Transnmittal No: 91 LCM 193
Date: Cctober 24, 1991

D vision: |ncone Mintenance

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUBJECT: Coordination of MA-Only and NPA-FS Applications and Case
Pr ocessi ng

ATTACHVENTS: None

As you know, this Departnent has been considering nethods of reducing |oca
di strict processing costs and reduci ng exan ner workl oads. Thi s menorandum
suggests an option for streamnining case processing for elderly or disabled
persons who receive Social Security retirenment or disability benefits and
al so receive both Medical Assistance and (NPA) Food Stanps.

The structure of WMS requires that if a person is receiving both Mdical
Assi stance and NPA Food Stanps, a separate case nust be nmintained on the
system for each type of assistance. However, there is no requirenent that a
person nust conplete a separate application or have a separate interview for

each program In fact, the DSS-2921 is a common application intended to
provide infornation to allow for an eligibility determi nation in npst socia
services prograns (i.e., PA FS, M. Al so, there is no requirenent that

there be separate processing at recertification

It is suggested that significant tine and effort can be saved if a loca
di strict coordi nates the Medical Assistance and Food Stanp cases for persons
in this group. The client could be permitted to file one application or
recertification formfor both prograns and to have one certification or
recertification interview that covers both prograns. Most  of the
eligibility questions are the sane for both prograns. However , t he
following is a sanple list of questions which apply to the unique
docunent ati on requirenents for each of the two program areas:
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Food St anps:

- Rent, nortgage or shelter costs;

- Heat costs;

- Expenses separate fromrent/nortgage i ncluding electric, gas, other
utilities, telephone, A/C, utility/tel ephone installation fees; and

- various other expenses such as educational tuition and fees, child
or dependent care, child support or alinopbny paynents under certain
ci rcunst ances, paynents for hone delivered neals and neal s prepared
at hore.

Medi cal Assi st ance:

- Medical expenses - both paid and incurred;
- transfer of property;

- third party health insurance benefits; and
- nedical need.

It is not required that the worker who does the interview conplete the
entire case processing. The infornmati on can be passed on to a program
specific worker for final determnation

In assessing whether to institute this type of process, the local district
nmust keep in nind that the application and recertification processes for
Food Stamps for this group nust be done face-to-face. Sone districts have a
wai ver of the MA face-to-face requirenent for social security recipients.
Thi s wai ver can not be extended to Food Stanps.

If you have any questions, pl ease contact your County MA Eligibility
Representative at 1-800-342-4100, extension 3-7581 or your County FS
Representative at 1-800-342-4100, extension 4-9225.

Jo- Ann A. Costantino
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Medical Assistance

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



