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III.
LEGAL AUTHORITY
The State legal authority for Child Protective Services is found in Social Services Law, Article 6, Title 6, Sections 411 through 428. New York State regulatory authority is established in 18 NYCRR Part 432. Additional authority is established in the Family Court Act, Article 10.
On the federal level, Public Law 93-247, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (1/74) (42 USC 5101 et seq.), which has been amended in subsequent years, mandates certain federal requirements the States must satisfy in order to be eligible for federal research and demonstration funds.
Among these requirements are: 

· Provision for the reporting of known and suspected instances of child abuse and neglect, including abuse and neglect of children in residential institutions; 

· Enactment of a law granting immunity from prosecution to persons reporting child abuse and neglect;

· Provision that, upon receipt of a report, an investigation will be made promptly, and immediate steps taken to protect the child, and any other child under the same care, who may be in danger of abuse or neglect;

· Protection of the confidentiality of all child abuse and neglect records;

· Provision for cooperation among law enforcement agencies, courts, and human service agencies in the area of child abuse and neglect.

