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OCFS received comments from a legal service provider, New York City and one county concerning the Specialized Secure Facility (SSD) regulation published on April 11, 2018. 

Generally, the comments requested additions to several sections pertaining to SSD operations including case management, health services, behavioral health services, youth supervision, visits, telephone access, hygiene, deathbed/funeral visits, good behavior allowances and mail.  In some cases, the requested addition was already present in another section of regulation. In many others, OCFS’ response was that the matter can be left to policy.  

Three unsubstantial changes were made.  Section 180-3.21(a)(1) was revised to clarify the intent of the regulation is that immediate attention must be given to a youth who arrives at an SSD with an urgent medical need.  Section 180-3.25(1) was revised to align with section 180-3.26(a)(5) and to clarify that the case manager develops a pre-approved list for visits and telephone contact with the youth, youth's parent(s) or guardian and other appropriate individuals. Section 180-3.32(b)(2)(vi) was revised to clarify that funeral/deathbed visits may be made available to all youth in SSD facilities.  

 
