D§S.329 (Rev. 5/78)

Ni2W YORK STATHE )
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

40 NORTH PEARL 3TREET, ALBANY, NEW YORK 12243
Arthur Y. Webb

Acting Commissioner : .{An Informationat Ietter informs local districts of potentlal

sumiEcT: Jurisdiction in Adoption Proceedings

developments in the Bocial Bervices field, orf of actual or
potential developments in collateral fields of interest]

TRANSW+TALNOJ B2 INF-14 _ ;
' [Services] .

TO: . Commissioners of Social Services

bATE:_August_2h, 1982

SUGGESTED . .
_DBTRIEUTloN: Commigsioner

211l Child Welfare Staff

Social Services Attorney

Voluntary Child Caring Agency Directors
‘Adopticn Agency Directors.

CONTACT PERSON: Any questions concerning this release should be directed to

IT.

Hanna Grossman, Asst. Dir., Policy Development, 800-342-3715,
Ext. 131-8028

PURPOSE

The purpose of this release is to inform local districts, social services,
attorneys, and authorized - -agencies of the action of the Legisiature in
Chapter 232, Laws of 1982 to extend to September 1, 1984, the period of con-
current jurisdiction by Family Courts and Surrogate's Courts over adoption
proceedings;- : '

BACKGROUND .
Section 641 of the Family Court Act which was originally enacted in 1962,

was intended to grant exclusive original jurisdiction over adoption pro-
ceedings to the Family Court. Prior to the enactment of section €41 and to

the present, the surrogate's court also possesses original jurisdiction over

adoption proceedings. Since the initial enactment, the Legislature has made
a number of extensions to the period of concurrent jurisdiction. Chapter
232, Laws of 1982, is the most recent of these extensions, extending to
September 1, 1984, the period in which the Surrogate's Court may continue to
exercise concurrent original jurisdiction over adoption proceedings with the
Pamily Court.’
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IMPLICATIONS = ' : - o
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Adoption proceedings may continue to be brdught in either Family Court or
Surrogate's Court until September 1, 1984, ' :

RECOMMENDATIONS

While there is a continuing option to.initiate an adoption proceeding in
either Family Court or Surrogate’'s Court, adoption proceedings involving
adoptive children whose cases already have had involvement in the Family
Court should alsc be brought in Family Court, in order to insure continuity
and to make use of the Family Court's existing familiarity with the case.
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