Transmittal No: 92 LCM 106

Date: July 10, 1992

Di vision: I ncome Maintenance
TO Local District Conm ssioners

SUBJECT: Providing Food Stanp and ADC Program Parti cipation |Infornmation
to Local School Authorities

ATTACHVENTS: Attachnment A - Direct Certification School Meal Letter -
New York City letter - not avail able
on-line

Attachnent B - Direct Certification School Meal Letter -
Upstate letter - not available on-Iline

The Child Nutrition and WC Arendrments of 1989 and Section Il of the Food
Stanmp Act of 1977, permt local districts to disclose Food Stanp Program
participation information to school authorities, to allow schools to certify
any child as eligible for free or reduced price school neals based on the
child's status as a nenber of a househol d receiving food stanps or ADC. The
intent is to sinplify the application process for the School Mals Program
and at the sane tinme increase the nunber of eligible children participating
in the program

As a part of a cooperative effort with the NYS Departnment of Education, this
Departnment is doing a statewide nmass mailing to all food stanp and SSI
househol ds havi ng a househol d nmenber between the age of 4 and 18 years. A
flash letter (copy attached) which will be nailed by August 15, 1992, will
advi se the household that the listed child(ren) is eligible for free schoo

neal s and/or milk. The letter will serve as docunentation of the student's
eligibility when provided to the student's school

For New York City, a letter (English/Spanish) will be sent to the head of
househol d for each child in the househol d. Nane and date of birth (d.o.b.)
of the child will appear on the front. The parent is instructed to fill-in
t he school name and grade before returning to the school
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For Upstate, one letter (English) will be sent per househol d. The nane of
the child(ren) and d.o.b. will be listed. The parent is instructed to fill-
in the school name and grade for each child. If the listed children attend
nore than one school, it is the school's responsibility to copy and forward
the letter to applicable schools.

Begi nni ng August 1, 1992, local districts should informfood stanp and ADC
applicants of their child s eligibility for school neal programand/or mlk
program Applications nay be obtained at school throughout the year

In addition, local social services districts may receive a few student nanes
fromschool authorities for verification during the school vyear. Such
requests shoul d be handl ed as expeditiously as possible.

Questions concerning this nenorandum should be directed to your district's
Food Stanp Representative at 1-800-342-3715, extension 4-9225.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



