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Date  September 1, 1993

Trans. No.  93 INF-34                                            Page No.  2
____________________________________________________________________________

The  purpose  of this letter is to inform Social Services District's (SSD's)
of recent amendments to DHCR  regulations  which  affect  public  assistance
recipients  and  Supplemental  Security  Income  (SSI)  recipients in public
housing.

Section  143-c  of the Social Services Law,  as amended by Chapter 41 of the
Laws of 1992,  and  resulting  amendments  to  Department  regulation  352.6
prohibit the payment, under any public assistance program,  of cash security
deposits,  or escrow accounts for security which are not under a  landlord's
control, to secure public housing.  Thus, the only way public housing can be
secured by an SSD against non-payment  of  rent  or  damages  is  through  a
security  agreement.    Although  this was acceptable to most public housing
authorities,  there were a few authorities who, at least initially,  refused
to accept the agreements.

In  order to comply with the changes in Social Services Law and regulations,
an amendment was filed on May 9,  1993,  effective June 9,  1993,   to  DHCR
regulations.    This amendment requires public housing authorities to accept
security agreements against non-payment of rent or damages for recipients of
public assistance and SSI if such agreements are offered by the SSD.

                                     ________________________________
                                        Oscar R. Best, Jr.
                                        Deputy Commissioner
                                        Division of Economic Security


