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The additions of 18 NYCRR 428.3(i) and 428.6(d) and the amendment  to 18 NYCRR 430.12(c)(2)(i)(a) require that the Family Assessment and Service Plan be developed in consultation with a child in foster care who is 14 years of age or older, and at the option of the child, with up to two members of the “case planning team” who are chosen by the child and who are neither the child’s foster parent(s),  case manager, case planner nor caseworker. The agency with case management responsibility would have the ability to reject an individual selected by the child to be on the case planning team if there is good cause to believe that the individual would not act in the child’s best interests. One individual selected by the child could be designated as the child’s advisor and could advocate with respect to the application of reasonable and prudent parenting.  
The amendments to 18 NYCRR 428.5(c) and 428.9(c) address the P.L. 113-183 requirements to what the agency must document for submission  at each permanency hearing where APPLA is the requested permanency planning goal. This includes a demonstration of intensive, ongoing and unsuccessful efforts to secure an alternative permanency plan to APPLA.
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 428.6(c) requires that a case plan for a child in foster care who is 14 years or older include a document that describes the rights of the child concerning such matters as education, documents and the “right to stay safe and avoid exploitation”. In addition, the case plan must contain an acknowledgment executed by the child that the child was provided with a copy of the rights and that the rights were explained to the child.  Also for a child in foster care who has attained 14 years of age, the case plan must include a written description of the programs and services which will help the child prepare for the transition from foster care to successful adulthood. 
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 428.9(b)(1) requires that each child in foster care 14 years of age or older be a participant in their case consultation, as well as the two members of the case planning team that were chosen by the child, if applicable.
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 430.11(c)(4) expands the relative identification and notification requirements involving a child removed from home to include all parents of a sibling of the child where such parent has legal custody of such sibling
The amendments to 18 NYCRR 430.12(c)(2)(i)(d) address the requirement that the child’s service plan address the steps taken by the authorized agency to see that the child’s foster parents or child care facility are following the reasonable and prudent parent standard and to ascertain whether the child has regular, ongoing opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate activities, including consulting with the child.  
The amendment of 18 NYCRR 430.12(f)(1)(i) raises the age for establishing the permanency goal of another planned living arrangement ( APPLA) from 14 to 16 years of age.  
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 430.12(k) changes the age at which the child receives a copy of any consumer report on them from ages 16 and over to ages 14 and over.  The child must continue to receive these reports until the child is discharged from foster care.
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 430.12(1) adds additional documents to the medical and educational records that children in foster care are required to receive when they are discharged from foster care.  The regulation applies to children who have been in foster care for six or more months and who are leaving foster care by reason of attaining the age of 18 years or older.   Agencies are required to provide each youth exiting foster care at age 18 or older with an official or certified copy of their United States birth certificate, social security card, medical records, health insurance information and state issued ID card (or driver’s license), if eligible to receive such documentation.   
The amendments to 18 NYCRR 431.8(b)(3) and 431.8(h) address protocols for locating and responding to children who run away from foster care; including determining and documenting in the child’s case record the primary reasons that contributed to the child running away or otherwise being absent without consent, and responding to those factors in the child’s current and subsequent foster care placements. Upon return to care, the child will also have to be screened for sex trafficking as defined in Federal law.  In addition, the regulations implement the requirement that agencies report the absence immediately, and in no case later than 24 hours after receiving information on missing or abducted children or youth, to the law enforcement authorities for entry in to the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) database of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NMEC).  This standard applies to all children in foster care and to children for whom the social services district has an open services case or supervisory responsibility, which includes children who have not been removed from their home.  
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 431.8 (3)(iii) implements the requirement that an agency who receives information that a child in foster care or whom the social services district has an open services case or supervisory responsibility of, has been identified as a sex trafficking victim, as defined by applicable federal law, must immediately and in no case later than 24 hours after receiving the information report the child to law enforcement. 
The addition of 18 NYCRR 441.25 addresses the new reasonable and prudent parent standard requirements that must be applied by foster parents and child care facility staff.  They include the knowledge and skills relating to the reasonable and prudent parent standard for the participation of the foster child in age or developmentally appropriate activities. The regulation requires that each child care facility have on-site presence of at least one person who is designated to be the caregiver authorized to apply the reasonable and prudent standard to decisions involving the foster child’s participation in these activities. 
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 443.2(e) (1) reflects the training requirement of the reasonable and prudent parent standard for foster parents. The training must include knowledge and skills relating to the child’s developmental stages of cognitive, emotional, physical and behavioral capabilities and the skills relating to decision making.
The amendment to 18 NYCRR 443.3(b)(1) adds to the agreement a foster parent must execute to include the foster parent will apply the reasonable and prudent parent standard referenced in the new 18 NYCRR 441.25.


