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Purgose:

The purﬁose of this letter is to advise authorized agencies that omne of
the provisions of Chapter 139, Laws of 1979, has made it easier for a father
of an illegitimate child to assure the child the right to inherit from him.

~ Specifically, the law gives an illegitimate child and his offspring the
right to inherit from his father and his paternal kindred by two me thods:
(1) 1If a court has made an order of filiation during the lifetime of the
father in a proceeding instituted during the pregnancy of the mother or within
ten years from the birth of the child. {2) If the father has signed an instru-
ment acknowledging paternity and the instrument has been recorded with the
Department's Putative Father Registry within ten years of the child's birth.

Backgroquﬁ

' Chapter 139 is intended to bring New York State law within the intent
of recent Supreme Court decisions that have emphasized the need for legislation
that would facilitate the inheritance rights of illegitimate children.
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Loy, T

The law is expected. to mltlgate the effects of -the previous provisions.
of the intestate succession.law by eliminating the harsh restrictions om .
1nher1tance by 1lleg1t1mate ch11dren Until- enactment “of Chepter 139 the
rlghts of intestate’ succe551on were limited to those chlldren whose patern1ty
was established within -two years of their birth. This two year statute of"
llmltatlons had discriminated against’ many ¢hildren whose paternlty was. never
questioned but had not been establlshed by court decree. Many 111eg1t1mate
children had known and l1ved w1th thezr fathers but a paternity proceedlng _
was: never. 1n§“rtuted 'Slnce paternlty had never been a matter of contentlon.




5. Advise the father that a motion for relief from an acknowledgement 3
of paternity may be made by the mother, other legal guardian of
the child, the child, or by himself. However, such motion must
be made within one year from the date that the written notice had
been sent out by the Putative Father Registry that an acknowledge-
‘ment of paternity was received and recorded.

The recommended format for an acknowledgement of paternity instrument
is attached.

Deputy Commissioner’
Division of Services







Recommended Format for

Paternity Aclknowledgment

i, , residing at _
(neme of natural father) {street)
. hereby acknowledge that I am the
town) (state) (zip code)
natural father of born on in
(name of child) (date of birth
The mother of the above child,
{(town) (state) " {name of child)
is = , who resides at :
~({name of mother) (street) {town)
{state) (zip code)
WITNESS:
. J
Neme Natural Father
Address
WITNESS:
Name
Address

State of New York
County of

On the day of , before me came
{date) {month) (year) {(name of

to me known to be the individual described nerein and woLo

natural father)

executed the foregoing instrument, and acknowledge to me that ne eyxecuted same,

Notary Public
State.of Hew York

County of



R ARy - pE = s s = e e o L L B S S S

On the . . day of" , before me came
(mentn): —  (year): |

e o, ende to me known to be the individuals
(Withess) (witness)’ x

~

and witnesses described herein and whe witnessed the execution of the foregceing

inS%fﬁméﬁ£1ahdfadkﬁéWIédgEd:tb-me that they exeeuted same,




