I.\I_E’W YORK STATE . 1_..,“%
'DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES ' /‘*‘*“ 307 ”F\

. ,SARA PERALES
Commissioner

10! Commissioners of Soc1al Services DIVISION: Famlly and Chlldren
' : : Services
SUBJECT: Child Abuse and Maltreatment: DATE:  January 24, 1989

A Guide for Mandated Reporters

SUGGESTED . . T ,
DISTRIBUTION: - - All Social Services District Staff

INTACT PERSON: Any questions about this release should be directed
: ' to . Fred Cantlo, Regional Director, Metropolitan
Regional Office, telephone 212-488-3845; John O'Connor,
‘Regional Director, Albany Regional Offlce,..telephone
'518-432-2751; Jack Xlump, Regional Director, Syracuse
Regional Office, telephone 315-428-3230; Frank Petrus,
. Regional Director, Rochester Regional Office, telephone
- 716-238-8201; or Linda Brown, Regional Director,

‘Buffalo Regional Office, telephone 716-847-3145.

FILING REFERENCES

Previous ADMs/INFs Releases Cancelled Dapartment Regs. Social Servicas Law and | Manual . Miscellanecus
Other Legal References References . Reference

SSL 413.2

DSS-329 (;%o. £lBT)




Date

January 24, 1989

Trans. No; 89 INF-7 : Page No/ 2

DSS-3808 (287

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of legislative
changes which are to encourage the fullest degree of reporting
of suspected child abuse and maltreatment by individuals mandated
to report.

Chapter 544 of the Laws of 1988 amended Section 413 of

the social Services Law to require, effective January 1, 1989,
any person, institution, school, facility, agency, organization,

partnership or corporation which employs persons mandated to

report suspected incidents of child abuse or maltreatment to
provide such persons with written information regarding their
reporting obligations.

To assist employers in complying with the new requirement
we have developed the enclosed pamphlet entitled: Child Abuse

and Maltreatment: A Guide for Mandated Reporters (Publication

#1159). You may have already received a sample under a separate

cover as a result of our plan to make the pamphlet available
to all programs/employers that employ mandated reporters.
We have started to mail to programs licensed by the Department
and will, in conjunction with other appropriate state agencies,
be mailing to other programs (e.g. police, schools, hospitals)
through February.

The pamphlet will also inform mandated reporters of Chapter
545 of the Laws of 1988, which amended Section 422 of the Social

Services Law to provide, effective January 1, 1989, that a.

special unlisted express telephone number be instituted for

use only by mandated reporters and makes available a telephone.

number to facsimile reports to the State Central Register.

Districts may order copies of the attached pamphlets by
requesting them by name and number from the Department's Forms
and Publications Unit, 40 North Pearl Street, Albany., New York
12243.
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