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All inquiries regarding this release should be directed fo Mr. H. A.
Harkess, Bureau of Policy Planning, Division of Services, 40 North Pear!
Street, Albany, New York 12243 or by calling toll free |-800-342-3715,
extension 49574.

I. PURPOSE _ : : _ -

The purpose of this ietter is to inform tocal district. of recent changes
in. adoption subsidy law and requirements effective as of January 1, 1982
and of Depariment proposals to revise adoptic . ~vbsidy regulations.

1.~ BACKGROUND

AdopTion with subsidy makes possible the adoption of numbers of hard-
to-place and handicapped children who might otherwise not be adopted.
Experience with the adoption subsidy program !ed to proposals To change
adoption subsidy law to reduce the distinction between hard-to-place
and handicapped children in regard to The making and the paying of adop-
+ion subsidies and to eliminate financial eligibility reguirements for
adoption subsidies altogether. Further impetus fToward making These
changes came with- The passage of the Adoption Assistance and Chiltd

wal fare Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-272) which required states fo eliminate
financial eligibility requirements relating +o adoptinn subsidies in
order to qualify for federal reimbursement for adeption subsidies. The
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State Legislature passed and The Governor has-enacted, to be effec—

- Tive January I, 1982, Chapter 989, Laws of 198I.

The primary effect of Chapter 989 is o eliminate the means test and .
income eligibility of adoptive parents as a consideration in deter-
mining eligibility for adoption subsidy. While the statufory defini-
tions of hard-to-place child and handicapped child are left infact tfo
define the types of children for whom adoption subsidy payments may
be made, Chapter 989 removes all other distinctions between the two
categories so that all adoption subsidy payments, affter January I,

1982, will be subject to the same provisions. No change is made to
+the medical subsidy provisions. Chapter 989 also provides that no
payments for which agreements are completed prior to January. 1, 1982,

may be reduced or oTherW|se |mpa|red by implementation of These sTafu-
Tory changes

v

PROGRAM !MPLICATIONS

The Department will revise its reguiations fto incorporate these new
provisions. [T will also update other provisions of fhe existing regu-
jations, such as revising the annual income schedule to base it on the

most recent Federal report of median annual income and fo make explicit -
its application in one-parent and two-parent adoptive family situations.
This schedule will be applied only to determining level of payments.

I+ will not apply to financial eligibility. Lastly, the revised regu-
lations will makeé clear the basis upon which the state will reimburse
local districts for adopfion'subsidy payments made to adoptive parents.

These proposed regulations wlll appear in the New York Stafe Re9|s+er
and will be subject to public comment.

RECCMMENDAT 1ONS

This lrifoermatioral letter is intendéd to give districts notice of the

_ sTa*ufory changes and advance notice of the proposed regulatory changes.
‘It is recommended that interested districts review the attached copy

of Chapter 982. Comments or recommendations for inclusion info the
adoption subsidy reguIaTtons may be sent In response to their publi-

" cation for comment in the New York Stafe Reg|s+er or in advance o the .

conTacT person noted above.
ATTACHVENT

A copy of Chapter 989, Laws of 1981 is attached for information and
reference. S s :

Deputy Commissioner
[Division of Services

Attachment
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STATE OF NEW YORK

R. R. 399

1981-1982 Rééﬁiar Sessions

IN ASSEMBLY

CHAP_Z¢£7 LAWS oF 195/

Introducad by M. of A, VANN, EVE-Hulti-Sponsored by—M. of A, A N,

RAMS
DUGAN, GREEN; HARENBERG, HIRSCH, HOYT, SANDERS, SCHIMMINGER, TALLOY,
‘WILSON—read once and refarred to the Cormittes on Child Cara~pagged
by Assembly and Senasce fecalled from Senata, vota raconsidared, B4)]
* smanded, ordared reprinted and restorsd to third reading

AN - ACT to arand the social services law, 3. ~=Tation to subsidiss fop

the adoption of childres and repealing section four hundred fifry-tuo
thereof relating tharato )

Ihe People of the State of New York, fepresented in Senats snd Assem~

biy, do enact ag follows:

‘. Section 1. "Saction four hundred.fifty-two of tha social sarvices law

is REPEALED. .

§ 2. The section heading and subdivision one of section four hundred
fifty-threa of such law, as added by chapter eight hundred Sixty-fiva of
the laws of ninetaen hundrad Seventy-seven, are amended to raad as
follows: - .

Maintenance subsidy; handicapped or hard to place child, 1.
services official may make monthly payments for tha car.
of a handicapped or hard to vlace child whom he has placa
tion or whe has been adopted. Such payments shall ba wad
nual review until the child's twenty-firse birthday to pe
the child has been placed, or te persons who havae adopted

4 social
and maintenancas
d out for adop-
8 withoyt gp-

thae child and

‘who applied for such Payments prior te tha adoption, Pursuant tg a writ-

ten agreement therefor between such official and such persons.  Thae-
social services official shall consider the financial status of such
persons only for the purpose of determining the dmount of the Pdyments

to be mada, pursuant to subdivision three of this section,

EXPLANATION-—Hattar'in italics (undarscorad) {3 new;

nattar in brackars
[ ] 43 0ld law to ba omitted,
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1 & 3. Subdivision ene of section four buddrad fifty-six of suck law, as
2 gdded by chapter eight hundred sixty-five of the lsws of "=ninatecn hun-
3- dred saventy-sevan, is amended to read as followuws: : - .
& 1. Payments mada by social services officials pursuant to the provi-
§ aions of this title shall, if approved by the department, ba subject ta

6 ceimbursement by the stats, in sccordanca with the regulations of the.
7 department as follows: there shall be paid to sach sccial sorvices dis~-"

8 ¢rict (&) the amount of fadaral funds, 1f any, properly racsived or to
9 be rsceived on account of such payments; (b) seventy-fiTe per centum of
10 such payments after first dsducting therafrom aay federnl funds proparly
11 recsivad oT to bs recaived oa gccount tharsof; provided, however, that
12 whea  paymsnts under ssection [four hundrad fifty-two oz] feur hundred

‘13 fifey-thres of this title ara made to & person O psri3cnd ragiding in a

14" social services » district whose board zazs exceeds that of tha disetziet

15 waking such payments, that portion of tha payments which exceeds the

16 board rate of the district saking the payments shall be subject to reim-
17 bursemeat by the stata in the ameunt of one hundrad par centum tharaof.
& & 4. Seczion four hundred gifry-saven of guelk” lav, as added by chapter

19  aight hundred sixty-five of tha laws of aineteen hundred Ssventy-sevea, .

20 is amended to read ‘as follews::

L)
21§ 457, - Out-of-stats adoptive pegents. With respect $o a child who

22 has been adopted vithin this stats but who has baan removed from this
23 statd by his adoptive parests, or & shild who has bezea adopted by resi-

24 - dants of another scata or of tha commonwealth of Puerto Rico and who is, -
28 or wuho is likely %o become, & public charge within this gtata, payments’

26 —undar saction [four hundrad fifty-twve,] fous hundred fifty-three or four
27 hundred fifty-four of chis titla may bs made pursuant to an agreemant

. 28 between tha distzict and ths adoptiva parsntd, provided that such
29 . agreement is in eaccordanca with the regulations of ths depsriment.
30 gpromulgated to achiave tha objective of increasing tha numbar of adop-
31 tions of potencial public charges, with particular szphasis upon handi-.

32 capped and hard to place children. Any such agreement shall Dbacoms void

93 ag such time as it is datormined by the social sarvices official that &

34 c¢hild on vhose behalf payments azra baing rtaceived pursuans 10 such
35 agreemenl Wias breught into this state fox the sole purposs of qualifying
36 prospective out-of-stats adeptive parents for such payments. Such
47 determination may be appealed to tha department which, upon raceipt of

.48 the appeal, shall conduct a4 fair hearing in accorddncs with the provi-

39 s$ions of secticn four hundred gifty-five of this titla.

40 § 5. This act shall take effect on the first day of January next suee

41 ceeding the dats on which It shall have become a law; provided, however, ;

‘42 that nething herein contained shall be deemed to reducs or impaiz aay
toom. A .

4 doption subsidis d prior to suchd ]
3 a.op on subsi ésrapprovo prior to suc giffgj_

+4 ?;-‘.‘ .

AtE.




