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Mission
Statement

The Office of

Children and Family
Services serves New York’s
public by promoting the
safety, permanency and
well-being of our children,
families and communities.

We will achieve results by
setting and enforcing
policies, building partner-
ships, and funding and pro-
viding quality services.

Native American Basket

Boarding Schools Documentary Reviewed

The first quarterly meeting of the Native American Family Services Com-
mission was held on April 27, 2010, at the Office of Children and Family
Services Buffalo Regional Office. Approximately 35 participants repre-
senting three local districts, several voluntary agencies and four Tribal
Nations attended. The agenda included a presentation from NYS Dept.
of Health on a Fetal Alcohol Syndrome demonstration project, as well as
a discussion on staff development and tribal training needs. The second
half of the meeting featured the viewing of the DVD documentary
“Unseen Tears: The Impact of Native American Residential Boarding
Schools in Western New York.” The documentary was produced by
Squeaky Wheels and Native American Community Services of Erie and
Niagara Counties Inc. and included interviews with those that attended
various Boarding schools in Western New York and Southern Ontario.

It was a very powerful and moving story of how the forced removal of
Indian children and the institutional abuse they endured, leaves an int-
ergenerational impact on Native American families today.

Roundtable Focuses on Early Learning

Office of Children & Family Services, Division of Child Care Services
Submitted by Janice Molnar, Deputy Commissioner

NYS Office of Children & Family Services and several tribal represen-
tatives from the Seneca Nation and St. Regis Mohawk tribes partici-
pated in a federal Administration for Children and Families (ACF) Re-
gion Il roundtable on “Integrated Early Learning Systems: Strategies
for Design, Development, and Implementation.”

During the meeting, there were multiple opportunities for small-group
conversation between OCFS and the tribal representatives on systems
development, including needs assessment and planning for the future.

One of the outcomes of the joint discussions between OCFS and the
tribal nations is that OCFS committed to a statewide discussion on
tribal child care issues. This will happen in conjunction with the up-
coming tribal consultation meeting: June 11, 2010, in Rensselaer.



Upcoming Native American Services Meetings

What:
When:
Time:
Where:

What:
When:
Time:
Where:

Native American Family Services Commission

June 1, 2010

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

OCFS Buffalo Regional Office, 295 Main Street, Suite 545
Buffalo, NY 14203

Tribal Consultation Meeting

June 11, 2010

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

NYS Office of Children & Family Services—Rensselaer

Upcoming Trainings & Conferences

What:
When:
Where:

What:
When:
Where:

Domestic Violence Training for Meeting for Child Welfare Staff
June 2-3, 2010

NYS OCFS Native American Services

295 Main Street—>5th Floor

Buffalo, NY 14203

United South & Eastern Tribes, Inc. Meeting
June 14-17, 2010
Mobile, AL

Community Events:

What:

Where:

Topic:
When:

Topic:
When:

Topic:
When:

A Collaborative Education Series bringing together the Central
New York Community: Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common
Future II (programs are free and followed by a reception)

(see following topics)

All speaker series are at: Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee St.,
Syracuse, NY 13210
All programs are at 7:00 p.m.

The Influence of Haudenosaunee Women
May 24, 2010

To place an item in the
newsletter, submit to NAS
Office by:

June 15, 2010
Via email to:

Kim.Thomas @ ocfs.state.ny.us

The Ground Beneath Your Feet is a Sacred: Haudenosaunee Cultural Resource Protection

June 14, 2010

The Two Row Wampum and the Covenant Chain of Treaties
July 12, 2010

Native American Community Services of Erie & Niagara Counties Inc. (NACS)
June 19, 2010 Welcome to Summer—Beaver Island State Park
Opportunity for community to welcome the summer and celebrate the coming of safe and healthy

12:00—5:00

June 217, 2010

12:00

Issue 2

summer.

Walk for Community Unity—Lincoln Parkway (Albright Knox Art Gallery)

Join the NACS. team for a fundraiser by the National Federation for Just Communities of WNY Inc.

(NFJC) Family Fun with live entertainment.
For more information contact: NFJC (716) 853-9596
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