care Definitions

Previous regulations contained various definitions of the terms "foster
care” and "foster child". Consequently, these definitions have been clarified
and made consistent throughout the regulations. Some new definitions have
been added to address the foster parent approval process. Agencies should
note the following definitions: :

® foster care, as defined in 18 NYCRR 422.1{c) and 431.8(a)(1),
means all activities and functions provided to a child away
from his home 24 hours a day in a foster family free home,
or a licensed, certified, or approved foster family boarding
home, or a licensed or certified group home, agency boarding
home, child care institution, health care facility or any combination
thereof. Foster children placed in RTF's, ICF's and hospitals
for a brief period of time {up to 15 days) are considered placed
in health care facilities for purpose of this definition.
Foster care reimbursement may continue in this situation pursuant
to 18 NYCRR 605.2(c)(4){viii). In the event that a child's
placement in the health facility exceeds the 15 day period,
the child will not be considered to be in foster care for medical
assistance eligibility purposes. 18 NYCRR 427.2(a) also defines

~ foster care of children in this same manner but does not include

a reference to licensed foster homes.

° ¢hild or foster child, as defined in 18 NYCRR 422.1(b), 427.2{(¢c),
431.8(a)(2) and 441.2(a), means a person under the age of 18
or under the age of 21 if a student attending a college, school,
or university or regularly attending a course of vocational
or technical training designed to enable him/her to cobtain
gainful employment, and who entered foster care prior to his/her
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18th birthday, who is cared for 24 hours a day in a foster

family free home or a licensed, certified or approved foster
family boarding home or a licensed or certified group home,

agency boarding home, child care institution, health care facility
or any combination thereof whose care and custody or guardianship
and custody have been transferred to an authorized agency pursuant
to the provisions of Sections 384 or 384-a of the Social Services
Law or been placed with a social services official pursuant

to Articles 3, 7, or 10 of the Family Court Act.

Note: The amendments to 18 NYCRR 431.8(a){l) and (2) made

the definition of "foster care" and "foster child" for purposes
of Family Court reviews inconsistent with the provisions of
Section 392 of the Social Services Law. Therefore, 18 NYCRR
431.8(a)(1) and (2) will be amended to reflect the definitions
of "foster care" and "foster child" as they appear in Section
392 of the Social Services Law. '

® foster parent, as defined in 18 NYCRR 421.1(g), means any person

licensed, certified or approved according to 18 NYCRR Parts

443 and 444 and Section 375 of the Social Services Law with

whom a child in the care, custody, or guardianship of an authorized
agency, is placed for temporary or leng-term care.

foster family home care, as defined in 18 NYCRR 443.1(c}, means

temporary or long-term care of a child whose care and custody

or guardianship and custody have been transferred to an authorized
agency pursuant to the provisions of Sections 384 or 384-a of

the Social Services Law or who has been placed with a social
services official pursuant to Articles 3, 7 or 10 of the Family
Court Act and who is cared for away from his home 24 hours a

day in a family home with a foster parent duly certified or
approved by an avthorized agency or licensed, certified or approved
by a social services commissioner.

approved home, as defined in 18 NYCRR 443.1(d), is a home in

which temporary or long-term care is provided to a child whose

" care and custody or guardianship and custody have been transferred

to an authorized agency pursuant to the provisions of Sections
384 or 384-a of the Social Services Law or who has been placed
with a social services official pursuant to Articles 3, 7 and

10 of the Family Court Act and who is cared for 24 hours a day
in a family home with a foster parent who is a relative within
the second degree of the parent(s) of a child and who is duly

approved by an authorized agency as required in 18 NYCRR 444.8.

foster family free home care as defined in 18 NYCRR 441.2(3)

is care provided to a child at no cost to an authorized agency

by a family other than the child's parent, step-parent, grandparents,
brother, sister, uncle, aunt or legal guardian for the purpose

of adoption or for the purpose of providing foster care. Free

homes are most likely used, if at all, for pre-adoptive placements.
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° relative within the second degree, as defined in 18 NYCRR 443.1(e),
means those relatives who are related to the parent(s) through
blood or marriage either in the first or second degree in the
kinship line. Relatives within the 2nd degree include the following:
grand-parents or great-grandparents of the child; aunts and
uncles of the child including spouses of aunts and uncles; and
siblings of the child.

3. Eligibility for Pavment

18 NYCRR Part 427 has been amended to enable approved foster homes to
receive foster care payments at the same rate as certified foster homes.

4. Medical Examinations

The regulations make some changes in the requirements regarding medical
examinations. '

Medical exams for certified, licensed and approved foster parents

are now required on a biennial basis (that is, every two years),
rather than on an annual basis. (18 NYCRR 444.5{a)(2) and 444.8(a)(2))
This should be more cost and time effective for districts and
agencies while still maintaining reasonable surveillance of the
foster family's overall health and providing effective health
protection for foster children.

The medical report form must cover a physical exam of the

applicant conducted not more than one year preceding the date

of the foster parent application for either licensure, certification
or approval. (18 NYCRR 443.3(a)(12)}

If a foster parent becomes an adoptive applicant, 18 NYCRR 421.16{(c)(2)
allows the previously completed medical reports on the foster
parent(s) and family to satisfy the requirement for the adoptive
medical reports as long as the medical examination was completed
within one year prior to the date of the adoption application.

18 NYCRR 443.3{a){12) permits the medical reports completed on
behalf of persons who apply to become adoptive parents to be used
if such persons apply to become foster parents if the medical
examination has been completed within one year prior to the date
that the application to become a foster parent was submitted to
the authorized agency.

5. Other Procedures

District and agency staff should note the following new procedures:
® In order to reopen a closed foster home which was previously licensed,
certified or approved the authorized agency must:

-~ complete a new application, ineluding a clearance through
the State Central Register (SCR) for applicants te be licensed,
certified or approved foster parents; (It should be noted that
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SCR clearances for approved foster parents are mandated effective
January 1, 1986 by Section 424-a.l{a} of the BSocial Services

Law. It should be further noted that effective January 1,

1986 SCR clearances pursuant to Section 424-a.l(a) are required
for persons over the age of 18 who reside in the home of a

person who has applied to become a foster parent); ;

- prepare an update of the home study that includes a written
evaluation of the home as required in 18 NYCRR Parts 443 and
444, and a written explanation as to why the home closed and
why it is reopening;

- obtain report{s} of medical exam(s) as reguired in 18 NYCRR
Part 443 unless a medical exam was completed in the one year
period prior to the date that the application for reopening
was received by the agency:

- conduct an oral review of the evaluation with the foster parent
before a new license, certificate or letter of approval is
issued.

The only exception to these requirements is when a home closes and
then recpens for administrative reasons, i.e. when the home should not
have been closed initially but because it was, a reopening is necessary.

° Certain changes in the family composition of certified, licensed
or approved foster homes (i.e, when a new adult spouse of a foster
parent comes in to the home and has applied for certification, licensure
or approval as a foster parent) require:

- completion of a new application for the new household member,
" including a clearance through the State Central Register
for applicants in licensed or certified homes (and approved
homes after January 1, 1986);

- an up-date of the home study, including the receipt of the
names of two character references and an exploration of
the applicant's character as required by 18 NYCRR 443.3(f);

- completion of a medical exam for the applicant as required
by 18 NYCRR 443.3(a)(12) unless a medical exam has been
completed within the past year prior to the date of application.
Results of the medical exam must be sent to the agency.

Applications for licensure, certification, or approval which have
been pending for 6 months or more, will be considered expired. This
will require that new applications be completed for those prospective
foster parents who still seek licensure, certification or approval.
Part of the application process will require the screening of the
applicant(s) with the State Central Register.
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Districts and agencies are responsible for fully implementing the following:

°  the new procedures for reocpenings of closed foster homes,
the treatment of foster homes whose pending status has expired
and other regulatory changes in foster care for approved,
licensed, and certified homes as described in Section IIT
of this Directive;

the requirements for approving relative homes as described

in 18 NYCRR Parts 443 and 444. Special attention should
be paid to these areas:

A} Systems Instructions

1.

The State Central Registér Clearance Form
(DSS-3370) has been revised (1/1/86) to accommodate
the clearance of Approved Relative Foster

Parents. This form should be completed using
Clearance Category of R - Relative Foster

Parent.

Completed State Central Register Clearance
Forms should be sent to:

Bureau of Services Information Systems
40 North Pearl Street - Mezzanine
Albany, New York 12243 '

A turnaround form (DSS-2843A) will be sent

to your agency which contains demographic
information collected from the clearance form.
The Approved Relative Home is considered in

a Pending Status at this stage.

1f the Approved Relative Home is to become
active, fill in the remaining fields and indicate
an action code of A - New Home Added.

NOTE: When reporting to CCRS the actual placement
of the child, use the assigned 8 digit
facility number of the approved home
as it appears on the turnaround document.

If the Approved Relative Home is not to be
made active (opened) write - CANCEL - on the
turnaround.

Send all turnarounds to:
Bureau of Services Information Systems

40 North Pearl Street - Mezzanine
Albany, New York 12243
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NOTE: A home cannot be certified as both
a Foster Family Beoarding Home and an
Approved Relative Foster Home. If
a home has been certified as a foster
family boarding home additional approval
is not needed in order to use this
home as a relative foster boarding
home. However, an approved relative
home may not be used for the placement
of non-related children.

No Certificate to Board Children will be sent

to approved foster parents. The agency/district
is responsible for a letter of approval as
discussed in Section IV(B) of this Directive.

Approved relative foster homes will appear

on the Foster Family Register and the Activity
Reports. These homes will also appear on

the Pacility File inquiry once the home is
active. Approved relative foster homes will
be identified by the facility type of 14.

The following are special system procedures
to be used for approving relative foster homes
on an. emergency basis (EARH)

a. Districts/Agencies must use the SCR Clearance
form {DS5-3370). Districts/Agencies
must annotate the form in red ink with
EARH at the bottom of the form.

b. Following the EARH annotation at the

) bottom of the form, write in the Unit/Worker
number for the responsible worker. This
is necessary so that reports will list
the EARH's under the approprite responsible
worker.

c. The clearance category of R - Relative
Foster Parent must be entered on the
form.

d. In the top section of the form, the date
of placement must be recorded in the
section labeled date.
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The completed form should be sent to:

Bureau of Services Information Systems
40 Nprth Pearl Street - Mezzanine
Albany, New York 12243

The EARH will be entered into the Facility
FPile as an active home for 60 days from

date of placement. A turnaround document

will be sent to the requesting district/agency.

NOTE: Some items displayed on the turnaround
such as religion, ethnicity, language, ’
etec. will be assigned a value by the

Bureau of Services Information Systems

since these are system required and not

part of the reguest for c¢learance.

If the EARH is to remain open beyond

the 60 day emergency approval period,
the district/agency must complete the
requirements for approval and submit

an updated turnaround form to the Bureau
of Services Information Systems. The
home will then be approved for one year
from the date of placement.

NOTE: Items referenced in section 7£
{NOTE) must be updated.

The EARH will be closed on the 6lst day
from the date of placement unless the
Bureau of Services Information Systems

“is notified to close the home sconer

or the requirements for approval are
completed and the updated turnaround

form is received by the Bureau of Services
Information Systems within the 60 day
period.

If the EARH is-closed, a new SCR clearance
will be'necessary to reopen the home.

The only exception to this is when a

home is closed and then reopened for
administrative reasons, i.e. when the

home should not have been closed initially
but because it was, a reopening is necessary..

/’—'Z\
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J. The Child Register Report will list any
children still placed in relative foster
homes which have been closed on the facility
file.

B) Letter of Approval - When the authorized agency
receives the systems turnaround document from the Department
and the agency determines that the home should be activated,
the agency must issue a letter of approval to the relative
foster parents verifying that the home has been approved
according to the criteria specified in the regulations.

The letter must include the initial date of approval

as indicated on the turnaround, as well as the date

the home is scheduled for reapproval (onhe year from

the date of approval). The date of approval which is
printed on the turnaround is the date that the relative
foster parents become eligible to receive foster care
payments for the care of the child. The date of approval

- should always be the date of placement.

_ The letter of approval must also indicate, at a
minimum, the name and address of the relative foster
parents as well as the name, age, and sex of the child(ren)
to be boarded. Subsequent to the annual review of the
approved home, another letter must be issued from the
agency indicating that the home has been reviewed according
“to the criteria for re-approval. All approvals and
re-approvals are valid for one year only unless revoked.

C} Exceptions - The process for obtaining an exception

to the requirements for approval or reapproval, as described
in 18 NYCRR 444.8(e} and 18NYCRR 444.10{(d), is identical

to the process for obtaining exceptions to the requirements
for a license or certificate, as described in 18 NYCRR
444.5(e) and 84 ADM-7. Exceptions may be proposed when

it is determined that continuity of the family relationships
and ongoing care in the relatives home is in the child's
best interest and is not inconsistent with the health,
safety and welfare of the child. However, exceptions

to statutory requirements cannot be granted. In the

case of relative homes, however, children may be placed

in the home prior to receiving the Department's approval

of the exception. The final approval of the home is
conditional upon receiving approval for the exception.
Exceptions may be granted to all of the requirements

of 18 NYCRR 444.8 except: ’

444.8(b)(1}) - Physical facilities of the relative
foster home shall be in good condition and present no
hazard to the health and safety of children.
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444.8(b)(2) - Foster homes shall be in substantial
compliance with all applicable provisions of state and
local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations concerning
health and safety.

It should be noted that requests for exceptions
concerning homes in which children are placed on an
emergency basis in accordance with the provisions of
Part III {1){d) of this document may be submitted to
the Department. The failure of the Department to rule
on a request for an exception within the sixty day period
required for completion of a home study in cases where
a child is placed with a relative on an emergency basis,
will not require the placing agency to remove the child
from the home prior to the sixtieth day. However, on
or following the sixtieth day of an emergency placement,
if the Department denies an exception, the agency must
revecke the approval and remove the child unless the
reason for the exception request can be rectified.

D} Medical Exams - In order for a relative foster
home to be conditionally approved, agencies have 90
days to complete the medical report on the relative
foster family after the initial date of application

- for approval is submitted to the agency. The approval
of the relative home shall be considered conditional
upon the receipt of a completed and satisfactory medical
report. Once the medical report is completed, agencies
must send an updated turn-around document to the Department
indicating the date of the medical examination. (18
NYCRR 444.8(a)(2)) '

E) Guidelines — In addition, all agencies and districts
operating foster boarding homes must review their policies,
procedures, and practices regarding the use of relatives
as foster care providers and as alternatives to placement.
Before using relatives as either foster care providers

or as alternatives to placement, the feollowing guidelines
should be considered:

1. Considerations when utilizing the alternatives to placement
opticn

18 NYCRR 430.10(b)(2) (Utilization Review) states the standard
for necessary activities prior to placement: "For each foster
care placement, the district shall: ... (2} attempt prior to
placement of a child in foster care to locate adequate alternative
living arrangements with a relative or family friend which would
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enable the child to avoid foster care placement, unless the child
is placed as a result of a court order or surrender agreement

as defined in paragraphs (d)}(3) and (c)(2} of this section..."
FPirst, it is important to note when alternatives to placement
‘cannot be an option:

@ when the child is or has been in serious danger and
it is assessed that the remedies of the Family Court
are necessary to ensure the protection of the child
and/or the best interests of the child:;

when the care and custody or guardianship and custedy

have been transferred to an authorized agency pursuant

to the provisions of Sections 384 or 384-a of the Sccial
Services Law or when the child has been placed with

a social services official pursuant to Articles 3, 7,

or 10 of the Family Court Act. Once the child's custody
or guardianship is transferred to a social services
official, the child is considered in foster care and

in need of placement in an approved, licensed or certified
home.

The alternatives to placement option would be appropriate
when the district can make the casework decision that at the time
of contact with the family and child, the child is not in need
of foster care. In an alternative to placement situation, the
parent remains the legal guardian and the district merely
facilitates the movement of the child from the natural parent's
home to the alternative living arrangement without assuming custody.

Alternative living arrangements for a child can be a positive
alternative to foster care placement if they offer the following:

a) continuity of positive relationships that are emotionally
' and psychologically significant to the child;

b) an environment that is healthy, secure, and nurtufing;
c) a living arrangement for the child that is acceptable
to the natural parent as well as to the child, to the

extent the wishes of the child can be determined; and

d} appropriate care and supervision by a relative or family
friend who:

- expresses feelings of family loyalty for the child's
parents

- has realistic behavorial expectations of the child
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- has the capacity to manage, discipline and guide
the child appropriately

~ has the resources to provide adequately for the
child's physical, medical, and social needs, and
have adequate financial resources or is willing to
make an application on behalf of the child for an
Aid to Dependent Children-~-Other Than Grantee (ADC-0TG)
grant if needed by the relative or make an application
on behalf of the child for a Home Relief grant if
needed by the family friend

~ has an awareness of the various difficulties and

responsibilities in caring for the child {i.e. separation

issues, visiting with natural parents, "acting-out"
behavior, etec.). ' :

An alternative living arrangement would most likely be appropriate
where the following situations exist:

o

emergency situations - in emergency situations, alternatives
may be used initially to allow the worker more time to assess
whether or not the child dees in fact need to be removed
from the home of the parent and placed in foster care;

temporary/short-term situations - in certain temporary

or short term situations (e.g. natural parent is hospitalized,
incarcerated or out of town, etc.) an alternative living
situation may be the best option for short~term care away
from home for the child;

parent's willingness - the natural parents of the child are
receptive or specifically request that the child live with
a relative or friend for a number of different reasons and
protection of the child from the parents does not seem to
be at issue;

relative or friend's willingness to care for the

c¢hild ~ the relative or friend has expressed a sincere desire
to care for the child, and has or can obtain the necessary
resources to do so;

there is a harmonious working relationship hetween the child's
natural family and the relative or friend who is being utilized
as an alternative; '

there is no urgency or necessity to formally remove the child
from the home; the child does not appear to be in serious

or imminent danger nor in need of the remedies afforded to
social services districts by Article 10 of the Family Court
Act.
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When utilizing the altermatives to placement option, the district
or agency has the responsibility to:

° assess the home of the relative or friend to assure that
the caretaker is capable of providing a safe, healthy and
nuturing envirenment for the child;

° explore the possibility of the relative or friend receiving
ADC-0TG or HR payments for the care of the child and inform
the relative or friend about the existence of other assistance
programs ; ' '

encourage the parent/guardian to execute an instrument that
is sufficient to give the relative or friend the authority
to obtain necessary medical ‘treatment for the child:;

° offer the child's natural family and/or the child, preventive
services whenever possible; and

assess the appropriateness of using an alternative to foster
care:

a) does the child need the increased district or agency
support and structure that foster care provides?

b) does the child and/or caretaker need the greater monitoring
presence of the district or agency?

assess the relative's or friend's willingness to cooperate .
with the agency in planning for the child when preventive

services are provided. (The agency's role will vary with

different situations; in many cases the agency will not continue

to have any active involvement with the case after the alternative
arrangement with relatives or friend is effected.)

While the use of alternatives to foster care placements can be
very positive in that such alternative placements can offer continuity
of relationships which are emotionally and psychologically significant
-to the child, as well as aveid foster care placement, the following
additional factors are to be considered before utilizing alternative
placements:

a} objections by the child to the prospect of living with the
relative or friend for reasons which suggest the child would
be unhappy or under stress;
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b} objections by the natural parent which may indicate underlying
family conflict which would be reactivated or intensified
if the child lived with the relative or friend;

c) the relative's or friend's family history or current situation
demonstrates family patterns of abuse, neglect, vioclence,
dysfunction, illness or inability to cope effectively with
stress and change and/or children in general.

2. Considerations when utilizing relatives as foster care providerg

Once the decision has been made that the child is in need of foster
care and care and custody or guardianship and custody of a child have
been transferred to an authorized agency, including a social services
official, pursuant to the provisions of Section 384 or 384~-a of the
Social Services law or pursuant to Articles 3, 7, & 10 of the Family
Court Act, the decision to utilize relatives as the foster care provider
shall be viewed in terms of the following factors:

a

Continuity in the child's environment

Utilization review regulations (18 NYCRR 430.10) place great
emphasis on maintaining the child's relationship with his own family
and environment, religion, and ethnicity. While a relative foster
home has the definite advantage of providing this continuity in the
child's environment, the placement of a child with a relative must
be viewed in terms of the overall henefits and disadvantages toc the
child.

Family dynamics of abuse and neglect

In light of evidence which indicates that patterns of abuse
and neglect tend to repeat themselves in families, and that child abuse
and neglect is a learned behavior, it becomes imperative to assess
the appropriateness of placing a child with a relative who is a potential
foster care provider. When determining whether to place a child with
a relative in all child protective cases, special consideraton is to
be given to any known family history of abuse and neglect. The areas
of assessment listed in Section IIT d. (p.6 top) must be considered.

° Other family characteristics

The relationship, particularly the level of harmony, between
the natural family and the potential relative foster family must be
considered. The relative foster family must be able to cooperate with
and assist the agency in implementing permanency plans for the foster
child including, when appropriate, preparing a child {(a) to return
home, (b) for adoption, or (c) for independent living.
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Reimbursement

All approved relative foster parents are eligible for foster
care payments at the same rate as certified foster parents.

° Services

All approved relative foster parents must be provided with
all necessary foster care services.

When children come into care, their most important need is a secure,
healthy and nuturing environment. Choosing a setting which can most
appropriately meet these needs is of paramount concern. Any decision
to place a child should be made with a thorough assessment of the problems
and needs .of the child and the family and a search for the resources
to meet those needs. It is above all the best interests of the child
which should dictate where a child is placed.

V. Additional Miscellaneous Information

86 ADM-12 -~ Policy on Fire Safety and Fire Prevention in Foster
Homes applies to approved relative foster homes as well as to licensed
and certified foster homes.

VI. Effective Date

The effective date of the actions required by this Directive is
December 11, 1985 the date the requlations concerning approved foster
homes became effective. A copy of the regulations are attached for

your information.
\WJJ,QM oMl

Jdseph S@midei

Debuty Commissioner

Diyision of Family and
Children Services







Filed 11/20/85

STATE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
_ ALBANY, NEW YORK

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 20(3)(d), 34(3X(f) and 398-a(2) of the
Social Services Law, I, Cesar A. Perales, Commissioner of Soeial Services, do
hereby amend sections 421.1(g), 421.16(c)(2), 421.19(d), 421.19(g)(4), 422.1(b),
.422.1(c), 427.2(a), 427.2(c), 427.2(d), 427.6(b), 427.6(c), 427.6(d), 427.6(e), 431.8(a)
(1), 431.8(a)(2), 431.11(e)(1), 443.1(b), 443.1(c), 443.3(a)4), 443. 3(a)(5), 443. 3(a)(s),
© 443.3(a)(8), 443.3(&)(12), 443.3(b)(2), 443.3(c), 443.3(d)(5), 443. 3(d)6), 443.3(e)(1),
443. 3(e)(2) 443.3(e){3), 443 3(0), 443.3(1)1), 443.3(£)(2)(i), 443. 3(f)2)v), 443. 3(g),
.. 443.3th), 443.3(n), 443.3(0)(7), 443.3(uX(1), 443.3(u)X3), 444. 1(a), 444.2(b), 444. 2(k),
444.4(n), 444.4(b), 444.5(a)(2), 444.8, 444.7(a) of Title 18 NYCRR; repeal section
444.7(5) of such Title and reletter sections 444.7(c) &nd (d) as seetions 444.7(b) and
(e} respectively; emend the title to Part 443 and the title to Part 444 of Title 18
NYCRR; reletter sections 427.2(e), 427.2(f), 427. 2(g), 427.2(h), 427.2(i), 427.2(3),
4"(.2(1\), 427.2(1), 427.2(m), 427. 2(n), 427.2(o) a.nd 427.2(p) of Title 18 NYCRR as
sections 427.2(f), 427.2(g), 427.2(h), 427.2(1), 427.2(j), 427.2(k), 427.2(1), 427.2(m),
427.2(n), 427.2(0), 427.2(p), end 427.2(q) respectively; and add sections 427.2(e),
21,20 441.2(k), 443.1(8), 443.1(e5, 443.3(e)(14), 443.3(eX4), 444.1(c), 444.3(1),

Sesmiy/y

£44.3(g), 444.8, 444.9 and 444.10 to Title 18 NYCRR of the Official Regulations of
the State Department of Socxal Services, being Chapter II of Title 18 NYCRR

effective twenty-one days after filing with the Secretary of State,

Deted: November 19, 1985 Signed: 8/{% 2 é 2: 2 é

Commissioner

This is to certify that this is the original of

an order of the State Department of Social
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Services, made on 11/ 19/8%mending sections
421.1(g), 421.16(c)2), 421.19(d), 421.19(g)4),
422.1(b), 422.1(c), 427.2(a), 427.2(c), 427.2(q),
427.6(b), 427.6(c), 427.6(q), 427.6(e), 431.8(a)
(1), 431.8(a)(2), 431.11eX(1), 443.1(b), 443.1
(c), 443.3(a)(4), 442.3(a)(5), 443.3(a)(6), 443.3
()(9), 443.3(a)12), 443.3(b)(2), 443.3(c),
443.3(a)(5), 443.3(q)s), 443.3(e)(1), 443.3(e)
(2), 443.3(e)3), 443.3(f), 443.3(£)1), 443.3(5)
(2)if),  443.3(0X2)iv), 443.3(), 443.3(n),
443.3(n), 443.3(o)7), 443.3(u)(1), 443.3(u)(3),
444.1(a), 444.2(b), 444.2(c), 444.4(a), 444.4(b),
444.5(a)(2), 444.6, 444.7(2) of Title 18
NYCRR; repealing section 444.7(b) of such
Title and relettering sections 444.7(c) and (@)
&s sections 444.7(b) eand (¢) respectively;
amending the title to Peart .443 and the title
to Part 444 of Title 18 NYCRR; relettering
sections 427.2(e), 427.2(f), 427.2 ), 427.2(n),
827.200), 427.20), 427.20K), 427.20), 427.2(m),
427.2(n), 427.2(c) and 427.2(p) of Title 18
NYCRR as sections 427.2(f), 457.2(3), 427.2
(h), 427.2(), 427.2(p), 427.2(k), 427.2(1),
427.2(m), 427.2(n), 427.2(0), 427.2(p), and
427.2(q) respectively; and adding sections
427.2(e),.441.2(j), 441.2(x), 443.1(q), 443.1(e),
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443.3(a)(14), 443.3(e)(4), 444.1(c), 444.3(f),
444.3(g), 444.8, 444.9 and 444.10_to Title 18
NYCRR of the Official Regulations of the
State Department of Social Services, being
Title 18 NYCRR, a summary of the terms of
which was published in the New York State
Register on July 24, 1985

.- N , [of ‘

Commissioner

-
-

.






Subdivision (g) of section 421.1 is amended to read as follows:
(g) Foster parent means eny person certified [or] 1 licensed or approved pursu-

ant to section 375 of the Sociel Services Law , and Parts 443 or 444 of this title

with whom & child, in the care, custody or guardianship of an authorized agency, is
‘placed for temporary or long-term care,

Paragreph (2) of subdivision (e) of section 421.16 is amended to read as
follows:
| (2) A report of & physical examination conducted not more than [six
r_ﬁonths]_ 1 _vear preceding the date of the adoption application and a written
statemént_ fro;n @ physician regarding the family's general health, the a_bsénce of
: éomr;aunicable disease, infection, or illness or any physical condition(s) which nﬁght
affect the proper caré of an edopted child, shall be filed with egency. This
examination shell include en intradermal tubereulin test; end additional report of

hd

chest X rays shell be required where such test is positive. If the edoptive appLeant

is or hes been a foster parent, a'nd the agencev which certified, licensed or approved

the foster parent has a completed medical report.on the foster family in its

records, the foster femilv medical report will satisfv this requirement, if the

medicel report wes completed within the past veer.

Subdiviéion (d) and peragraph (4) of subdivision (g} of section 421.19 are
amended to read as {ollows:

(d) Authorized agencies operating an adoption program shall acknowledge in
writing @ completed application from a certified [or] , licensed or approved fostef
parent within 10 days of receipt. .

(g) Authorized agencies shall: -

(4) document in the foster family record, if recertification or reapproval is

granted, why the home continues to be suitable for foster care and not for

adoption. ' N

Subdivisions (b) and (c) of section 422.1 are amended to read as follows:
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(b} A child shall mean a person [receiving foster care] who is under the age of

18 or under the ege of 21 if e student attending & college, school or university or
regularly attending a course of vocational or technical training designed to fit him

for gainful employment, and who entered foster ecare DPIOI‘ to his/her 18th blrthdav,

who is cared for away from his home 24 hours a day in a foster family free home or

& dulv licensed, certified or approved foster family boarding home or e duly

lizensed or certified group home, agency boarding home, child care institution,

health cere fac:‘lity or_any combination thereof whose care and custody or

-

g r&ianship and eustody have been transferred to an authorxzed ageney pursuant

4o the provisions of sectlons 384 or 384-e of the social services law or been placed

with e sociel services official pursuant to artieles 3, 7 or 10 of the family court

act.

(e) Foster care [shall mean the eare of & child away from his own home 24

houss per day in a duly licensed or certified facility] of children shall mean all

activities and functions provided relative to the eare of & ohild away from his home

2¢ hours per dav in a foster family free home or & duly licensed, certified, or

eporoved foster family boarding home, or a duly licensed or ecertified group home,

) gcencr boerding home, ehild eare institution, health ecare facilitv or anv

ccmbination thereof.

Subdivisions (a), (¢) and (d) of section 427.2 are amended to read as follows:
(&) Foster care of children means all activities and functions provided
relative to the care of & child away from his home 24 hours per day in a foster

family free home or a duly [licensed or] certified, [facility} or approved foster

femnily boarding home, or a duly certified group home, agency boerding home, ehild

care institution, health ecare facility or ahy combination thereof.

(e) Foster child meens a person under the age of 18 years, or under the age

of 21 yeers if a student attending a séhool, college or university or regularly
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attending & course of vocaticnel or technical training designed to fit him for

gainful employment, and who entered foster care prior to his/her 18th birthday,

who is cared for away from his home 24 hours & day in a foster family free home or

a_ duly llicensed o] certified [facilityl or approved foster family boarding home ,

or a duly certified group home, egency boarding home, child eare institution, health

care facility or any combination thereof whose care and custody or gpuardianship

end custody have been transferred to an suthorized egenecy pursuent to the

provzsxons of sect:ons 384 or 384-& of the sociel services law or been pleced with a

social sérvices official pursuant to articles 3, 7 or 10 of the famﬁv court act.

“{d) Foster family boarding home means & residence owned, leased, or
otherwise under the control of & single person or family who has been cértiﬁed or
approved by an authorized agency to care for not more than six children, or is used |
by & local probation départment, the State Department of Mental Hygiene or the
State Division for Youth to eare for children, and such person or family receives
peyment from the agency for the care of such children,

Subdivisions (e),.(f), (g}, (b), (i), ), (k), (1), (m), (n), (o) and (p) of section 427.2
are relettered subdivisions (f), {g), (h), (i), (), (k), @), (m), (n), (o), (p) and (q) and e

new subdivision (e) is edded to read as {follows:

(e) Foster family free home care shall mesan care provided to a foster child,

at _no cost to an authorized agency, by a family other than that of the child's

paerent, step-parent, grandparents, brother, sister, uncle, aunt or legal ] guardian for

the purpose of adoption or for the purpose of providing care.

Subdivisions (b), (e), (d) and (e) of section 427.6 are amended to read as

follows:
(b) State reimbursement shell be made only on actual payments to certified

or approved foster parents providing care for children in foster family boarding
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homes wp to the maximum levels established by the department based upon data
published by the U.S. Bureau of Lebor Statistics, and other generally accepted
sources, relating to the cost of raising & child in a family of four with a moderate
standard of Lving. ° '

{c) In the case of children who require_ special foster care services, State
reimbursement shall be made only on actual payments to certified or approved
foster parents providing ecare for chﬂdren in foster family. boarding homes. |
However, in no case sha]l re_imburser_nent be made on payments that exceeci one-
third. of the ‘average, es established by the department, of the étatewide cost of -
institutional care provided by authorized agencies.

(d). In the case of children who require exceptional foster care servit.:é, State
reimbursement shall be made only on actual payments to certified or agg;-oVed_ _
foster parents providing care for chﬂdren in foster family' boarding homes.
However, in no case shall State reimbursement be made on payments that exceed
one-half the airerage statewide cost, as established by the department, of institu-_ :
tional eare provided by suthorized agencies, or, where the child eannot be eared
for in such institutions, one-half the average cost of the hospital or nursing home
~eare which would be necessary if foster care were not provided.

(e) Where certified or approved foster parents are providing care for & child
in & foster family boarding home on October 1, 1974 and are receiving payment for
such care in excess of the maximum level of peyment approved by the department
for the type of care provided, State reimburﬁernent shall eontinue to be made on -
the excess payment for so long as the child continues to receive care in that foster
family boarding hom.e.

Paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (a) of section 431.8 are amended to read

as follov_:s:
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(1) Foster care [shall mean care provided a child in a foster family home or
boerding home, group home, agency boarding home, child institution, health care

facility or any combination thereof] of children shell mean all activities and

funetions provided relative to the care of a child away from his home 24 hours per

day in & foster family free home or e duly licensed, certified, or approved foster

family boarding home, or a duly licensed or certified group home, agency boarding

home, child care institution, health eare facility or any combination thereof. .

(2) Child shell mean e child under the age of 18 years [for whom &n
authorized agency is providing foster care, except & child who is in the eare of &n
huthb;'ized ag’ency pursuant to a court order under article 7 or 10 of The Family

Court Act] or under the age of 21 vears if & student attending a school, college or

unjversity or regularly attending & course of vocational or technicsl training

designed'to fit him for gainful employment, and who entered foster care prior to

his/her 18th birthdav, who is cared for away from his home 24 hours & day in &

foster femilv free home or & dulv licensed, certified, or approved foster femily

boarding home, or & duly 1icerised or certified group home, agency boarding home

child care institution, health care facilitv or anv combination thereof whose care

and custodv or guerdianship and custodv have been transferred to en guthorized

agency pursuant to the provisions of section 384 or 384-e of the social services law

or been placed with a social services officia) pursuent to articles 3,7 or 10 of the

family court act.

Paragraph (1) of subdivision (¢) of section 431.11 is amended to read as

follows:
(1) certification/licensing /approval status of the prior foster parent(s);

Subdivision (g) of section 441.2 is amended to read as follows:
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(a) Child [, includes any individual under the age of 21) means a person under

the ege of 18 vears or under the age of 21 years if a student attending a school,

college or university regularly to fit him for gainful employment, and who entered

foster care prior to his/her 18th birthday, who is eared for away from his home 24

hours & day in a foster femily free home or & duly licensed, certified, or approved.

foster family boarding home, or & duly license_d or certified group home, agency

boarding home, child eare institution, health care faeility or any eombination

thereof whose care and custody or guardxanshlp and custody have been transferred

to an authomzed egency pursuant to the provisions of section 384 and 384-a of the

%

. Social serviees law or been placed with a soe:al services offi c:a.l pursuant to

rticles 3, 7 or 10 of the family court act.

Subdivisions (j) and (k) ere added to section 441.2 to read as follows:

() Foster family free home care shell mean care provided to a child, at no

cost to an authorized agencv, by a family other than that of the ehild's parent

step-jarent, grandparents, other, sister, unele, aunt or Ig'al guerdian for the

purpose of adoption or for the purpose of providing care.

(k) Foster ecare shall mean care provided a ohild in a foster familvy free home

or boercing home, group home, agency boarding home, child care institution', health

cere facilitv or any combination thereof.

The title of part 443 is amended to read as follows:

CERTIFIED AND APPROVED FOSTER FAMILY BOARDING HOMES: AGE.-NCY. |
PROCEDURE FOR CERTIFICATION, APPROVAL, AND SUPERVISION_ |
Subdivisions (b) and (c) of section 443.1 are amended to read as follows:

(b} Certificate. A certificate to board permits en individual to receive

remuneration from an authorized ageney for the care at board of a child under the

ege of [18] eighteen vears, or under the sge of twentv-one vears if a student
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attending a school, college or university or regularly sttending & course of

vocational or technical training designed to fit him for gainful employment, and

who entered foster care prior to his/her 18th birthday. Such a certificate may be

issued by the public or private authorized agency purchasing such care.
(¢) Foster family home eare. Poster family home care is temporery or long—

term care of a ehild whose care and custody or guardianship end custody have been.

transferred to an authorized aceney pursuant to the provisions of sections 384 or

384-2 of the social services lew or who has been placed with & social services

official bursuant to articles 3, 7 or 10 of the family court act and who is eared for

. away from his home 24 hours & day in & family home with & foster parent duly

certified or approved by &n authoriéed agency or licerised, certified, or approved by

a social servi'ces com missioner.
Subdivisions (d} and (e) are added to section 443.1 to read as follows:

(d) Approved home. An approved home is & home in which temborary or

long-term ceare is provided to & child whose care and custodv or guardianship and

custody have been transferred to an_authorized agencv pursuant to the provisions

of sections 384 or 384-g of the social services law or who has been placed with &

sociel services official pursuent to articles 3, 7 and 10 of the femilv eourt act &nd

who is cared for 24 hours & dav in & fﬁmily home with a foster parent who is a

relative within the second degree to the parent(s) of a child and who is dulv

approved by an authorized agency as required in section 444.8 of Part 444,

(e) Relative within the second degree. A relative within the second degree

to the parent(s) of a child refers to those relatives who are related to the parent(s)

through blood or marriage either in the first or second degree in the kinship line. A

relative within the second degree of a parent, includes the following:

(1) grand-parents of the child;
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- {2) great-grand parents of the child;

(3)_eunts and uncles of the child including the spouse of the aunt or uncle;

end

(4) siblings of the child.

Paragraphs (4), (5), (6), (9) and (12) of subdivision (a) of section 443.3 are

emended to read as follows:

(4) Inform persons who express an interest in becoming certified or licensed

foster parents, or persons who apply to become certified or licensed foster parents,
of the provisio'ns of section 424-a(1)(s) of the Social Services Law.

E (5) Require applicants for licensure and certification to complete the forms

which are necessary for the agency to- inquire of the department whether the
epplicant has been or is currently the subject of an indicated child abuse and

meltreatment report on file with the statewide central register of child abuse and

meltreatment. This includes foster parents who are complefing & new application

in the following situations:

(i) en epplication for eertification or licensure as foster parents has expired

_.beceuse it hes been pending for six months or more

(ii) e previouslv certified or licensed foster home that wes closed hes

reopened, and

(iii) & new adult spouse of a foster parent hes recently come in to the home

&nd has applied for certification or licensure as a foster parent.

(6) Inquire of the department whether the epplicant for licensure or
certification has been or is currénﬂy the subject of an indicated_ child abuse or
meltreatment report on file with the statewide central regiSter of éhﬁd.abuse and |
maltreat ment. |

(8) The application form shall elicit information including but not limited to

the age, health, physical functioning, income, marital status and employment of
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the applicants and information regarding the physicel facilities of the prospective

foster home and the names of those persons who will be sharing living accommoda-

tions with the child in foster care, whether any other application for certification,

licensure, or approval has ever been made, whether such wes accepted or rejected
and if rejected, the reasons therefore. |

(12) A medical report form shall be filed with the agency either prior to
[acceptance for & home study] or after acceptance for & home study [,conditioned
upon sul‘:missio‘n of an acceptable medical report form]. The medical report form

shall cover a physical examination of the applicant(s) condueted not more then one

N j;'ear'breceding-_the date that the application is submitted to an suthorized ‘egeney

and shall include a written statement from a physician regarding the foster family's

general health, the absence of communicable disease, infection or fllness or any
physical conditions which might affect the proper care of a foster child. It shell

include also the result of an intradermal tuberculin test and an additional report of

chest x-rays where such test is positive. If the applicant and the applicant's family

have previously completed & medical exam for an adoption study, that medical

_ report will satisfv the requirement of this peragraph if the report has been

‘eompleted within the past vear.

Paragraph (14) is added to subdivision (a) of section 443.3 to read as follows:

(14) Trest all reopenings of foster homes which have closed as requests for &

new license, certificate or approval. A new application shall be combleted

regarcﬁ-ess of how long the home has been closed. The only exception to this

requirement is when a reopening oceurs for administrative reasons, i.e. when the

home should not have been closed initiallv but because it was, a reopening is

necessary.

s
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The opening language of subdivision (b), paragraph (2) of such subdivision and
subdivision (e) of section 443.3 are amended to read as follows:

(b) Authorized agencies shall orient applicants.who have been accepted for &

home study or in the case of relatives who are in the process of a home study to: -

(2) The nature of the relationship of egency staff to foster parents and
children including definitions of the function and responsibility of the social
workers assigned to the chﬂdren end their families; the payments to foster parents.
for care and expenses; the definition of foster fam:ly care, certification or
aggrov of the home, and the rights and responsxbzhtxes of & foster parent as-
defined by &-letter of understandmg that shall be executed at the. ti_me of
certification or approval. ‘

(e) Authorized agencies shall advise applicants at the outset of the .home
study process that the ageney decision to either certify or approve or not to certify
or approve them for foster family care will be presented in writing and that
gpplicants vrho are rejected will be offered a pérsonal interview in eccordance wit.h.
paragraph (1) of subdivision (e} of this section.

Paragraphs (5) and (6) of subdivision (d) of section 443.3 are amended to read

esft ohovss.

(5) information from the department which notifies the agency that the

applicant for certification or licensure has been or is currently the subject of an

indicated child abuse and maltreatment report on file with the statewide central

register of child abuse and maltreatment; and

(6) if the applicant for certification or licensure is approved, notwithstanding

that the egency is notified by the department that the applicant has been or is
currently the subject of a child abuse and maltreatment report on file with the

statewide central register of child abuse and maltreatment, a record of the reasons
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why the applicant was determined to be appropriate to receive a foster care
plecement, and & copy of the notice which the agency is required to .send to the
departmént pursuant to the provisioﬁs of paragraph(aX7) of this section.

Paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of subdivision (e) of section 443.3 are amended to
read as follows:

(1) When an authorized agency decides to discontinue a home study or to
deny certification or approval upon completion of the home study, it shall edvise
the app_licant in writing of the reasons for the sgency's decision and shall offer an
interview to discuss the decision.

--‘(2) A p.lan to discontinue a home study or to deny certification or approvel
for foster family care shell be reviewed and approved by one or more supervisory
level personnel unless the home study was discqntinued af the request of the _

-
-

applicent.

(3) When an agency denies an epplication for certification or licensure on the
grounds that the department has notified the agency that the applicant has been or
is currently the subject of an indicated child abuse and maltreatment report on file

with the statewide central register of ehild abuse and maltreatment, the applicant

mey reguest e feir heering in eccordence with the procedures set forth in section

22 of the Sociel Services Law, and the hearing shall be conducted in accordance

with the provisions of section 424-8(2)(d) of such law.

Paragraph (4) is added to subdivision (e) of section 443.3 to read as follows: |

(4) An application for licensure, certification, or approval which has been

pendinz for 6 months or more will be considered expired. This expiration will

require a new applieation for those prospective foster parents who still seek

licensure, certification, or approval.
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The opening language of subdivision (f) of section 443.3,“ paragraph (1) of sueh
subdivision &nd subparagraphs (i) and (iv) of paragraph (2) of such subdivision ape
amended to read as follows: ‘

(f) A home study shall determine compliance with all of the eriteria for

licensure, certification or approval set forth in Part 444 of this Title. - Additionally,

the agency shell evaluate the following factors:

(1) Character. Each applicant for certifieation or licensure shall be required

to provide the agency with the names of four persons who may be contacted for

réfe:'-e'nces. The agency shall seek signed statements from these persons attesting

to the applicant's moral character, mature judgement, ebility to manage financial

resources and capacity for developing & mesaningful relationship with children. An
in-person interview shall be held with at least two of these persons for the p'ﬁrpose

of verifying. the statements. Each applicant for approval shell be reqguired to

provide the agency with the names of two persons who may be contacted for

references. These references may be either in the form of signed statements

attesting to the applicant's moral character, mature judgement and czpacity for-

deﬁelopinz a meeningful relationship with children or in the form of in-person

interviews gttesting the same.

(ii) the understanding of the foster parent role including the responsibilities

of foster parents in relation to the ehild, the agency and the natural family;

(iv) the person's psychological readiness to assume responsibility for a child

-and their ability to provide for a ehild's bhysica.! and emotiona! needs;

The opening language of subdivision (g} and subdivisions (h) end (n) of section

443.3 are amended to read as follows:

(g} When a home study has been completed and an authorized agency intends .

to certify or approve the home, the agency shall:
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(h) A certificate shell be issued to certified foster homes only after the

applicant executes the agreement required by subdivision (¢) of section 444.5 of

this Subchapter. The authorized agency shall notify the approved relative foster

parent(s) in writing that their home has been approved only after the relative

executes the egreement required by subdivision (c) of section 444.8 of this

Subchapter.

(n) Authorized agencies shall have & written policy' and procedure governing

decisions to remove a child from & foster family home and also provide each foster

parerit_ with & copy of such policy and procedure upon certification or approval and

at the time of recertification or_reapproval; the provisions shall conform to the

requirements of section 431.10 of this Title.
Paragraph (7) of subdivision (o) of section 443.3 is amended to read as

-
5

follows:

(7) & summary of each annual evaluation made pursuant to section 444.5 and

section 444.9 of this Subchapter; and

Paragraphs (1) and (3) of subdivision (u) of section 443.3 are amended to read
~_as follow:

(1) permit persons certified or angroved.to provide care in a foster family
boarding home, to provide foster family home care for enother egency without
obtaining the certifying or approving ageney's written consent and approval for
each child or minor to be boarded. No person shall be certified or approved by

more than one authorized agency;

(3) initiate action to remove & child from a placement because of change in
family eomposition or circumstences following eertification or recertification, or

approval or reapproval unless there has been a&n evaluation of the effect of the

change upon the child or children and it is determined that such change is

detrimental to the best interests of the child or suech change would produce &
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violation of Part 444 of the Subchepter, the agreement in subdivision (h) of this
section or of any statutory requirement.
The title of part 444 is amended to read as follows:
REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSED, [and CERTIFIED,
~ AND APPROVED FOSTER FAMILY BOARDING BOMES.

Subdivision (a) of section 444.1 is amended to read as follows:
(a) Certificate. A certificate to board permits an individual to receive
remuneration from an authorized ageney for the eare at board of & child under the

ége of {18 eighteen years, or under the age of twenty-one vears if a student

attending & school, college or university or regulerly attending & course of

vocational or technical training designed to fit him for gainful employment, and
who entered foster care prior to his/her 18th birthday. Such a certificate n;ay be

issued'by the public or private authorized agency purchasing such esre.
Subdivision {c) is added to section 444.1 to read es followss

(c) A letter of approval permits a relative within the second degree of the

parent(s) of a foster child to receive remuneration from an authorized agency for

the care at board of a child under the age of eighteen vears, or under the age of

tweniv-one veers if & student attending e school, collere or university or regularly

attending & course of vocational or teehnical training designed to fit him for

gainful employment, and who entered foster care prior to his/her 18th birthday.

Such & letter shall be 1ssued by the local commissioner of soeial servxces or by an

authonzed agency, only if the home has been epproved by the authorized egency as

reauired in section 444.8 of this Part.

Subdivisions {b} and (e) of section 444.2 are amended to read as follows:
(b) A license or certificate shall not be required when children are placed or
received at board with relatives within the second degree (measured collaterally),

with legally appointed guardians, at schools and ecademies  meeting with the
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recuirements of the Eduéation Law as to compulsory education, and at camps
operated for profit for the accommodation of school age children during school
vecation periods under permits issued by health officers pursuant to Part 7 of the

State Senitary Code. When children are placed at board with relatives within the

second degree, the home must be approved by an suthorized agency &s required in

section 444.8 of this part and a letter indicating such approval issued to the

eporoved foster parents:

(c) No child shall be placed in a foster home, either free or at board, until
sueh 'ho]‘ne has been visited and careful inquiry made by the agency propqsing to
make such placement, or its representatives, and a written report filed in_the

foster perent's case record describing the conditions and suitability of the home

and compliance with requirements of law, this Title, 'and the rules of locsal

departments of health and social services.
Subdivisions (f) and (g) are added to section 444.3 to read as follows:

(f) Before _eny home shall be approved, careful investization of the

application, ineluding inspection of the premises to be occupied, shall be made and

a written report filed in the office to which application is made. The investigation

" reno=t shell cover all the requirements of section 444.8 of this part.

(g) Letter of approvel. If the home is approved, & letter of approval shall be

issued to the approved foster parents. The letter shall specify at a minimum the

name and address of the relative to whom issued and the name(s), age(s), sex of the

child to be bosrded. The letter of approval is valid for not more-than one year

after the date of the initial approval and expires once the ehild is moved from the

home through discharge or transfer. The letter of approval mav be renewed or

extended pursuant to the requirements of this part.

Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 444.4 are amended to read as follows:
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(a) Regiﬁter: Every person who receives, boards or keeps any child under
license [or], certificate or approval shall keep a record of each child in a regaster
to be provxded by the department.

- (b) The register end license or certificate or letter of approval sha.ll be

eccessible for examination at ell reasonable times by the authorized agents of the |
department, of the authorized agency issuing such certificate [or] , license [ or |

letter of approval , and of any incorporated society for the prevention of erueity to

children. Licenses, certificates ; letters of approval and registers are the property

of the State and not of the person to whom issued, end shall be delivered upon”

. demand to the issumg agency when renewed, discontinued or revoked.

Paragraph '(2) of subdivision (a) of section 444.5 is amended to reed eas
follows:

(2) Hesdlth. Each member of the household of the foster family shall be in
good physical and menteal health and free from communicable diseases. However,
physical handicaps or iliness of foster perents or meﬁzbers of their household shall
be & consideration only es they affect the ability to provide adequate care to foster

chﬂdren or may affect an individual child's adjustment to the foster famBy. Ceses

shall be evaiuated on an individual basis with assistance of a medieal eonsultant -

when indicated. A written report from a physician on the heslth of & family,
including & complete physical examination of the applicant, shall be filed with the
egency initially and [annually] biennially thereafter. Additional medical reports

shall be furnished upon the request of either the agency worker or the foster |

parent. Such reports shall eonform to the standards set forth in subdivision (a) of
section 443.3 of this Subchapter. '

Section 444.6 is amended to read as follows: -

444.6 Annusl renewsl of certificates and licenses ; reopenings and changes in

certified and licensed foster homes.
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(2) Agency practice and procedure for annusl renewal of & certificate or
license to board children shall include:

[(2] (1) a written evaluation of the home and femily that uses the eriteria
for certification or license as specified in this Part and in Part 443lof this
Subchapter;

o [(b)] (2) e written evaluation of the care provided children in the home and
the working relationship of the foster parents with the sgency;

[(e] (3) a written statement from a physician about the foster family's health

, if it hes been 2 years since the date of the last medical exam, conforming to the

standerds set- forth in section 444.5(e)(2) of this Part and Part 443 of this

Subchepter;

[(d] (4) an oral review of the evaluation with the foster parent before the

certificate or license is renewed [J .

(b) Agency practice and procedure for reopening of & foster home includes:

(1) completion of & new epplication, ‘including a clearance through the

Stetewide Central Register as required in section 443.3(a)(5) of this title

(2) en updete of the home-study which shall include a written eveluation of

the home that uses the criteria for certificetion or licensure as specified in this

Part and in Part 443 of this Subchapter.

(3) & written statement from & physician concerning the foster familv's

health which conforms to the standards set forth in Part 443 of this Subchapter, (&

medical exam that was completed within the pas{ _year will satisfy this

requirement) and,

(4) an oral review of the evaluation with the foster parent before a new

certificate or license is issued.
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{e) Ageney prectice and procedure when an adult spouse of & foster parent

com.es into the home and applies for licensure or certificstion includes:

(1) completion of a new applieation, including & elearance thrﬂ_the

Statewide Central Rezister es required in section’ 443.3(2)(5) of this title;

(2} completi’on of & medical exam for the applicant as specified in seetion

443.3 of this subchapter; and

{3) en up-dste of the hom e=study

Sutb_division (e) of section 444.7 is amended to read as follows:"
() Advxsmg the foster parents before the expiration date of the certn‘mate

or hcen.se or_prior to decertification that the agency (i) does not plan

[recertification to renew the certificate or license or (ii) plans to decertify them.

The rezsons for such action shall be specified in a letter postmarked at least 20

ceys before the expiration datel. Decertification shalll of the certificate or

license or 20 devs before the date of decertification. Nonrenewal or:

decertification mav be based upon such factors es failure to meet one or more of

the criteria for licensure or certifieation [Nonrenewal of a person currently

license or certified may be based upon such failure] set forth in section 444 5 of

tais titie or upon leck of need for a foster home with its particular characterxstxcs

Subdivision (b) of section 444.7 is repealed and subdivisions (c) and (d) of such
section are relettered subdivision (b) and {c) respectively.
Sections 444.8, 444.9 and 444.10 are added to part 444 to read as follows:

444.8 Requirements for approval of foster homes operated by relatlves

within the second degree of the parent(s) of & foster child.

(e) _Members of the household of the relative's femilv shell meet the

followins reguirements:

(1) Age. Each relative who is approved &s a foster parent must be over the

ece of 21,
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(2) Héalth. Each member of the household of the relative's familv shall be in

Eood physical and mental heelth and free from communicable diseases. However,
physical handicaps or illness of foster parents or members of their household shall
be a consideration only &s they affect the ability to provide adequate care to foster
children or may affect an individual child's adjustment to the foster family. Cases
shall be evaluated on an individue! basis with assistance of a medieal consultant
when indicated. A written report from a physician on the health of the fé.mily

ineluding & complete physice! examination of the applicant shall be filed with the

- . 8gency initially, and biennially thereafter. Additional reports shall be furnished

upon the request of either the agency worker or the foster parent(s). Such ;eports

shall eonform to the stendards set forth in subdivision (&) of seetion 443.3 of this

Title. Homes meay be approved conditibna]ly in the absence of such reports. A

~ eonditional approval is contingent upon submission of an ecceptable medical report

within 90 days of application.

(3) Employment. Employment of a relative foster parent outside the home
shell be permitted when there are suitable plans for the eare and supervision of the
child at all times, including after school and during the summer. Such plans shall
De made part of the foster Iamﬂy record and shall receive prior agency approvai,
unless only one of the two foster parents are working outside the home,

(4) Marital Status. The marital status of a relative shall be a factor in
determining whether or not an approval shall be granted only as it affects the
ability to provide adequate care to foster children. Changes in marit;al status shall
be reported to the authorized sgency and the approval shall be revoked if the
change in status is not in the best interests of the child.

(b) Relative foster family boarding homes shall meet the following health

and safety standards:
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(1) Physical facilities of the relative foster home shell be in good cohdition
and pre#ent no hazard to the health and safety of children.

(2) Foster homes shall be in substantial complignce with all provisions of
state and local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations concerning health and
safety.

(3) The physical space, construction, and maintenance of each foster home

and premises shall be in good repair and kept in 2 sufficiently elean and sa.fzitary

condition so that the physical well being as well as a reasonable degree of physmal .'

comfort is assured the members of the foster family. When conszdermg the home
in terms of 1ts health and safety, the agency must be satisfied that;
(i) there are sufficient sleeping arrangements and space;

(i) there is an adequate water shpply;

(iii)  the home is free of fire hazards and is equipped with at least one

smoke detector; and
(iv)  there are adequate bathing, toilet, and lavatory facilities,

(4) No approved relative foster parent shall rent rooms to-lodgers or boarders

~or receive and care for maternity cases, except as part of the foster care program,

or conduct any business on the premises whieh might adversely affect the welfare

of children or, exeept with the permission of the appropriate authorized agency,

receive or eare for convalescent cases.

(e) Approved relative foster parents shall execute an agreement with the

authorized agency which_granted the approval to operate stipulating that the foster
family boarding home parent will:

(1) enable children received et board to mingle freely and on equal footing'
with other children in the houset;old end in the community and to be accepted as
members of the household and shere in its pleasures and responsibilities;

(23 énénge for ehildren of school age to_atten_d school regulerly as required

by the Educetion Law;

T
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| (3) never leave children under the age of 10 yeers alone without competent
supervision, nor children above that age except &s might reasonably be done by a
prudent parent in case of his own children;

(4) except as permitted by the appropriate suthorized egency, never use
their foster family boarding home to care for more than two infants under two
years of age, including the foster parents' own children, except in tho#e eases
where the foster parents have demonstrated the eapacity to do so and a sibling
group would otherwise have to be separated;

' (5-) supply children with food of good quality, properly prepared and served at

‘teguilar hours and sufficient in quantity; with due consideration to their age and

special needs, children shall join at table in the meals of the household;
(6) keep the clothing of children provided by the agency, parent or foster

perent in proper condition of repair and cleenliness; and endeavor to provide

children with a sufficient quantity of elothing, adapted to seasonal conditicns, and

of such style and quality as not to distingufsh them from other children in the
eommunity;

(7) provide for each child at board individual toilet artieles suitzble to his
age, such as comb, toothbrush, towels and washeloths, and individual drawer and

closet space;

(8) provide a suitable, well lighted place for children of school age for home
study;
 (3) recognize and respect the religious wishes of the natural parents of
children in care and endeavor to protect and preserve their religious faith;

(10) endeavor to cooperate with the agency staff in the implementation or
review of each child's service or discharge plan and inform the agency of any
incident or event that effects or may efz‘gct the child's adjustment, health, safety,

or well being and/cr mey have some bearing upon the current service plan;
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(11) provide a family atmosphere of acceptance, kindness and understanding

end endeavor to give each child the support, sttention and recognition that

facilitetes adjustment to the home and that promotes the childs normal develop-
ment; - '

(12) permit an authorized representative of the agency to enter the home to

investigate in good faith & formal complaint regarding the care of the foster child;

and

(13) inform the egency of any changes in marital status, family composition -

or number of persons resxdmg in the home and any changes in the physieal facilities
comprising the foster home. ) '

(d) The egreement required pursuant to subdivision (¢} of this section shall
include a statement of the preference of foster parents as required-under
subdivision 1-a of sectioq 374 of the social services law and a statement of the
foster parent's rights provided under section 431.10 of this title.

(e) Exceptions to the provisions of this part, other than statutory require-

ments set forth in this part, may be proposed by an authorized agency when it

determines that such exeeption is hecessary to board & child, is in the best interest

of the ehilc to effect such boarding arrangement and is consistent with the health,
sefety, and welfare of the child. Any exception, however, shall be tentative only
and subject to review and ratification by the department. Boarding arrangements
shall be made con-tingenf on such approval. Upon such review, should it be

determined that the exception is not in the best interest of the child to be boarded,

upon notice thereof to the agency, the department shall disapprove the proposed

arrangement. A report, with the reason for each such exception, shall be made by

the agency upon forms preseribed by the department.

e,
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444.9 Annual review of approved relative foster homes; reopenings and
changes in approved foster homes.

(a) Agency practice and procedures for annual review of an approved home
shall inelude the following:

(1) a written evaluation of the home and family that uses the criteria for
approval as specified in this part and in part 443 of this title;

(2) e written evaluation of the eare provided children in the home and the
working relationship of the relatives with the agenéy;

(3) & written statement from a physician about the relative family's health if

.. it has'been 2 years since the date of the lest medical exam, conforming .to the

standards set forth in section 444.8(a)(2) of this part and part 443 of this title; _and
(4) &n oral review of the eva.luation with the relative foster parent {s).
() Aééﬁcy practice and procedure for reopening an approved foster Lome
whieh previously has closed includes:

(1) completion of 2 new application

(2) an update of the home-study that includes a written evaluation of the

-'hdrhe that uses the criteria for the approval as specified in this part and in part 443

of this title.

(3) a written statement from a physician, about the relative's family health
conforming to the standards set forth in part 443 of this title, (2 medical exam thaf
was completed within the past year will satis{y this requirement), and

(4) an oral review of the evaluation with the foster parent before a letter of
approval is sent to the home. |

(c) Agency practice and procedure for changes'that occur when an adult
spouse of & foster parent comes into the home and applies for approval inecludes:

(1) completion of a new application for approval as & relative foster home;
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{2} completion of a medical exam for the applicant as specified in part 444.3
of this title; and |

(3) an up-date of the home-study.

444.10 Non-renewsal or revocation of an approvel for relative foster homes.
Agency practice and procedure for non-renewal or revocation of an approval for
relative foster -hornes shall include:

(a) Advising the relative foster parents before the expiration date on the
letter of approval that the agency plans not to renew the approval of their home.

Non-renewal of an approved relative's home shan be besed upon such factors as

“fallu-e to meet one or more of the eriteria for approval as specxfled in section

444.8 of the part, or upon a determination by the egenecy that the home no longer
meets the ch@ld‘s needs. The reasons for such action shan be specified in a letter
postmarked at least 20 deys before the child shall be removed, discharged or |
transferred from the relatxve's home. |

(b) Advising the relative foster parent(s) that their approval will be revoked.

Revocation of an approval may be based upon sueh factors as failure to meet one

"“or more of the criteria for approval as specified in section 444.8 of this pert, or

upon e determinstion by the agency that the home no longer meets the child's
needs. The reasons for such action shall be specified in a letter postmarked at
least 20 days before the child shall be removed, discharged or transferred from the

relative's home.

{(¢) Arranging for the relative foster parent to meet with an official of the
agency to review the decision and the reasons for the agency decision.

(d) When there is a failure to meet one or more of the eriteria required for
approval but it is determined that continuity of the family relanonshlps and

ongoing care of the child in the relative's home is in the child's best interest and is



(Deleted material [brackets; new material underlined.)






