DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 92 LCM 53

Date: March 23, 1992

Di vi sion: Conm ssioner's
O fice

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Tubercul osi s

ATTACHMENTS: Attachnent 1 "Tubercul osis; Get The Facts"

(Not Avail able On Line)

Attachment 2 "TB Fact Sheet"
(Not Avail able On Line)

Attachnment 3 Tubercul osis Control Program Order Form
(Not Avail able On Line)

Attachnment 4 NYS Departnment of Health - Tubercul osis
(Not Avail abl e on Line)

In recent nonths, there has been an alarmng increase in the nunber of
reported cases of Tuberculosis (TB). After a thirty year decline, B is
again on the rise and is rapidly becoming a nmajor public health concern
with which social service districts should be famliar.

TB is contagious and is spread through the air (coughing, sneezing,

etc.). Al t hough anyone can contract the disease, certain groups
have been found to be at higher risk of TB infection including the poor,
the honel ess, nursing and adult hone residents, persons fromforeign
countries with a high incidence of TB, prison inmates, drug/ subst ance
abusers, and persons with H V. Local staff working wth these
popul ati ons shoul d be advi sed of the synmptons of TB, the availability of
testing, and steps that can be taken to nminimze the further spread of the
di sease.

Further information regarding TB control, including additional copies of
the material attached, is available fromyour |ocal health departnent or

fromthe New York State Departnment of Health TB Control Program (518) 474-
4845.
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As further naterials and information on TB becones available to the
Departnment it wll be shared wth you. Shoul d you have any questions
regardi ng this nenorandum please contact Julie Elson in the Division of
Medi cal Assistance at 1 -800 342-3715, extension 3-5492.

Gregory M Kal adji an
Acti ng Conmi ssi oner



