APPENDIX E

CHAFEE FOSTER CARE INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM

USE OF ALLOCATIONS

This form only needs to be completed if the county is using part of its Federal Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Independent Living allocations (up to 30 percent) for room and board services.
The Chafee Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP) permits the use of Federal funds for room and board services (up to 30 percent) for Independent Living (IL) eligible youth aged 18 to 21 who are being discharged from foster care or who have been former foster care youth.  Room and board expenditures were previously excluded from expenditures that could be reimbursed from Federal Independent Living funds.

Guidelines for room and board services were provided in 02 LCM 05 dated February 28, 2002.  In that LCM eligible expenditures were identified. (For current rates see 09 LCM 06 dated May 5, 2009) 

Room and board payments for former foster care youth ages 18 through 20 years that are made from non-Federal funds may be used for the 20 percent required State/local match, as long as the former foster child is not eligible for payments for such costs from Family Assistance (FA) or Safety Net (SN) support under the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program.

The use of CFCIP funds to support a Supervised Independent Living Program (SILP) is prohibited, as youth placed in SILPs have not been discharged from foster care.  Social services districts are also reminded that room and board payments for youth under age of 18 may not be claimed as an IL expenditure.

Social services districts that opt to use up to 30 percent of the district's Federal allocation for Independent Living services on room and board services must establish written policies and procedures.  Effected counties are asked to complete information under below items, or attach county written procedures to this Appendix.

· The categories of youth that will be provided room and board services; including if room and board will be provided to the optional category of eligible youth who left care before attaining the age of 18.

Appendix E continued

· The maximum levels of funding for the provision of room and board assistance to former foster care youth who aged out of foster care at 18, 19 or 20, but who have not attained the age of 21.

· The expenses that will be covered under the room and board program.

· The maximum dollar amount that will paid to any youth for room and board assistance; the length of time room and board assistance will be provided to eligible youth.

· Any stipulations related to employment or school for the provision of room and board.

