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TO Commi ssi oners of Assi st ance
Soci al Services

DATE: Novenber 13, 1997

SUBJECT: Model Drug and/or Al cohol Assessnment Form for Public
Assi st ance

SUGGESTED

DI STRI BUTI ON: | ncone Mai ntenance Directors

Food Stanp Directors

Medi cal Assistance Directors

CAP Coordi nators

Servi ces Coordi nators

Enpl oynent Coordi nators

Director of Administrative Services Coordi nators
Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: Region | (518-473-0332); Region Il (518-474-9344);
Region |1l (518-474-9307); Region IV (518-474-9300);
Regi on V (518-473-1469); Region VI (212-383-1658)

ATTACHVENTS: "Pre-Treat nent Drug and/or Al cohol Assessnent Form
for Public Assistance Applicants and Reci pi ents"
(Attachnent not avail able on-line.)
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Date Novenber 13, 1997

Trans. No. 97 INF-16 Page No. 2

The purpose of this Informational Letter is to transmit a nodel "Pre-
Treat ment Drug and/or Al cohol Assessnent Fornm' which districts may use to
conduct the nandated Drug and/or Alcohol assessnents of certain public
assi stance applicants and recipients.

The requirenents for drug and/ or al cohol abuse screening, assessnent and
treatnment were recently transnmtted to you as part of 97 ADM 23 "Public
Assi stance (Fam |y Assistance/ Safety Net Assistance) Changes Resulting from

The Welfare Reform Act of 1997". Additionally, Regional Meetings were
conducted to provide information for inplenmentation of the new requirenents
of the Wlfare Reform Act, including the requirenments for the new drug

and/ or al cohol provisions.

Basically this information provides that all heads of households and
adult househol d nenbers applying for or in receipt of public assistance nust
be screened for potential drug and/or al cohol problens using the DSS-4571

" Al cohol / Subst ance Abuse Screening Instrunent”. When the screening
instrument is conpleted with two or nore "yes" responses, the district
ot herwi se identifies potential drug and/or alcohol problens, or an

i ndividual was exenpt from screening because t hey wer e actively
participating in a treatnment program the local district nust conduct a drug
and al cohol assessnent of the individual. The assessnent must be conducted
by a Drug and Al cohol Counselor credentialed by the Ofice of Al cohol and
Subst ance Abuse Services (OASAS). The credentialed counselors nust be
enpl oyed by the district or under contract by the district. The purpose of
the assessment is to:

1. determine if there is a current drug and/or al cohol problem

2. determne if the person has a drug and or alcohol problem which
results in the person's inability to work; and

3. determine for those wunable to work due to drug and/or al coho
probl ems, the recomrended | evel of treatnent.

Nei t her the Wl fare Reform Act, Department regul ati ons, nor 97 ADM 23
nmandate that a specific formbe used to conduct the assessnment. However, in
response to district recommendations that a nodel assessnent form be
devel oped to assi st the credentialed counselors in conpleting the
assessnent, and in recognition of the benefits of a form that would

facilitate wuniform assessnments statew de, we are providing the attached
nodel "Pre-Treatnent Assessnent Forni. This formwas devel oped by QASAS
and we strongly recommend its use. Districts who opt to use the nodel form

nust reproduce it locally.

Patricia A Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



