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MACCORMICK SECURE CENTER


LOCATION

300 South Road, Brooktondale, NY 14817

TELEPHONE
607-539-7121

FAX NUMBER
607-539-6588
YOUTH SERVED
Serves juvenile offenders who, while under the age of 16, committed certain violent felonies and were convicted and sentenced in adult criminal court.  Depending upon the sentence, youth may remain in OCFS custody up to 21 years of age.  Also serves fennered juvenile delinquents who are under the jurisdiction of the family court and restrictively placed juvenile delinquents.  Juvenile delinquents may remain in OCFS custody up to the age of 21 depending on their placement order.
BUDGETED CAPACITY
39

PHYSICAL PLANT
MacCormick Secure Center is located in a heavily wooded, sparsely populated area, fifteen minutes from Ithaca.  The population is housed in a one-story, block and brick building.  Three units house thirteen youth per unit in individual bedrooms.  Each unit contains two lounge areas and a central shower room.  The units connect with school classrooms and dining/kitchen area.

SERVICES PROVIDED
Counseling




Group counseling is conducted seven days a week,   utilizing a variety of cognitive modalities:  Aggression Replacement Training, Moral Recognition Therapy, Core Life Skills, Victim Awareness, and HIV/AIDS core curriculum (Cicciatelli).  All modalities are prescribed based upon individual needs as assessed by the treatment team within the framework of Prescriptive Programming.  Generalized education groups are offered for substance abuse using the Innervisions curriculum. Individual counseling is provided weekly by an assigned counselor, mentor program, and on an as-needed basis by a Mental Health provider.
Education/Vocational Programming

The facility provides educational programming for youth according to New York State Education Department requirements.  The Committee on Special Education (CSE) addresses special education needs for classified students and Individual Education Programs (IEPs) are developed for students with disabilities.  State assessments, including regent’s examinations and regent’s competency tests, are also provided to eligible students.  Qualifying youth may also enroll in the Alternative High School Education Programs and pursue a General Equivalency Diploma.  Opportunities involving collaboration with several community colleges may permit students to take some college coursework.
Academic and vocational courses are offered so students can earn credits which can be applied toward a high school diploma upon a student’s return to a community school.  Students also complete a “portfolio,” which provides a summary of relevant documentation, outlines work history, any certifications earned, and experiences gained.



Health Services

Medical coverage is provided seven days a week by licensed health care professionals.  Registered Nurses are on Duty during day and evening shifts seven days a week.  A full time physician’s assistant or nurse practitioner provides primary medical care and a contract Physician visits the facility once a month. Two separate infirmary rooms are available in the medical area for specials needs. Consumers are transported to a local dentist for treatment as needed.  Mental health services are provided by an on staff Social Work and an on staff Psychologists.  A statewide optometrist visits once a month.
Upon admission, each youth has a comprehensive health assessment and an initial plan of care is developed.  Immunizations are brought up to date following current public health recommendations.

Youth with abnormal visual acuity are examined by an optometrist and glasses are dispensed when needed.  An initial diagnostic dental assessment is conducted and preventive dental services are provided.

Nursing sick call occurs daily.  Nurses refer health problems that cannot be addressed via routine nursing interventions to the physician’s assistant, nurse Practitioner or facility physician.  Health staff initiates or continue needed health services via scheduled follow-up appointments.
As needed, health staff establishes continuity of care plans for youth upon release.



Mental Health
Mental health treatment is delivered by Psychologists, Licensed Master Social Workers or Clinical Nurses.  Access to professional level care is available for all youth.  Clinical personnel work directly for OCFS.  Assessment services include mental health and substance abuse assessment; sex offender evaluations; crisis evaluation and intervention; individual/group/family therapy; treatment planning and continuity of psychiatric care.  Facility Clinicians facilitate psychiatric Hospitalization, where needed, and are the facility liaisons to the hospital during the youths stay.  An OCFS Psychiatrist provides youth evaluations on an as requested basis.

Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT)

Youth enhance capabilities by learning skills to regulate emotion, tolerate emotional distress (distress tolerance) and skills to become more effective in interpersonal conflicts.  This therapy treats the youth as relevant and their experiences as meaningful while working to enhance motivation needed to improve their quality of life.
Recreational

A Recreation Specialist oversees the recreation program, which includes both indoor and outdoor activities.  The facility has an indoor gymnasium, game room, exercise room, outdoor baseball field, volleyball court and basketball court.

Religious Services

A community group of volunteers offer religious services, supported by OCFS Home Office Chaplaincy Office and a regional Chaplain.  Participation is by youth choice.

Visitation

Families are vital to the treatment/rehabilitation process and are encouraged to visit on weekends.  Special arrangements are made for weekday visits as needed.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Community Involvement
The Citizens Advisory Board, a group of local residents, provides resources and services to youth at the facility.

Cornell Pet Companions
A pet visitation program is sponsored by the College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University.  Cornell Companions is dedicated to the development of the Human-Animal Bond.  Leadership through specific academic, vocational and experiential learning activities.

Volunteer Program
We welcome volunteers at the facility.  Volunteers provide a wide variety of services, including but not limited to, GED preparation, tutoring, music education, etc.

Southern Tier Advocacy and Mitigation Project, Inc.
Encouraging self-respect, empowerment, leadership and self-determination among young people, adults and families most affected by criminal justice and environmental policies which disregard individual needs, erode community assets and undermine planet security.
Community-Re-Entry Program
The young men who are brought to the facility are offered the possibility of working with volunteers to plan for release back into their communities.  The program helps with the basics of life on the outside:  education, home, work, treatment programs and anything else a youth needs to consider when planning for parole.  The process is collaborative with the Division of Parole and the facility Parole Officer.
Speak Out Program
A policy debate class taught by Cornell debaters.  Youth in the class learn the basics of policy debate and enjoy the competitive and argumentative nature of debate.  The class seeks to teach youth how to articulate arguments with confidence.
Tompkins Learning Partners, Inc.
A program for young men and women in local Office of Children and Family Services facilities who have goals such as improving reading, writing or math skills or preparing for NYS Regents exams.
Tompkins Cortland Community College (Dual Credit Program)
Students may earn college credit while in high school through dual credit, a program that allows TC3 courses to be taught in the high school. This program helps high school students plan for and streamline their transition to college, eliminate duplication in curriculum, challenge students academically and may reduce college costs.  Credits earned through TC3 are transferable to most colleges around the nation.
Tompkins Cortland Community College (On-Line Courses)
These are college level courses and are fully equivalent to traditional classroom courses.  Work requirements are equal to or exceed those for our traditional classroom courses.  Students need to log in at least three to five times a week, complete all of the assignments on time and read all of the course documents provided both by the professor and by other students.  Success in an online course also requires a great deal of motivation and self-discipline.

PRE-RELEASE

Upon youth getting favorable Parole Board
ORIENTATION

responses, the Parole Officer informs the youth of his open date/conditional release.  This information initiates the Pre-Release/Relapse Prevention Phase of Prescriptive Programming.
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