DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 93 LCM 127

Date: Septenber 21, 1993

Division: Ofice of the
Commi ssi oner

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: National Voter Registration Act of 1993 ("Mtor Voter")

ATTACHVENTS: None

As you know, the President recently signed the National Vot er
Registration Act which affirns the principle that governnent has an
obligation to enroll the eligible electorate. To neet this end, the |aw
requires States to offer voter registration services as an integral part of
the application process in agencies providing drivers' [|icenses, public
assi stance, and state-funded prograns to persons with disabilities. Vot er
regi stration services nust also be provided in arned forces recruitnent
of fices. At their discretion, states nay designate other offices as voter

regi stration agenci es.

The definition of "public assistance" has not yet cone from HHS;
however, the Conference Report indicates that states nust offer voter
regi stration services in conj unction with appl i cations for
servi ces/ assi stance, recertifications, renewals or changes of address in the
AFDC, Food Stanps, Medicaid and W C prograns.

Sone of the voter registration services stipulated by the |legislation
include distributing voter registration applications, assisting applicants
to conplete them and transmtting the conpleted fornms to appropriate
el ection officials.
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To assure that the State inplenents the lawin a coordinated fashion,

the State Board of Elections established an ad hoc advisory task force to
study issues and recoomend to the Governor and Legislature appropriate

| egislation and procedures to be enacted for full conpliance. W are
represented on the task force and will be addressing these requirenents as
they inmpact our operations. W wll endeavor to keep the requirenents

i nposed on local districts to a m nimum The | aw takes effect January 1
1995 unl ess states need to pass constitutional anmendnents in order to conply
with certain provisions of the |egislation. If that is the case, t he
effective date would then be extended to January 1, 1996 or 120 days after
the date in which a constitutional amendment is legally possible wthout
havi ng to hol d special el ections.

Should you w sh copies of the legislation, please contact Diana R
Mal koni an at 1-800-342-3715, extension 3-6661 (User |D# 0Bl Al0). W will
keep you infornmed on activities of the task force.

Karen Schi nke
Executive Deputy Conmi ssi oner



