Transmttal No: 94 LCM 33
Date: March 28, 1994

Di vi sion: Services
and Comunity
Devel opnent
TO Local District Conm ssioners

SUBJECT: Findings of Two OSC Foster Care Audits

ATTACHVENTS: None

The purpose of this menbrandumis to share with you some of the findings of
two audits conpleted by the Office of the State Conptroller regarding foster
care and, in particular, foster boardi ng hones.

Contained in their reconmendati ons were requests that this Departnent review
with you and your foster care staffs sone of the findings and the related
requi renents regardi ng corrective action.

One of the findings of the audit titled, "Departnent Paynents for the Foster
Care Program (OSC Audit #94-F-14, QA&A Log #94-004) was that paynments were
nade to foster parents at the special and exceptional rate although the
foster parents appeared to lack the requisite training and experience.
Pl ease refer to 91 ADM 7, Departnent Regul ation 18 NYCRR 427.6(e) and the
Departnment's Standards of Paynment for Foster Care of Children (SOP) Program
Manual , Chapter VIIIl, Section B, Pages 7 and 8. This letter is also being
sent to remnd local districts that records docunenting the training and
experience of foster parents nust be mai ntained.

Anot her audit finding referred to paynents to foster parents when foster
children were absent fromthe foster hone and the absence did not appear to
neet Departnment requirenents for reinbursenent. Pl ease refer to Depart nent
Regul ation 18 NYCRR 628. 3(a)(4) and SOP Program Manual , Chapter X, Section F
for a conplete description of reinbursable absences fromfoster care.
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During the audit, sonme foster care records could not be |ocated. When this
occurs, the case should be reconstituted as soon as possible, nmaking use of
dupl i cate docunents obtained fromsuch sources as authorized child care

agencies and famly courts. A sunmmary of the case notes should al so be
made. |In particular, court docunments and UCR forns shoul d be repl aced. In
audit situations, case records that are unavail able can be the basis for

requests for repaynent or disallowances assessed against social services
districts.

In the audit titled, Safety of Children in Foster Care, (OSC Audit #94-F-
15, QA&A Log #94-005) concern was raised regarding attestation forns on
crimnal convictions which are required to be conpleted by foster parent
appl i cants. Depart ment Regul ation 18 NYCRR 443.3(a)(10)(iv) requires, as
part of the application process, "a sworn statenent by the applicant
i ndi cating whether, to the best of the applicant's know edge, the applicant
has ever been convicted of a crime in New York State or any other
jurisdiction."

The Departnent will review any attestation form on crimnal convictions
referred to us by local districts or voluntary agencies.

Questions regarding the findings or the pertinent procedural citations
shoul d be addressed to vyour appropriate Famly and Children Services
Regi onal Office Director.

Frank Puig

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi sion of Services & Comunity
Devel opnent



