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This purpose of this release is to provide information regarding recent amendments to the State Adoption Information Registry previously established by Public Health Law.

Chapter 612 of the Laws of 1996 provides a procedure for the anonymous update of medical information provided by birth parents to the adoptive parents of minor children and/or to adult adoptees.  Previously, only medical information that was available at the time the adoption was finalized was available.

Pursuant to Chapter 504 of the Laws of 1999, there is no longer any fee chargeable to individuals accessing the State Adoption Information Registry.  Previously, the Registry could charge a fee to cover search costs and services provided.

Chapter 588 of the Laws of 1999 expands the information available through the Registry by now allowing the registration of biological siblings of an adoptee and establishes a procedure for the release of information regarding those siblings.   Previously, registration was limited to biological parents of an adoptee.

Finally, Chapter 521 of the Laws of 2000 now provides a procedure for the release of information regarding a surviving biological parent despite the lack of consent of the other biological parent, if the non-consenting parent has died.  Previously, if both biological parents’ consent was necessary at the time of the initial surrender, both biological parents were required to register for the release of any information, regardless of whether a non-consenting biological parent had died.

These amendments are designed to enhance the information available through the State Adoption Information Registry, and make that information more accessible by rescinding the fee.
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