Transmittal No: 91 LCM 145
Date: August 16, 1991

Division: Famly and Children
Servi ces

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Child Abuse or Maltreatnent Reports
I nvol ving Local District Staff

ATTACHMVENTS: CPS Program Manual , Chapter VIII
Section O Pages 1 and 2 (not avail able on line)

This menmorandumis intended to reiterate the Departnent's policy in relation
to child abuse or neglect reports and subsequent investigations when the
subject of the report is a local district child welfare enpl oyee or other
individual for whomit nmay be difficult to ensure an inpartial handling of
t he case. This policy is currently contained in the Child Protective
Servi ces Manual, Chapter VIII, Section O pages 1-2 (Appendix A).

Social services districts have periodically expressed concern regarding
problems arising from the investigation of reports when the subject is an
i ndi vi dual who nay have a professional relationship with the district in
either a direct or indirect capacity. |In such instances, the investigating
district nay request that a neighboring district conduct the investigation.
These requests can be nade through the State Central Registry on a case-by-
case basi s, or preferably, through a pre-existing agreement with a
nei ghboring district(s). In all cases in which a report is handled by a
district other than the district fromwhich the report subject is |ocated,
the State Central Registry must be notified.
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Regi onal O fice staff are available, upon request, to provide technical
assi stance and on-site support to assist you in proceeding with this type of
child abuse or maltreatnent report and investigation. The Departnent is

conmmitted to strengthening the ability of districts to effectively carry out
their child protective responsibilities and urges districts to consult wth
Regional Ofice and State Central Registry staff on special circunstances of
this kind.

I f you need assistance in these natters, please contact your Famly and
Chil dren Regional Ofice Representative.

Joseph Seni dei

Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Division of Famly
and Children Services



