! | NFORVATI ONAL LETTER ! TRANSM TTAL: 95 I NF-11
DI VISION: Econonic
TO Conmi ssi oners of Security
Soci al Services

DATE: March 31, 1995

SUBJECT: Crinme Victinms Conpensation
SUGGESTED
DI STRI BUTI ON: Publ i c Assistance Staff

Food Stanp Staff

Enpl oynment St af f

Medi cal Assistance Staff

Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: Pat O Shea, |ncome Support Prograns at
1-518-473-3170, extension 6-5123;
County Food Stanps Representative at ext. 4-9225;
Sharon Burgess, Medical Assistance at
1- 800- 343- 8859 extension 3-5531

ATTACHVENTS: None
FI LI NG REFERENCES
Pr evi ous Rel eases Dept. Regs. | Soc. Serv. Manual Ref.]M sc. Ref
ADMs/ | NFs Cancel | ed lLaw & Ot her
I Legal Ref.

Feder al
P.L. 103-
322
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The purpose of this informational letter is to inform local socia
services districts about the recently enacted Federal Crinme Bill (P.L.

103-322), as it relates to public assistance, food stanps and nedica
assi stance prograns.

This bill prohibits the paynment of «crime victinms conpensation when
another federally participating programw || cover the sane costs. It
requires that such other program shall pay wthout regard to the

exi stence of the «crinme victimconpensation program Therefore, our
federally participating prograns nust pay their benefits to eligible
persons wi t hout requiring reci pients to utilize crine victins
conpensati on.

This requirenment will primarily affect paynment of ADC burial allowances
and ot her special needs grants, EAF and federally participating nedica
assi st ance. HR burial allowances and non-federally participating
nedi cal assistance should continue to treat crine victins conpensation
as an avail able resource for two reasons: crine benefits are frequently
nore generous than these prograns and because crine benefits receive
sone federal reinbursenent.

Food Stanp | nplications

There is no requirenent under the Food Stanp Programto apply for this
benefit.

Medi cal Assi stance | nplications

Medi cal Assistance will generally follow PA treatnent of Crine Victins
Conpensati on paynents. Federal |l y-rel ated applicants/recipients (A Rs)
are not required to apply for Crime Victins Conpensation benefits.

Crime Victinms Conpensation should not pay for nedical bills of an MA
eligible crime victim To avoid possible duplication of MA and Crine
Victinms paynent of a nedical bill, AIRs who receive Crine Victins
paynents shoul d be advised to report such paynent to the district.

Robert N. Seaman
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economi c Security



