Child Care Technical Assistance # 1 Eligible Families

(revised 6/03)


ELIGIBLE FAMILIES

Families are eligible for child care services under the New York State Child Care Block Grant (NYCCBG) program if the family meets one or more of the following criteria:

1. Families which are guaranteed child care.  A social services district must guarantee child care services to a family which meets the criteria set forth below regardless of whether the social services district has any State or federal funds available under the NYSCCBG program to pay for all or a portion of the child care costs.  

a. A social services district must guarantee child care services to a family that has applied for or is receiving public assistance when such services are needed for a child under 13 years of age in order to enable the child’s parent (s) or caretaker relative(s) to participate in activities required by a social services official including orientation, assessment, or work activities as defined in 12 NYCRR Part 1300.

b. A social services district must guarantee child care services to a family that is receiving public assistance when such services are needed for a child under 13 years of age in order to enable the child’s parent(s) or caretaker relative(s) to engage in work as defined by the social services district.

c. A social services district must guarantee child care services to a family that has applied for and would otherwise be eligible for public assistance benefits or was in receipt of public assistance and voluntarily closed their public assistance case while still eligible for public assistance, when:

(1) child care is needed for a child under 13 years of age in order to enable the child’s parent(s) or caretaker relative(s) to be employed for at least the number of hours that would be required if the family were in receipt of public assistance; and

(2) the family is eligible for public assistance but chooses to receive child care services in lieu of public assistance.

d. A social services district must guarantee child care services for a period up to 12 consecutive months after the month in which the public assistance case closed or, for those who chose child care in lieu of public assistance, the month after the family is no longer financially eligible for public assistance, provided:

(1) the case closed or the family became financially ineligible for public assistance due to increased income from either employment or child support; or because the family voluntarily ended their public assistance case and their income is no longer within public assistance standards;

(2) the family received public assistance in at least three of the six months immediately preceding the case closing; or, for a family for which chose child care in lieu of public assistance, was eligible for public assistance in at least three of the six months immediately preceding their ineligibility for public assistance;

(3) the family includes an eligible child that is under the age of 13 and needs child care services in order to enable the child’s parent(s) or caretaker relative(s) to be employed; and

(4) the family has income at or below 200percent of the applicable State income standard

2. Families which are eligible when funds are available.  A social services district must provide child care services to a family eligible under this category, to the extent that the district continues to have funds available under either the district’s allocation from the New York State Child Care Block Grant program or any local funds appropriated for such program, subject to any priorities or set asides as approved by the Office of Children and Family Services.  

a. A family which has applied for or receiving public assistance when child care services are needed for an eligible child who is age 13 years or older and who has special needs or is under court supervision, in order to enable the child’s parent(s) or caretaker relative(s) to participate in activities required by a social services official including orientation, assessment, or work activities as defined in 12 NYCRR Part 1300.

b. A family receiving public assistance when child care services are needed for an eligible child who is age 13 years or older and who has special needs or is under court supervision in order to enable the child’s parent(s) or caretaker relative(s) to engage in work as defined by the social services district.

c. A family receiving public assistance when child care services are necessary:

(1) to enable a teenage parent to attend high school or an equivalency program; or

(2) for the child to be protected because the child’s parent(s) or caretaker relative(s) is physically or mentally incapacitated or has family duties away from home necessitating his or her absence.

d. A family with income up to 200percent of the State income standard which is at risk of becoming dependent on public assistance when child care services are needed:

(1) for the child’s caretaker(s) to be employed; or 

(2) to enable a teenage parent to attend high school or an equivalency program.

3. Families which are eligible if funds are available and if the social services district has listed such families as eligible in the district’s Consolidated Services Plan or Integrated County Plan. The following families are eligible provided the social services district has listed such families as eligible families in the district’s Consolidated Services Plan or Integrated County Plan and the district continues to have funds available from the NYSCCBG or any local funds appropriated for such program:

a. A family receiving public assistance when child care services are necessary for a parent or caretaker relative to participate in an approved activity in addition to their required work activity.

b. A family receiving public assistance when child care services are necessary for a sanctioned parent or caretaker relative to participate in unsubsidized employment whereby the parent or caretaker relative receives earned wages at a level equal to or greater than the minimum amount required under federal and State labor law.

c. A family receiving public assistance or with income up to 200percent of the State income standard when child care services are needed for the child to be protected because the child’s caretaker is:

(1) participating in an approved substance abuse treatment program or in screening for an assessment of the need for substance abuse treatment;

(2) homeless or receiving services for victims of domestic violence and needs child care in order to participate in an approved activity or in screening for or an assessment of the need for services for victims of domestic violence; or

(3) in an emergency situation of short duration including, but not limited to, cases where the caretaker’s absence from the home for a substantial part of the day is necessary because of extenuating circumstances such as a fire, being dispossessed from the home, seeking living quarters or providing chore/housekeeper services for an elderly or disabled relative.


d. A family with income up to 200percent of the State income standard when child care services are needed for the child to be protected because the child’s caretaker(s) is physically or mentally incapacitated or has family duties away from home necessitating his or her absence.

e. A family with an open child protective services case when it is determined on a case-by-case basis that such child care is needed to protect the child.

f. A family with income up to 200percent of the State income standard when child care services are needed for the child’s caretaker(s) to participate in one of the following activities provided such activity is an allowable activity set forth in the social services district’s Consolidated Services Plan or Integrated County Plan and the district determines that the activity is necessary part of a plan for the family’s self-support:

(1) actively seek employment for a period of up to six months as established by the social services district in it Consolidated Services Plan or Integrated County Plan, if the caretaker documents that he or she is currently registered with a New York State Department of Labor Division of Employment Services Office, provided that the child care services will be available only for the portion of the day the family is able to document is directly related to the caretaker engaging in such activities; or

(2)  education or vocation activities including attendance in one of the secondary or pos-secondary programs allowable under Part 415 of the State regulations.

g. A family receiving public assistance or with income up to 200percent of the State income standard when child care services are needed for the child’s caretaker(s) to attend a two year program other than one with a specific vocational sequence leading to an associates degree or certificate of completion, or a four year college or university program leading to a bachelor’s degree provided:

(1) the program is reasonably expected to improve the earning capacity of the caretaker;

(2) the caretaker is and continues to participate in non-subsidized employment whereby the caretaker works at least 17 ½ hours per week and earns wages at a level equal to or greater than the minimum amount required under federal and State labor law while pursuing the course of study; and

(3) the caretaker can demonstrate his or her ability to successfully complete the course of study.  

