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I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this letter is to inform local districts of
a 1981 amendment to Scocial Services Law 372 relating to access
to confidential records by the Family Court.

IT. BACKGROUND

Chapter 363 of the Laws of 1981 amends subdivision 4 of
Secrion 372 of the Social Services Law to bestow the Family
Court with jurisdiction to consider, after notice and a tearing,
whether access to records collected pursuant to B372 of the
Social Services Law may be granted. The Supreme Court already
possesses the authority to make such a determination. The
records in question are foster care records of abandoned,
delinquent, destitute, neglected or dependent children in the

care of an institution or an agency.
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I1I. PROGRAM IMPLICATIONS

Often the Family Court will be considering issues which
directly relate to children in foster care (i.o., Section 392
of the Social Services Law). In the course of Lhe Family
Court proceedings, questions may arise which ceuld be resolved
by gaining access to foster care records which fall under
Section 372 of the Social Services Law. Presently, the party
or parties seeking access must go outside of the existing
Family Court proceeding and seek relief in the Supreme Court.

‘This amendment removes the need for such a duplication of effort.

IV, RECOMMENDATIONS

" It is recommended that the information here be dlstrlbuted
among Child Welfare staff and authorized dgencies.
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