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[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: _Hlk50711893][bookmark: _Hlk509212834]Title:	Solicitation of Interest New York Forward Short-Term Rental Assistance for Displaced School-Age Child Care Programs

Agency:		Children and Family Services, NYS Office of
			Bureau of Contract Management


Date of Issue:  	9/25/2020

Due Date/Time: 	Rolling Acceptance with Final Deadline 12/31/2020 by 5:00 PM Eastern Standard Time for On-line Applications and all required documentation

	Paper Applications and all required documentation must be postmarked by 12/31/2020
	

Location:  	Statewide

Counties:		All NYS Regions 


Background

The New York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) is accepting applications for a grant available through NYS with funding from the federal CARES Act related to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

OCFS will make available $20 million in the third installment of the federal CARES funding to help support school-age child care programs and the families who need these child care services.  The grants will assist school-age child care programs that have been displaced from their school due to COVID-19. Prior to this school year, approximately 60 percent of school-age child care programs are located in school buildings.  Most school buildings are closed to outside programs or are reducing space available to such programs in the building.  Nevertheless, the need for the child care programs remains and the State’s school-aged child care capacity must be preserved. 

School-age child care providers are eligible for a Short-Term Rental Assistance for Displaced Child Care Program Grant if they are a registered school-age child care program that has been displaced from a school building due to COVID-19, and have found an alternate site where they will operate an in-person school-age child care program. Any alternate site must receive an emergency location waiver from OCFS. 

Funds can be used to support up to four months (September, October, November and December) to reimburse rental costs at alternate sites (actual cost of rent up to $2,000 per month) or for actual rent and contracted transportation costs for transportation to the alternate site up to a maximum of $2,000 per month. Reimbursement for rental costs is only available for months where the program is open. 
OCFS will contract with a fiscal agent which will distribute funding to successful applicants, consistent with the OCFS-approved applications.  

Definitions for This Grant Opportunity
Displaced from Child Care Program Due to COVID-19 – This means that the program is not able to operate in its approved location due to non-voluntary, COVID-related reasons. This could include the school being closed, the school revoking permission for the program to operate due to COVID-19 and other related reasons such as the need for social distancing and increased cleaning time. This does not include displacement for reasons other than COVID-19, such as voluntary program moves, or evictions due to failure to pay rent on the previous space or evictions related to breaking the terms of the rental/fee agreement. 

In-Person Child Care: While programs may offer child care that supports remote learning, the provider must have students on site receiving child care as defined by SSL 390(1)(a) to be eligible for this grant opportunity. 


$20M for Short-Term Rental Assistance for Displaced School-Age Child Care Programs Grants 

To support school-age child care programs that have been displaced from their school for COVID-19 related reasons, CARES funding will be used to support up to four months of rent payments and contracted transportation costs. 

In order to be eligible to apply, programs must be a registered school-age child care program displaced from their school location and have already submitted an emergency relocation waiver for the proposed alternate space. 

Allowable costs include: 
· four months’ rent (September, October, November and December) for the alternate site for those months where the program was operating
· contracted transportation costs to the alternate site
Non-allowable costs include:
· utility costs
· security deposits
· purchase of transportation vehicles such as buses, vans, cars, etc. 

The maximum grant amount will be limited by the actual cost of rent and transportation with a maximum grant of $2,000 per month for four months (September, October, November and December), based on continued operation. 

Advance
Advance funding may be requested to support approved programs if no other funds are available to finance the costs for getting the program up and running for the first month’s rent and/or transportation actual costs up to a maximum of $2,000.  The amount requested cannot include amounts that have already been paid and should be the minimum amount necessary to be paid out immediately to achieve the work in the proposed plan.  If an advance payment is required to complete the proposed plan, indicate within the application the amount required and explain why your organization is not able to cover the expenses without assistance, and complete the required attestation. Once expenses are paid using the advance funds, a claim with all associated paid receipts and proof of payment must be submitted for all expenses paid with the advanced grant funds.

Funding Methodology for Short-Term Rental Assistance for Displaced School-age Child Care Programs  
Funding for this grant will be distributed in the order specified below.

1. All registered school-age programs that meet the eligibility requirements and submit a completed application, including attestations and required supporting documentation, will be considered for an award of up to $2,000 per month, for a period of up to four months (September, October, November and December), as described above. OCFS shall review all applications and supporting documentation to determine application completeness and make awards. 

Awards will be made on a first-come, first-served basis as applications are deemed complete and in accordance with the regional funding allocations based on population noted below. There will be a ten percent set-aside of all regional allocations specifically for paper applications. 

	NYS Region
	Total Youth Age 0-14
	Percent of Children
	Regional Allocation

	Capital Region
	175,477
	5%
	$958,790

	Central NY
	136,330
	4%
	$744,894

	Finger Lakes
	208,971
	6%
	$1,141,798

	Hudson Valley
	438,197
	13%
	$2,394,266

	Long Island
	508,322
	15%
	$2,777,423

	Mohawk Valley
	82,920
	2%
	$453,067

	North Country
	74,271
	2%
	$405,810

	New York City
	1,513,541
	44%
	$8,269,843

	Southern Tier
	103,935
	3%
	$567,891

	Western NY
	235,403
	7%
	$1,286,219

	Total (including admin)
	3,477,367
	100%
	$20,000,000



	*Please see appendix A for list of counties by region.


2. If after the application due date funds are still available in the paper application set aside after all applicants are awarded, funding will be moved to the online application pot.  Similarly, if after the application deadline, funds remain in the online application pot after all awards are made, funding will be moved to the paper application pot.

3. After the application deadline, any funds not allocated within a region will be awarded to applicants in regions where the funding cap was initially reached, based on the date and time of completed on-line and paper application submissions.


Eligibility

To be eligible:
· The program must be a school-aged child care program displaced from its school due to COVID-19; and
· it must have applied for an emergency relocation waiver from OCFS for the alternate site, unless the alternate site is currently approved for care. 
· The program must be operating in the fall of 2020 at the alternate site. Funds will only reimburse months in which the program was operating. For example, if a program opens in October and applies in October, the program could receive funds for October, November and December. If a program applies in November but has been operating since September, the program would be eligible for funds for September, October, November and December. 


Application Submission Requirements for Short-Term Rental Assistance for Displaced School-Age Child Care Programs:

· After applying for a waiver for the new space, all applicants must submit the Short-Term Rental Assistance for Displaced School-Age Child Care Programs Application.  

· For applicants applying online, the on-line application and required rental agreement and/or transportation agreement must be submitted during the application period beginning September 25, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020 at 5:00 PM Eastern Standard Time.  The on-line application is available at here[footnoteRef:1].  Applications will be processed and awarded on a first-come, first-served basis, so it is advisable to submit the application as early as possible for the best chance of receiving an award.  [1:  https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6rhs9AB5EE2M64Dowcge5-jBuZc_gOJIpXOBTCe6_YZUN1NDTUo2MDVIMEtPWkg1SjdWVVZZMlRFRS4u] 


· [bookmark: _GoBack]Paper applications may be requested using the phone number available at https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/nycares.php

Important Notes:   
You will receive an email after your application is submitted that will request that you submit the required documentation listed below, so we recommend you submit your application no later than December 30, 2020 to allow time for submission of the required documentation below.

Applications will not be considered completed until the applicable required documents below are submitted.
· For rental assistance, programs must submit with their application a copy of the new lease agreement for the space that has an approved waiver. The new lease space must be sent to OCFS with CCFS ID # and rental assistance application in the subject line. 

· For transportation assistance, programs must submit with their application an agreement for transportation services. This agreement must be sent to OCFS with CCFS ID # and rental assistance application in the subject line. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk51857315][bookmark: _Hlk51848320]Paper applications will be reviewed and awarded on a first-come, first-served basis determined by post-mark date, and must be post-marked no later than December 31, 2020.  

· Providers are encouraged to apply online.

Once applications are approved by OCFS, programs will be notified of their award. Programs must be open within two weeks of the date on their OCFS award letter. Payments will be made on a monthly basis upon receipt of reimbursement documentation requirements.   

Applicants whose application is determined to be incomplete or not eligible for funding will be notified of their status upon completion of review.

To continue to be eligible, awardees must report enrollment weekly on Wednesdays, beginning with the week of application submission, at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BVFB76Kby age group and also the number of youth being transported if provider is approved for transportation expense reimbursement. 


 Important Notes:  

· Applicants must complete and submit the applicable online or paper OCFS application and any required documentation by the on-line or paper submission due dates to be considered for award. 

   
Provider Reimbursement Documentation Submission Requirements:

[bookmark: _Hlk51857122]In order to obtain claim reimbursement upon award, awardees must: 

· Complete a provider request for reimbursement form for approved rental or transportation assistance costs that an applicant is seeking reimbursement for and submit with required documentation.
· Submit complete original vendor detailed invoices (not summaries, purchase orders or order history).  These invoices require an invoice date, a description of the item (rent or transportation contract expense), and total amount paid.
· Include proof of payment for the item.
· Purchases made using a credit card require the receipt identifying items purchased and proof of payment for the associated costs on the credit card used (e.g., a copy of a canceled check or a bank statement showing the funds taken out). 

Programs will submit the required documentation above for purchases made no later than four months of the OCFS award letter date.  Expenses eligible for reimbursement must be paid for between the date of application submission and no later than the end of the fourth month following the date on the provider’s OCFS award letter.  Providers will only be reimbursed for the items that were included in the application approved by OCFS up to the approved grant award.  


Attestations:
· I agree that my program will follow all OCFS regulations and New York State Department of Health guidance.
· I intend my program to be operating for six months following receipt of my program’s first month of Rental Assistance grant. (Example: If month one is October, providers must remain open on March 31, 2020.) I understand that I may be required to return a proration of the funding if it does not occur. 
· I will use funds for allowable purposes as specified in the grant or as approved by OCFS, and for no other purposes.
· I have submitted all required documentation. 
· I will report to OCFS on a weekly basis, as requested by the agency, the number of children in care by age group and also the number of youth being transported, if approved for transportation expense reimbursement. 
· I understand that, regardless of my eligibility, the New York Forward Short-Term Rental Assistance for Displaced School-Age Child Care Programs is contingent on the availability of funds to support it.
· [bookmark: _Hlk51601287]I understand that this is a reimbursement grant, and that all required reimbursement documentation must be submitted in order to be reimbursed for approved expenditures. If requesting an advance, it is limited to the minimum amount needed to carry out the purpose of the approved program, can only be requested if the program has not already purchased the items and cannot exceed the first month grant amount.
· I will develop and maintain on file a sustainability plan outlining how the program will be supported once grant funding ends.
· All receipts and payment documentation for any advance payment received will be submitted in a claim to account for the advance funds received. Failure to do so will result in the program not receiving additional grant funds. 
· Disbursement of any advance payment received by my organization will be timed in accordance with the actual, immediate cash requirement in carrying out the purpose of the approved program.
· I certify that the information provided in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and that I have not withheld relevant information. 




Appendix A: Counties by Region

	County 
	Region

	Albany
	Capital

	Allegany
	Western NY

	Broome
	Southern Tier

	Cattaraugus
	Western NY

	Cayuga
	Central

	Chautauqua
	Western NY

	Chemung
	Southern Tier

	Chenango
	Southern Tier

	Clinton
	North Country

	Columbia
	Capital

	Cortland
	Central

	Delaware
	Southern Tier

	Dutchess
	Hudson

	Erie
	Western NY

	Essex
	North Country

	Franklin
	North Country

	Fulton
	Mohawk

	Genesee
	Finger Lakes

	Greene
	Capital

	Hamilton
	North Country

	Herkimer
	Mohawk

	Jefferson
	North Country

	Lewis
	North Country

	Livingston
	Finger Lakes

	Madison
	Central

	Monroe
	Finger Lakes

	Montgomery
	Mohawk

	Nassau
	Long Island

	Niagara
	Western NY

	New York City Counties
	NYC

	Oneida
	Mohawk

	Onondaga
	Central

	Ontario
	Finger Lakes

	Orange
	Hudson

	Orleans
	Finger Lakes

	Oswego
	Central

	Otsego
	Mohawk

	Putnam
	Hudson

	Rensselaer
	Capital

	Rockland
	Hudson

	St Lawrence
	North Country

	Saratoga
	Capital

	Schenectady
	Capital

	Schoharie
	Mohawk

	Schuyler
	Southern Tier

	Seneca
	Finger Lakes

	Steuben
	Southern Tier

	Suffolk
	Long Island

	Sullivan
	Hudson

	Tioga
	Southern Tier

	Tompkins
	Southern Tier

	Ulster
	Hudson

	Warren
	Capital

	Washington
	Capital

	Wayne
	Finger Lakes

	Westchester
	Hudson

	Wyoming
	Finger Lakes

	Yates
	Finger Lakes
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