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Purpose: The purpose of the directive is to advise local social service districts

of the provisions of section 424-b of the social service law, which became effectivé-
on October 1, 1980,  This recently enacted law pertains to recelving and

. investigating reports of suspected child abuse/maltreatment in certain public and

private agencies.

Background: Histerically, the State Central Register accepted reports.of
suspected child abuse/maltreatment concerning children in homes or facilities
operated or supervised by a Department of Social Services authorized agency, the
Division for Youth, or an Office of the Department of Mental Hygiene.  These
reports were received and telephoned to local child protective staff for
investigation (in conjunction with Department regional office staff in the case of
local distriet certified or operated homes). ~ Recent Department fair hearing
decisions have called into question the authority of the State Central Register to

.. accept reports and maintain information concerning suspected child abuse /maltreatment .

in various types of facilities. The new section 424-b is intended to provide

clear authority for the State Central Register to accept reports ana intain
information on children suspected of being abused or maltreated if certain facilities.
Additionally, the new section gives structure as to who shall perfdrmthe-{
gation. ' ' o _ .
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Program Imﬁlications: For those homes or.facilitiesroperaté& by'the.DivisiOn o

for Youth or an office of the Department of Mental Hyglenme, where child abuse/

maltreatment is suspected, the State Central Register will refer the report to

the central office of the Division for Youth or appropriate office of the

. Department of Mental Hygiene so that they may perform an investigation, come to

Iv,

a. determination as to the validity of the allegation, and report their deter-

- mination to the State Central Register. The local child protective service will

no lenger receive telephone notice of such reports from the State Central Register, .

nor will they be respomsible for performing an investigation as of October 1, 1980,
-the effective date of the new law. ' -

. In districts which operate a local reporting system (Monroe and Onondaga), if a

person wishes to report a case of suspected child abuse/maltreatment in one of the

'.ébove type facilities or homes, they ghall either be instructed to telephone the

State Central Regis;ér_directly, or .the local district may take the information -

from the reporting source and transmit this information immediately to the State"

Central Register. =~ In any event, such reports shall not be made a part of the
local register and should not be investigated or assessed by the local district.

1f the State Central Register should transmit a report te a local district, and
upon investigation the local child protect've service learns that the report
pertains tc a facility or home under the jurisdiction of the Division for Youth
or an office of the Department of Mental Hygiene, the district should cease its -
involvement and notify the State Central Register immediately. Responsibility for

completing the investigation will fall upon the appropriate State agency. :

State Central Register staff have conddcted three two-day regional training and

technical assistance sessions for those Division for Youth, Office of Mental Health

and COffice of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disability staff who will be
involved in the investigatiom of reports of suspected child abuse and maltreatment
in facilities or homes under their jurisdicatiom. As the implementation of the
legislation proceeds, and as additional training needs become more pronownced, -
it is anticipated that additionel training will take place, In that the State

' Central Register will maintain its monitoring function in these types of reports,

it is expected that technical assistance will be provided to the State agencies
involved through the feedback process on individual reports.

Required Action: In those facilities under the jurisdication of the Department or
certified or operated by the local sociel service district, the current operational
policy for performing an investigation of suspected child abugse/maltreatment as
Jescribed in 78 ADM-87, will continue to remain in effect. '

As_such, the loecal child-ﬁroﬁectiﬁe'éervice will have the respdnsiﬁility for

'-carrying out its investigative and assessment responsibilities in all of the
facilities under the jurisdiction of the Department and the facilities certified
or operated by the local social service district. Alse to be continued will be

the direct involvement of the Department’'s Regional Office staff in those reports
which allege abuse/maltreatment in facilities certified or operated by the local
social service district. ' : : ' '
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