OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES

o mm e e e e e e e +
! ADM NI STRATI VE DI RECTIVE | TRANSM TTAL: 00 OCFS ADM 2
o mm e e e e e e e +
DI VISION:. Strategic Planning
TO Conmi ssi oners of and Policy
Soci al Services Devel opnent

DATE: February 2, 2000

SUBJECT: Voluntary Foster Care Placenent Agreenent

(The text of the Formis available on-1line,
but the formatted version with the correct
print type size is only available off-1line)

SUGGESTED !

DI STRIBUTION:. | Directors of Services
| Legal Staff
1
|

CONTACT !
PERSON: ! BRO Linda Brown (716) 847-3145 USER | D: 89D421
I RRO-Linda Kurtz (716) 238-8201 USER ID: OFHO10
' SRO-Jack Klump (315) 423-1200 USER | D: 89W05
I AROWIIliam MLaughlin (518) 432-2751
! USER | D. OFNO10
I YRO-Patricia Sheehy (914) 377-2080
! USER | D AMA110
I NYCRO- Gail Hallerdin (212) 383-1788
! USER | D. AA0120
1
;
ATTACHVENTS: ! Mbdel Voluntary Placenent Agreenment Form

1
|
1
|
1
|

FI LI NG REFERENCES

Previ ous | Rel eases | Dept. Regs.| Soc. Serv. Manual Ref.
ADMs/ | NFs| Cancel | ed] lLaw & Ot her

| | Legal Ref.
1
|
I Chapter 7
lof the
I Laws of
11999

1
| SSL 384-a
1
1

91 ADM 12

OCFS- 4615EL (Rev. 11/98)



Dat e

Tr ans.

Feb

No.

ruary 2, 2000

00 OCFS ADM 2 Page No. 2

PURPCSE

The purpose of this directive is to informyou of an anmendnent that
nust be nade to voluntary placenent agreenments between parents or
guardi ans and social services districts to whom the parents or
guardians voluntarily transfer the care and custody of their
child(ren). Chapter 7 of the Laws of 1999, which inplenents
nunerous federal provisions contained in the Adoption and Safe
Fam |lies Act (ASFA), requires that voluntary placenment agreenents
be amended to provide notice to parents or guardians "that if the
child remains in foster care for fifteen of the nbst recent twenty-
two nonths, the agency may be required by law to term nate parenta
rights.”

BACKGROUND

91 ADM 12, "Foster Care: Voluntary Placenent Agreenent |nstrunent”
outlined the legal requirenents that needed to be contained in a
voluntary placenent agreenent instrunent between a soci a

services district and parents/guardians. In addition, 91 ADM 12
had a Model Voluntary Placenent Agreenment Form as an attachnent.
This directive updates the Mddel Voluntary Placenent Agreenent
I nstrunent to add | anguage, as required by Chapter 7 of the Laws of

1999, that inforns parents of the 15/22 nonth term nation
provi si on.
Chapter 7 also nandates that for Court petitions, required by

Section 358-a of the Social Service Law for voluntary placenents of
a duration of nore than 30 days, bold print notice of the 15/22
nonth termnation provision be included. Such bold print notice
has been inserted by the Office of Court Admnistration into its
358-a petitions that we previously posted in tenplate formon the
CONNECTI ONS public folder entitled ASFA - Fam |y Court Forms.

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

The Voluntary Placenment Agreenent Instrunment should have certain
categories of information including the terns of the placenent, the

responsibility of the parents, the responsibility of the
Conmi ssi oner, supportive services avail able, etc. The Mode
Vol unt ary Pl acenent Agr eenent has been anended in the

"Responsibilities of Parents" section to include the 15/22 nonth
| anguage.

Addi tionally, the Mddel Voluntary Placenent Agreenent has been
anended to use the term "permanency hearings" to replace "foster
care revi ew hearings" and nmake clear that such hearings are held
within 12 nonths.

The "Right to a Fair Hearing" section has been anended to better
refl ect a parent or guardian's legal rights, as well as to provide
the correct nane and address of the entity to which a person would
direct a request for a hearing.
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The Agreenent was anended in several places to delete the word
"legal" where previously the term"legal guardian" had been used.
The term "guardi an" better reflects the State statutory provisions
pertaining to who may legally voluntarily place a child in foster
care. It is inportant to note, however, that federal reinbursenent
for the foster care placenent would only be available if the
"guardi an" had been appointed by the Court as a | egal guardian.
Therefore, we have left the footnote on the first page that asks
for docunentation if the person obtained | egal guardi anship.

The revised, attached Mdel Voluntary Placenment Agreenent has
additionally been nade into a tenplate and placed in the
af orenenti oned ASFA - Family Court Forns public folder, within
t he Foster Care Placenent Review Fornms section for your possible
use.

REQUI RED ACTI ON

Each social services district nust wuse a voluntary placenent
agreenent that conplies with section 384-a of the Social Services
Law, as outlined in 91 ADM 12 and the new | anguage required by
Chapter 7 of the Laws of 1999 pertaining to a child remaining in

care for fifteen of the nobst recent 22 nonths. The newl y required
| anguage nmust be printed, as was required for much of the other
t ext, inlay terns in a large typeface of at |east 18 point type.
The revised nodel formis attached for your guidance, and is
avail abl e in tenplate form which can be locally tailored
relatively easily, 1in the previously referenced public folder on
CONNECTI ONS.

SYSTEMS | MPLI CATI ONS

None.

ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON

None.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This directive is effective February 1, 2000 retroactive to
February 11, 1999 when Chapter 7 of the Laws of 1999 was enact ed.

Wl liamF. Baccaglini
Di rector
Strategic Planning and Policy Devel opnent



