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DI VISION: Econonic
TO Conmi ssi oners of Security
Soci al Services

DATE: Septenber 1, 1993

SUBJECT: Depart ment of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR)
Regul ation on Security Agreenents in Public Housing

SUGGESTED
DI STRI BUTI ON: Directors of |ncome Mintenance
Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: Cal |l 1-800-342-3715 and ask for Pat O Shea at
ext ensi on 4-9349

ATTACHVENTS: None
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The purpose of this letter is to inform Social Services District's (SSD s)
of recent anendnents to DHCR regulations which affect public assistance
reci pients and Supplenental Security Inconme (SSI) recipients in public
housi ng.

Section 143-c of the Social Services Law, as anended by Chapter 41 of the
Laws of 1992, and resulting amendnents to Departnment regulation 352.6
prohi bit the paynent, under any public assistance program of cash security
deposits, or escrow accounts for security which are not under a |landlord's
control, to secure public housing. Thus, the only way public housing can be
secured by an SSD agai nst non-paynment of rent or damages is through a
security agreenent. Al though this was acceptable to nost public housing
authorities, there were a few authorities who, at least initially, refused
to accept the agreenents.

In order to conply with the changes in Social Services Law and regul ati ons,
an anendrment was filed on May 9, 1993, effective June 9, 1993, to DHCR
regul ati ons. Thi s anendnent requires public housing authorities to accept
security agreenents agai nst non-paynent of rent or danages for recipients of
public assistance and SSI if such agreenments are offered by the SSD.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economi c Security



