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Memo

To: 		DJJOY Staff
From: 		Mary Carli, Associate Commissioner for Human Resources[image: ]

Date: 		April 8, 2020

Re:		Wearing N95 Respirator or Surgical Type Face Mask in the Workplace


Effective immediately, Office of Children and Family Services staff in occupations that provide direct care or otherwise interact with the public are permitted to wear an N95 respirator or surgical-type face mask in the workplace in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency. This permission shall remain in effect for the duration of the Governor’s declared state of emergency or until further notice by the agency.
The agency will provide a respirator or face mask for staff working in an area where personal protective equipment (PPE) is required (e.g., close engagement with confirmed COVID-19 case).
Pursuant to this notice, staff may acquire their own respirator or face mask for use in areas where staff are not required to wear PPE. Any PPE that is acquired by staff for their own use is their responsibility and must be removed from the workplace at the end of each shift. The agency cannot attest to the effectiveness of any PPE acquired and used by staff in preventing COVID-19 transmission.
For further information on COVID-19 and New York’s response, please visit:
· New York Department of Health’s COVID-19 Webpage at https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Webpage at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
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