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The purpose of this directive is to provide information that will facilitate
understanding and the implementation of the major provisions of the amended Department

regulations, Part 443, Certified Foster Family Boarding Home:

Agency Procedures for

Certification and Supervision; Part 444, Requirements for Licensure and Certification.

- BACKGROUND

Previous regulations Part 443 and 444 covering the licensing or certification of
foster parents and agency supervision of foster homes were not comprehensive or
detailed. There was some lack of clarity regarding respective responsibilities of
districts and voluntary agencies. Many aspects of foster parent recruiting, study,
selection, certification, and supervision were not -addressed by regulation and this

‘resulted in variation in practice among agencies and districts.
incidence of indicated Protective situations in foster homes rais

the selection and preparation of families.
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The difference in approach to selection of foster parents and adoptive parents _ t_ij
has been incongruous. Thus, the change in procedures and standards embodied in the =
new regulations are designed, together with the new Part 421 Standards for Adoption
Practice, to apply more similar standards and procedures to selection of the two types
of parents. This will make it possible to recruit foster parents able to transfer
easily to the role of adoptive parents in the event the child in their care becomes

available for adoption.

More fundamentally, the Regulations recognize that more is required of foster
parents, than the provision of basic care and that it is necessary, therefore, to
assure that foster parents are carefully selected and thoroughly prepared for thelr
responsible and often demanding role. :

PROGRAM, TMPLICATIONS

The major program implications of these regulations are in 3 areas:

1. The procedures for serving persons inquiring about foster care
or applying to be foster parents;

2. The subjects to be addressed in a foster home study and in
preparation of foster parents for their role:

3. On-going training and provision of informatidm to certified
' foster parents.

1. The major change from previous regulations relates to required procedures for
serving persons inquiring about foster care or applying to be foster parents, since such
regulations did not previously address this area. Agencies operating foster family
boarding home programs are required in sections 443.2 and 443.3  to:

.. recruit homes, keeping the community informed about the program and
the needs of children who require foster care;

. follow specific and time-limited procedures regarding respomnses to
ingquiries, action on applications and completion of home studies;

. study every.applicant unless there is no need for foster parents, or
information contained in the applicaticn or medical form is a basis
for rejeéeection, in whiech case this must be stated inm writing to the ap—

. plicant; : :

. arrange for foster parents whose study is completed and whom it
intends to certify to review the written report of the home study and .
express their views on it and offer them the’ opportunlty to sign the
evaluation tegether with the-home finder;

. express decisions'to,certify or not in writing.

2. Previous regulations addressed criteria to be used in selecting foster parents.
- The home study process 1s now required in section 443.3, to include orientation to:

. the probléms.that lead to placement of children;_ . e
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the principles of child development;

the foster parent respoansibility to child, natural parents and agency
staff; '

the agency policy to achieve permanency for each child;

the requirement under Section 424-a of Social Services Law that the agency
is required to make inquiry to the statewide central register of child
abuse and maltreatment:

the authority of the dlstrlct, the Department and the Family Court to

Bupervise the agency's practice.

3. Certain other standards for license or certificate have been amended or added;
in section 4444.5:

each foster parent must be over the age of 21;

there is no maximum age at which a person can no longer become a foster
parent;

married parents living together must both apply. A medical report must
be received for both and they must be certified jointly;

marital status may be a factor only if it affects the care of the child;

employment of the foster parent shall be permltted if there are suitable
child care plans

foster family homes are required to be equipped with at least one operational
smoke detector. This means that before a home can be certified or re-certi-
fied, at least one operational smoke detector shall be in place.

4, The.home study must determine compliance with all of the requirements for licensure
and certification (Part 444) and shall evaluate other factors including:

Character - The agency shall seek written references from at least four
persons and shall interview at least two of those persons to verify their
written statements. :

Reasons for éeeking to become a foster parent
Understanding of the role of the foster ﬁarent and the agency and the child

Readiness for the role in terms of awareness of the impact on family life,
relations and life style; the principles of child development, guidance,
and discipline

The applicant’s self—assessment of his or her capac1ty to provide a child
with a stable and meanlngful relationship

5, The regulatlons require in section 443.3 that certlfled foster parents are to
be provided with or 1nformed of the following:

An agreement between the agency and foster parents;

A manual summar1z1ng all policies and procedures which bear on the role of
foster parents;



. A boarding home: register:
- Procedure for obitaining administrative review. of any grievance; G
. Procedure for fair Hearing with respect to the removal of a. Chlld

from the fester parentsy:

. Rights With-regardito.adoption:of-a~chil&'in-their.home;
- Rights with: regard to court interventiony
. Full information about each child being placed, in advance, or in. the.

case of emergency placements;,. within 30 days of placement, to include
the child's health and behavioral status,. the placement and discharge
goals, the estimated length of time in placement, the relationship with
the parents, and the visitatrion plans.

. Training to- eachi- foster parent in a program approved by the Department.

' REQUIRED ACTION-

The Department is: aware that many of the requirements set forth in these regu-
lations are dlready incorporated inm the practice of many social serwvices districts
and authorized: agerncies. - Other requirements: differ or go beyond current practice:
in the: field. Therefore, all. agencies operating foster boarding homes must. review:
their polieies,. procédures, and prdactices to assure that all. requirements herein are
being fully implemented. Sewveral areas particularly are likely to regquire changes
i in agencies" practice and must receive careful attentions

! oL ‘The foster parent recruitment and application process Including
the time limits and procedures called for in Sections 443.2 and 443 3(a)

Part of the application process is the fililng of the meddical report
which covers a physical examination: of the applicant(s) and a written
statement from a physician regarding the foster family's health. This
means that both the husband and wife must have a physical examination.

It is Ieft to the discretion of the examining physician to determine
whether or not to examine other family members. Note that a previous
administrative directive (81-ADM~6. "Payment of Cost of Periodic Mediecal
Examinations Required for the Certificatiom or Re-Certificationm of Foster
 Family Boarding Home Care Providers') provides for state reimbursement to:
districts and agencies that elect to reimburse foster parents for the costs
of these required medical examinations.

2. The foster parent orientation and home study pfoéess called for in
Section 443.3Ch) - (k). :

An important component of the home study process is the sharing of the
written report of the home study with foster parents the agency intends to
certify, as called for in Section 443.3(g). In addition, the fester parents
should be given the opportunity to enter their reaction and sign the
evaluation along with the homefinder. Those requirements shall be opera-
tionalized to mean that foster parents shall have the opportunity to review [

and recommendations, to express thelr views on it in writimg as an addendum
to the summary and to sign the summary after rev1ew1ng it and after the
addendum has been attached. :

the written summary of the home study, including the homefinders® evaluatiom -
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The process for obtaining the Department's approval before granting
any exception to the requirements for license and certificate described
in Part 444 is as follows:

. An agency request for an exception should be reported to CCRS on
the data entry form (DSS 2843-A).

. Exceptions to the following requirements in Section 445.5(b) may
be approved when the request for an exception is submitted to CCRS
in writing and a statement justifying the exception is included.

{4) Foster homes shall have separate bedrooms for chlldren
of the opposite sex over 4 years of age.

(5) Not more than 3 persons shall occupy any bedroom where
children at board sleep.

(10) ...Sleeping rooms shall provide at least 15 square feet
' -of floor space for each bed or crib...

. Before a certificate can be issued to a foster parent who rents rooms

; to a lodger or boarder a request for an exception te the clause in
regulation 445.5(b)(17) prohibiting this should be obtained. Approval
is obtained following the same procedure described in paragraphs above.

e Before a certificate can.be issued to a foster parent who receives and
cares for maternity cases a request for an exception te the clause in
regulation 445.4(b){(17) prohibiting this can be based only upon the
condition that the maternity care is part of the agency's foster care
program. Approval is obtained following the same procedure described in
paragraphs above.

Before a certificate can be issued to a foster parent who conducts any
business on the premises a request for an exception to the clause in
regulation 445.5(b)(17) prohibiting this can be based only upon infor-
mation that clearly indicates that the business activity would not
adversly affect the welfare of the child.

CCRS, upon receiving a request for an exception shall forward agency
correspondence regarding the request to the Department's Division of Ser-
vices for review and a decision to either approve or to disapprove the
request. The Division of Services shall return the correspondence to
CCRS indicating éeither approval or disapproval within 48 hours. CCRS
will notify the agency of the Department's decision.

: Maintenance of record on each approved foster home, in accord with section
443.3(0).

Development, provision and availability for all foster parents and
applicants of a comprehensive manual summarizing agency policy ané procedures
with a direct or indirect bearing on the role and respon51b111ty of foster
parents, in accord with Section 443. 3(p)
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6. Development and submission to the Department for approval of training
programs for foster parents as required in Section 443.3(i); training .
programs based upon curriculum materials developed by nationally recognized
standard setting organizations or by accredited colleges or universities
can be approved by the Department., Suggested. contents of such training
include:

- Orientation/Roles and Responsibilities.
‘- Loss and Separation

- Discipline

-~ Effective Communication:

~ Human Development

~ Family Systems

~ Crisis Intervention

Effecétive Date: These Regulatioms became effective on July 7, 198l1..

/Norris P. Phillips
~ Deputy Commissiomer
“Hivision of Services
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® - Part 443 15 Sereby repealed and s mev Past 443 i:'be':ﬂ-:;"eﬁattod to raad as

PARS 443
CZRTIFIED FOSTER FAMILY BOARDING HOMES: AGERCY
PROCEDURE FCR CERTIFICATION AXD SUPERVISION

(STATUTORY AUTEORITY: SOCIAL smv:c..s LAY £20 (3) (d),
375 376, 377, 378, 379)

Definitions
Community Ralatioms

Agency Re quirezenss

. Supervisiem

Section 443.1 Delfinitions. (a) Authorizes Agency., Ap Tauthorized agency™

(b)

'(c) |

shell mean an -au:horized azency as defined 4n peragresh (a) and

. () of Sublivisfon 10 ef Section 371 of the Social Services Lav,

Certificate, 4 certificate to board permits ap {ndividual

-to recelve reouneracsien frcm Bo autherized agtncy for the

tare at board af 2 child wnder the age of 18, Such eertifica:g
may be issued by the public or pPrivate authorized agan::y purc‘hasing

such caras,

I‘oster fazily home esre, "Foster fanily home care™ 4 tmpora:y
or long-tem cere of & c‘hild avay from his home 24 hours a day

in a family heme with & foster parent duly certified by an
authorizegd agency or Hce.nsed by a SociaIVService: Conmlssioner, . |

- -y - merers b e o - - - -n . - -
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443.2 Cemmumity Relgtiems. Authorized agenrles operating a foster family

*  boarding heme progTad shall:

(=)

t)

" {e)

£63.3 Ta)

A A . G B - i w————— (ki W W w ¢ .o - . . A P

'Réep the evzmuRlty sa_rvm‘i by the agency {aformed about
the develepnext and pregTess of the progran snd the
needs of the children who requize boarding home cave.

Offer dnformaticr about the program snd the peed for

boarding homes to erganizatioms, agencies, media
i‘epr@'ﬁ&xt&tﬁ'ﬁ: snd other persons who =8y be 2 veferral

source in the commmity.

Seek to recrult persons witk the abiliey snd motivation

te serve childres iz need of 3 substitute fax{ly :,ffg, .

#-geu‘:cy requireseats. Authorized agencies operating a .‘os.te-r Lffagily
boazding hose proprem shal,la | _ -
€1y R,espond in writing within ten days to Logquiries from

persons intesested fn besozing foster pa.rehts‘ aad’ shall

have & vritten procedure for doing this.

(2) ©ifer an gppointment to each person {nquiring about the
progras o shall arcange for them to attend an orientation

zeeting about foster family care.

(3) Provide applization and wedical report forms to personj-
interested in the prograz st the time of the initial

nterview or the orfestatfen meetings.

W a Joint spplication ehall be required to Be subnitted by

warried Individuals lfving {n the same household.

. : ‘. ‘.
LA - L -



{5) The gpplication form shall elicit information incluling
" but net li:itcd to the age, ﬁaalth, physical func:icaiﬁg.
.1nnume. mavital status, and ewployment of the applicants
2pd informatiop regarding tﬁe phy:i;;l faclliries of the
prespective foster home and the paves of those persons who -
.ﬁdll be sharing living mccomhaéatians.vith the ¢hild 4n
foster care, whether any other application feor certification
has ever baﬁn made, whether such was accepted Ar refected

and 1if vejected, the reasons therefora.

(6) Within 10 days of vecedpt of a eompleted application form,’
the agency shall acknowledge receipt of such form and either
reject the spplicant forhome study or accept the applicant
for home study., Such accepiznce shall be con#itioned on
either the previous or subsequent subzission of an acceptaﬁlg

pedical repert form. ' .

-

(7) An apflicatio: for hoze study shail ocly be rejected based
on & lack of_curfenﬁ veed for foster parents or on the
Ea;is ef infofmation contained in the epplication or ﬁedi:&l
- report ferms. A persom whose zpplicaﬁic:'is not accepted
shzll be advised in writing ef.the reasons for rejection and,
if rejeﬁtion was on the basis of need, such per;on sﬁall Bi
advised that the applicetion shall be kept on £ile and mgf

be reactivated.

(8) A medical report form shall be filed with the agency either

prior to acceptznce for a bome £tudy or after acceptance

——— > - - —— e B mE S A R R S o eow . 4 e
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for a home l:ud‘y, ecndit.’watd wpon uu'bninian of aa

aceepsable ntdiu... report form. The medical report form
shall eover a Pbysical éxacination of the applicant (s)

&nd shall dncluse s written statement frog a physicisn
regarding the fostar f.nn-.ily-‘s geveral health, the absesce |
ef communicable dfsease, infectdon er f1iness cr any
physice] condfsions viich might affect the proper care of o
foster eR{1d. It shall dnclude also the result of an
ingéadazmal tubereulin test and ap additions} report of

chest x-rays where suck test :Ls pusitivn.

'Uhlgss an applicatinn'hzs baen rejected prior te submissiorn

£ the pedical ieport form 4n sccordance with paragraph (7)

- of this Subdivisicn, witkin 15 days of Teceipt of a vedical

report fosr e ageﬁ:-y shall acknowledge receipt of such form
and skall either accept or Teject the applicant for a home

Budy. 4 persex vhose applicabiod is mot accepted based on

ap wnacceptable medical report shall be sdvised 4n vriting

of the rezsons for such rejection,

Authorized egencies shall ecrient 2pplicants wﬁo have been accepted

for & hoze study to:

(1)

The social, fanily, and personal problems that lead to
fanily brWosr aad the ﬁeed for the placement of children;
the proble=s and resctions of children upen separation,
and the fua_ctic:ﬁ and responsibilicy o-f. the foster family 4n

relation to the child tke patural parents, and the agency=

's:aff' the agency policy and practice to have defined goals to'
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achieve permanency for each ehild t;ntering the foster care

. sfste:.; and the suthority of the local socfal services dis-

* O v e e S eSS W -

tricts, the department and Family Court to supervise the

agency's practiecs.

(2) The reguirement wnder Sectfom 424-a of the Social Services
Law to make inguiry to tbe statevide central rvepister of
ehild abuse and maleveatwent to determive 4f the applicesn:

45 the subject of sm ipdicated report of ehild abuse.

(2 The nature of the relationship of agency staff to foster
parents and childven inc.lui:‘.né defizitions of the fimectien
and Tesponsidiliry of the sociel vorkers assigned to the
childres and their fanilies; the fayuhts to foster parects
for care and expenses; tba___n'afini:ibn of foszer fax!ly care,
certifix:ation of the ‘hm.-md the rights and responsibilities .
of 2 foster parent as defiped by a letter of .\maerstanding

" that shall be executed gzt the time of certification..

(e) _Auﬁhorizec'. agéncie.s shall advise applicants at the outset of the
_.hc:e study process that the agency decision to either certify or not
to certify _that: for fo;te:' faﬁy ﬁart will be presented in writing
:;nd_ that ap;alic.a:;s who are rejected will be offered s personal
interview in accordance with parzgraph (1) of subdivi#icm (e) of

this secticn.

(&) Authorized agencies ghall c’xeveldp a record for each foster 'parent



#prifcant whick oball dmélude, but mot mecessarily be

’._ o

lixited go:

{1y The applicazion mnd mediecsl TEPOTE;

(2) Summary of faterviews wish applicaats;

(3) Summsry of sgeney eonference which clarffies
the basis for each decision that affects the
applicent's status with the sgency;

(4) Coplzs of écf?énond&me with the applicant.

(¢) ‘Avthorized agencfes shall eorplete & home gtudy wvithis four

. woaths aftes scceptance of a applicarior enless delays
éceur as a result of elrcumstmces beyond the contrsl af |
the agency or w=less the schedule for fntérvievs vwith the
a??’ifc&n't?_ ig chasged by m;‘u:f.i eonsest &-fvéi:'e"'iﬁiiexuﬁ |
and the agency re’présmt’&ti’ﬁ.— '

(1) Wher e suthorized agency decides to discontinue
a hoze study of to demy cersificatics upon eompletion
6f the homs study, {t shall advise the applicant i
vriting 8¢ the reasons for the egescy's decision asd
shill offer an interview to discuss the ae;is'-i'osu.'

K¢ A plas £6 dfsconzinve a home study or fo demy certifi-
cation for foster fanily care shall Be revieved and
approved by oné er more supervisory 1:’#@.1 persomnel
im:lesé the home ﬁ‘.’:ﬁ'&y was di;doﬂtinued.a: the fegquest
of the applicast. :

(£) A home stiidy shall determiae cmlmce-ﬁith a1t of the criteria

set forth in Part 444 of this Tetle, Aadicimny; the &geney



852ll evaluste the following factors:

(1) Cnzracteér. Each applieznt shall be required to

12)

f:ovidi the agency with the pames of four persons

who may be contacted for references. The sgency shall

seek signed ststezents f£rom these perscns attesting to : %
the applicant’s moral charaster, mature Judgevent, - .
ablliry to manmage finaa:iallresources. and capacity for

developing a mesningful relationship with ehildren. An

ip-person Interview ghall be.held with at least two of

these persons for the purpose of verifying the statement.

Abiliry and Metivstion, The agency shall explere each
eprlicact’'s ability to be & foster perent and shall discgss
the following topies:

(4) Reasoms a ﬁersca seeks to become 2 foster parent;

(i1) THe understaﬁding of the foster pareat role; -

(444) The parscﬁ's concerns and questions ebout foster

care services;

(iv) The person’s psychological resaliness to assume
respopsidbility for a echild;

(v) The agency's role 2ad autbority te supervise the

placement;

' .(vi) The attitudes that each pérson vho would be sharing

living sccommodations with the_chil& in fester care
thas about foster ¢are and thelr cencept of a foster

child's role in the family;

(vii) The awareness of tke fmpact that foster care

—— - ————— TR gL W i e SSemmew - s maem
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sttpunsibi;itiESThsva wpon élnilyflife. rcltzidnshing.:” LR
-and cusTent Yife style; : _
(wiil) z?rinc;'_.ples Telated ¢o the development and V&_-scipling
of chtldres and the nead of each ehild for guidance,
‘8 supportive relazionship, l"appropriatc stizulazion, and
the cppox‘f:unity to fdextify with a parent or. su'*rogatc
whose histery reflects a value system that {s soclally
eons tructive; l
{1x) .A perses’s self-assessment of ﬁis‘fber eapacity to pro-
wvide a ch2l¢ with -a ‘stable and ﬁe.znhg"ful relationship.

() Wben 2 bome gtudy ‘has Been ccxpleted gnd an au..ho-iue agency . in:eads
g 1) c:erti.fy, ‘the egeacy shall:
(1) Arrange for the foster parents to yeview the written Tepors
of the heme _;Study_, exclusive of any statemeat by or baszed
won zaterial provided by %e.‘.‘?.re_n::e.s. with the agency's hme.findgr.
€2). E'_':;m.rage ‘the foster parests to express :ha.ir views on
the -substance of any significant aspect of the written
evaluazion, |
{3) Give foster pareats the :op.pc.:-tuﬁ'iry to enter thelir rezction
o the evaluation .2% .an ~a.da-'ﬁi:3m to the report.
. &) .Arcange for the foster ‘parent and the homsfinger te &ign
‘the evalustfon after it has Bee.n Teviewed and the foster

parent addendum has ‘been zttacheﬁ.
\.‘ )

(h) & certiffcate shall’be Lssued only after the applicant executes the

agreesent required by subdivision () of Sectlon 444.5 of this Ticle.

- - —— e e e ceemmmt  ae is ee - me wmmees - T - . RN -—
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(1) Auvthorized agenciss shall provide training to each eértis;ed

W

)

foster parent o a training program approved by the Department
whbich vill prepare foster pa.re.nts to meet the aﬁe’di of childrea
it their eare so that the best intevests of the children placed
by tbe certifving agency w211 be met.

Authorized agnc.iu. ghall praﬁdg basic information to foster
parents about each ehf1d who .i.s te be placed 4{n the heme . Where
2 chiid is placed on emergency ba::is. such Informatien shall be
provi;dec‘..with.in 30 days of placement, Informetion shall include,
but need met be limited t.a, the fMg tcrpi.é.s:
(1) The estﬁa:eﬂ. lecgsh of time a ;hiié BIY need te be
ip placement and the assu=ptions and knouledge on
~¥hich the estimate 45 based; _
(2) The he.il'th of the child, fncludlng the procedure to
be fol‘.iom;d in obtaining consext for emergency medical
treatoent in accordance with Section 507.5 of this Title;
(3) E=zndicaps or be.ﬁavior problems;
{4) School and f;.du::;:iu:al experiences; .
(5) The re.lation.ship cf the f:hild ané the natural pareﬁts;

(6) Requirements and plans for visftation of and by the

naﬁunl farily, induding p:b%.able location of such visics;

-C7) ~ Placement and d"isi:ha.rga goals.

Authorized agencies shall provide foster parents with the
appropriate forms for malntalning a register of the children placed

in the home as required by Section 380 of the Social Services
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Lav and Section 444.4 of this Tirle.

&uthn’ized agencies shall essure foster parents providing care
Ior 8 ekild thet regular eenfersnpes shnil ;Shenever possible,
be pre-arrenged and .held at a mtnally comvemient tine in the
foster boarding home at less: @very 90 days or at such sha,rte:’
periods as may be regquired Puzsuant tothls title. In addition,
auﬂacrizea sgencies ahall arrange for mniez&nces with fosta-.:

Parents zegarding acute prﬂblm, mz_gans&u e exisis zitva~

_ tions whenever ‘hecessary’ to provide services that are respansive

{=)

(a)

‘to the problems and that prptesct the best interests of the ehild.

Authorized aligenr.ies shall reguire foster care workers to e:ﬁphln

the purpose of each Tegular or evergeacy eonference to the

fozter parent at the begineing of each eonference; and, 4a addition.

at each yegilar .c-cnferancﬁ. identify and diseuss comcemns of the -
foster faz{ly about the cheis 1g Placenent, obtadn an aceoumt of
the child’s adjusiment, relzationskips, and functioning i the

home, school and ecommumicy.

Authorized egencles shall have a written policy and procedurs
governing decisfons te remove a child from a foster faxfly home

ard also provide each foster parent with a eopy'-cf such policy

* and procedure wpen certifica:iun aad at the time of recerzification:

the provisions ehall confom to :he require:am s of Section 431,10

- of this Tftle (Removal from Foster Family cav._-e).'

- - : .
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(o) Autborized sgeacies sbhall) meintrin s record for each approved

<)

(q)

(e)

foster faxily home. %he recerd 2211 dnclude:
(1) The application; |
(2) A suwmmary of the home srudy;

(3) Medfeal reports;

(4) Perscnzl refereaces;

(5) Ageney corfe.s‘pcnde.n:e vith the fanmily;

(6) A placementfaction sheet 1isting nanes of
thfldren placed in the heme, dates of thedr
placenent zzd removal; 7

(7) A sumary of each armual cvaluatiﬁn made pursuant

to Section 444.6 of this Title;

(8) Physicel deszripticn of the home, incloding

allocation of space. -

-~

Authorized agencies shall provideeazh foster family boerdimg
boze with & manual that gpummarizes a1l curren:'agaacy policies
end procedures that have some direct er indirect bezring upon

the role and responsibility ef a foster parent.

Authorized agencies shall swc=arize in the foster fanily bearding
Boze record the actions talken pursuant to a deciston to remove

a child from the home or to a reque#_t from 3 foster fanily to

-'ﬁavc a child remwid.

_Authorized sgencies ‘thall dnform each foster parent of the

procedure for obtaining administrative review of any grievance

or complaint about the sgency policy er practice.

gt
.
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(z) Authorize2 agencies ahall es:abli.:h and maintain a written
‘' procedure mﬂ Practice io: advising fostar Parents of their |

Tighes:
(1) %o have thetr application to adopt a child who
has baeg eontinuonsly dn ghair €ars at least 18
months givaa Prefevence gnd ﬂ.ﬁt esusidererdon
ovar &11 other 8prlicants as provided by Seetlen 3ga, 3
of zhe Social Se.Mms law,
(2) 7o interveaa, &5 @n fateressad party, iz any eu'uz-:
| proseeding fnvolving phe ustody of & child who has
been iz thelfr care for 12 toatimiovs menths er lon;e:.
(3) To be gives aotice &nd a zighs ¢o particizate 4n any
fazfly court review hearing oz 3 ehilg phced volunta*i.‘ly
vho has been fp thetfr cere co'ntinuously for a period

of 18 memths er longer as previded by Sectdion 392.4 of
- the Sociel Services Law, '

() Authorized agencies shall ccwply with the r:quire_.ants of Secrion 378
of the Socdnl Sa“vice.s law Tegarding the mumber of childrzn in
care &2nd with the requirements of Seztion 373 of the Soc:‘.e.'l Service.s
lav witk regard to religious fafeh,

(u) Restricefons nnd J..tz:itaticus A;.thar!.zed agencies ghall not:
{1) pem:!.t persons certified to provide care in a
foster fartly boardiag home, to provide foster fanuy
home care for another ‘ageney without obtaining the .

certifylng agency' 8 uritten comsent and approval for e




| [u:h child er minor to be boarded. ¥%o persen

(2)

&)

shall be cerzified by more thao one suthorized agency;
pérnit use of designated "emergency l.uns"l for sny

foster care purpose other thas emergeney care of children.
An exceptien mzy be proposed by am authorized agency when |
it detemiae.s- suth exception 43 necessary to board a

ehild, £s iz the best !.nte:;est of the ¢hild to effect iixc‘h
boarding arrangement, and 45 cousistent with the bealth,
safery and welfare of the children 1n eare. A report om
the excepticn shall be made by the agency to the Department
for the purpose of review and Farificarion;

initlate aczion to remove a chfl? froc a placement because

of change 4z fa=!ly compositien or circu::s.t&nceslfonowing

cergdfication or recertifica:iéﬁ unless there has been an .

evalustion of the effect of the change wpon the ¢hild or
children and it is detercined that sueh change 45 detrimental

to the best interests of the child or suchk change would

produce a violation of Part 444, the agreement in subdivisicn (h)

of this section or of any statvtoery requirement,

443.4 Supervision. Supervisfon of children placed in foster homes shall be

maintained by the plecing ageacy or its representative through visits

made to the home st least quarterly in the case' of children at board, at

least semf-znnuelly In the case of children &n free homes, or at sueh

shorter pericd as may be required by this Title. A written record of such

visits showing cates and findings of visftatfons shall be kept by the

placing agency. Such supervisfon shall be continued in eack case until

- .
— VT r——— . - — - - o



the child reaches che age

guardianghip,

=15-

of 21 or 45 adcpred or placed under J.egxl
oz mr’r&gd 8T transferred to

Or ethervige discharged,

‘the care of another ageney -
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Part 444 15 bereby repealed and & pev Part 444 45 hereby enacted to Tead as

follous:

 See,
&444.1
- 44d.2

4443

L44.4
444,53
LLL.6
4k, 7

&id.1

PART bk |
REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSED AND CEXTIFIED
FOSTER FAMILY BOARDING BOMES., (STATUTORY

AUTHORITY: SOCIAL SERVICES LAW §20(3) (d),
375, 376, 377, 378 and 37%)

Definitioms

Foster Bomes

Applications and forms
stiste;.,cerﬁificate end lieense to be kept
Requirements for license anl certificate

Annuel renewal of cerzificates ang licenses

Kon~-renewal of certificstes or licenses; involuntary Secertification

Definiriems.
(s) Cerzificate. A certificate to board permits 2n {ndividual
to receive remuneration from am suthorized agency for
-the care at boerd of a.child under the agz_ﬁf 18. Such a
certificzte may be Issued by the public or private authorized

ageacy purchasing such care.

{b) & license to board perﬁits an fndividual to receive remuvneration
_ from a parent or legal guardian, other than a socia} services
district, of 2 child ﬁﬁder the age of 16 for the care at board
of such chf{ld. Such a license may be issued only by a local

‘comnissioner of social services.

Ve e - R R e e s s . B T . - - " - - ew —



£44.3 Foster Bemes.
(2) Except as provided 4z subdiviziea {b) of this section, ac ehild

()

(e)

uznder ghe age of 16, 4n the ease of placezent by a parent .
or legel guardian, or wmder the sge of 18, in the case of plase- -
zent by & public or privaze mechswized ageacy, shall be placed

or received at board for vemummrsriom 4n 8 foster home wnless

such bome 45 certified or lieense? pg provided by the Sorial
Services lawv aad this Titla.

A license or certifieste 3h21) mot be required when ehildren zze
rleced or recedved at boszd with selatives within the second
degree (measured eollaterally), wlch legally sppointed guardisms,
at schools and aecadentes Beeting with the sequirements of the
edueation lavw as to eorpulsory education and at camps operated for
profit fer the accommodasien ef sebool age ehildren during school
vacatiez periods under persits issved by health officers pursuznt
to Chapter 7 of the State Sanitary Code. L

Fo ckild shall be placed iz a foster hode, efther free or at

board wntdl such home has bees visited end careful inguiry made by
the ageney proposing to wmake gueb pPlacement, or its rTepresentetives,
&nd a written report f£{led describing the eonditions and sultabilicy
of the bome and compliance w3tk Tecuiremenss of law, this Title,

and the zules of loca) deparizents of heslsh and socis) services.,

-
-~

44h.3 Applicazisns and féms. {a] liceoses a2 certificates,l pursuant

(b)

to Title 1 of Article § of the Socfal Services law, shell be on

forms provided by the Staze Department of Sociel Services.

Licenses or cert{fieates sEall spex:ify the name and zddress
end the religious fafth, 1f arny, of the person to whom Issueg,
&nd the maxizmum number of chilém_to be boarded, and ;':.ay specify .

“the age and sex of the childres te be cared for at board; and

shall be valid oﬁly for the residence as otcupled at the tine of
2ssue. A lfcense or certificats iséue_d to nain'iér!_ iﬂdividuals
living in the same household must be issued in the nare of both

individuals,



(e)

18-

€e) Licenses. Applicsticn for uume to board ch.udrzn shall

be zade to the Commiasicnes of Scedal Services in and for

the social services district wherein the prenises to berlicenaéd
are located in the zanner prescribed by the fepartment. The
Commissicaer of Soclal Services issuing or reneving amy sguch
license shall, fn aceordance with the &irections ef the department,
transmit a.copy ©F report thereof to the department. Such
1{cease shall be valid for mot more than cne year after date of
tﬁsue byt may be renewved or extended pursuant to the requiremeatc‘

cemtained 4n this Part.

Certificates. Application for certificste to board children shall

be made to the authorized ggency froz which children are to be ’
received upen a form prescribe@_ﬁy tke department or upon a sub-
txtizlly equivalent fors apprévee by the department, The agency
shall meke ; vritten recerd uf.ea:b applicatiem. Su:hlceftificate-
shzll be vslid for no: more than ene year after the date of_ifsue

but may be reneved or extended pursuant to the requiremepnts com=

 tained in this Part.

Belore any license or certifi:a:e shall be izsued, careful invesri-
gatien of npp.ication, including inspection of the premises to be
eccupled, shall be wade and a written Teport filed in the office
to vhich application is made. The investigation and report shall

cover all of the requirements of Section 444.5 of this Part.
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&bd.4 Register, ecertificate gnd license to'be kepe.
v (a) Register: Every -parsnﬁ who raceives, boards, or keeps &ny
ehild wmder license or cereificate shall keep 8 vacord of
each ¢hild 4n & rvegister %o be p..tov:&de'd by the department.’

| | (b} “The register xnd lfcense or eeredficsts 8hall be sceessible
for exazination at a1l yeasomable gimes by the authorized agents
of 2he deparvrent, of the sutherized egency issulng such certificaze
or lieense, and of any incorporated society for the preveasien
©f ervelty to echildren., ILicenses, cercificates, and registers
are the _praperfy of the -.S.tate aad ot of the persoen to vhom
dssued, &nd she.n be delive:e:! vpen demand to the issuing .gency

when repewsd, disccm:inue.d o revokzd

444.5 Requirenents for license and ,ce:’atifgicatg.. _
{2) Menders ;ﬁf the househsle of the foster fzmfly shall meet the

Afo-nm.-in_g requirementgs:

(1) Age. Each f§_s-tu parent must be over t,he.:a,g'e of 21;

(2) Eealth. Each meuber of the household of the foster fﬁﬂy
shall be In good physical and mental health and free
from comaumicable diseases. ‘However, phrs{cal handicaps
or illness of foster pareats or members of their bousehold
shall be a consideration only &s tbef affect the abllicy
to provide adequate care to foster 'ch;ldreh or zay affect
#n fodividusl child’s adjustment to the foster fanily. Ceses
shall be evaluated t;n &2 Individual 'basis.\d'th' a##ist&ncﬁ of

3 neaical ctonsultant when indfeated, A \.;r'itte.n report from a

. . -
T TR ccemn o wor s e+ = 0 hm it & mpew t aen mom s s . . . -
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physician en the health of a femily inclvding a complete
physical exarminatien of the applicant shall be f£iled with

tbe agepcy ipitially anéd armually thereafeer. Additional
reports shall be furnished cpen requasé. Such veports shall
conforz to the standards set forth 4n sublivision (a) of
section 443.3 of this Title.

Ezployment. Eoployment of a foster parent outside the home shall
be perzitted wben tbere are suitable plans for the care and
supervisfon of the chfld at all times :Lﬁcluding after school
and during the suzmer. Such plems shall be made part of the
foster fex{ly record and shall receive prior egency apprcu.l..
wless only enme of the two foster parents are vcrﬁing cutside

the home.

Marital Status. The merital status of ao spplicast shall be

& factor in detercinirg whether or pot a license or certificate

shall be grazted omly as 4t affects the ability to provide
adequate care to foster children._ but changes in naritﬂ
status of holders of certificates or licenses shall be reported

to the authorized agency and existing licenses or certificates

- shall be revoked and new certiffcates Issued consistent with

the best interests of the child,

(b) Foster family boarding bomes shall meet the followving physical plant

e s ey —— g — .

requiremeats: o

(1) Thysical facilitfes of the foster home shall be in good

condftion and present mo hazard to the health and safety

of children,
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Foster homes: sBal) Be dn substameial eszplfance with .
all spplicable provisicss of state emd: local Yaws,
ezdinsnces, Fules and vegulatiems.

The physieal spece, eonstruction, and madntenance of
eack fogter Rewe and prenises phall 'Be 1o good repair
sad lé.em‘ in a suffielently e.‘lea: &0¢ sanitary condicton
ac that the physical well belng as w1l as 2 reasonable
degree of physical eomfort {3 assured the members ef the
foster family. .

Foster homes shz1l have separate badrooms for children. of

the opposite sex over four yesrs of age.

Kot more thas thres p’-zésx_:msﬁ shall eccupy any bedroon where

children at board slesp. '

Every. slee;ing roox oeewyied by ehildren at board shall
have good natural Yighe &ud ventiletion anid sh2)l have one or
more n'indcus opening directly to outside zir. Beds shall '

'be 8¢ #rrazged as to perzit free circula:ion of sir under

Bedroonws shall Eave sufficfent space to ensure privacy for

children and to store personzl possessioms.

¥o bed shalt be locited &n in any unfinished artie,. ‘basement, '

stairhall 6T ToOm covmonly used for purpases other than

' aleeping. _ e




(9.

(610))

(11)

(12}

13
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Ro child above the age of three years shall gleep

in the same Toom with ab adult of opposite sex,

Zach child cared for at board shall have a separate bed
or erib. Childrén shall mot sleep together in the seme bed

vith sn adult. Sleepiasg rooms shall provide at least

. 45 square feet of floor space for esch bed or erib and beds

or eribs must be at leagt two feet apert, snd.there ghall

be a ninimm of two fee; elezrance for passage betveen
furniture. Bumk beds ﬁay be used, but pot in rooms too small
te acco=modate the same ecapacity in single level beds, Each
bed or erih shall be of such size as to dosure comfort of the
¢hild, shall have suitadle springs in good conditien, a cleas
and conferiable mattress, with waterproof cove:in;. i£ necéed.

and suitable covers adequate to the seasom.

The home shall be sftusted in & meighborhood with sufficient

cozrunity resources to meet 3 child's anficipl:ed social,

educational, recrestional and relicious needs,

There shzll be 2n sdequate and accessible supply of water of

satisfectory sanitary quality for drinking and household use.

rﬁhter from wells, sPringl or other private sources ghall be

protected against contsmimatfcm. There ehall be provision

for hot water for vashing and bathing.

The dwelling ghall be effectively screened against flies and

‘other iné:ct:.
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(14) Beating ‘@pparatus shall be safe ang adequate go muu

28 temperature of 82 least 68 degrees 4n the ‘home, -

€15) Adeguate 'éaﬁh‘in; telle: and davatory fa:ilit.ies. 1nc1udi.ng
&y ouszide aoilar.s 0T privies shall be Provided and kept
in sanirary cendizion,

(36)  The bome shall be free of f£irq hazazds and shall be equipped

.wit.h &t least one susks dztectar. _

V‘CFI:':') ¥No eartified ar'l'iiee;nfsad foster parent ghall zene mm
| te lodgers or bosrders T recelve and care for maternity
cases, ‘excep;t 25 part of the foster care progran, or reseive
or care fcr convalescent cases or conduct any business on
the. Prexises which mighe n&versuy zifect the velfare of
thildren,

(e} Cereifiad or licensed foster parents sh2ll execute an agreement
| s:ip-ul.a“ing that the foster faxily boerding home Parest will:s
f(l) Ezadle ehildren recedved at board to mingle freely and
on equal foating with pther ckfldren 4p the household
and Lz the eo=2uaity and to be accepted as members of
the hoﬁs_ehol'd 2nd share 4n 'i';-s .-ple‘asure.s and Tesponsibilities,
2 4rrange for dﬁ'ldren of school age te attend school regulgu:-

A% requ‘red 'by the Education law,

{3). Never leave .cﬁi&re.n vnder the age of 10 Years alone vi:hout
- ,ccmpetent adult supervisian nor children &bove t.hat agt
exr.ept a8 nipgke teasm‘sly be done 'l:y a prudent. parent in_

case ©of his own ehildren,
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Rever use 3 foster faxily boarding home to care for

noﬁe thao two Infants under twvo yesrs of age, ipsluding
the foster parents' owa children, except £n those cases
vhere the foster parents have demonstrated tha eapacity to
do 80 and 8 &ibling group uunld othervise have to be

separated.”

Supply ehfldren with £ood of good quality, properly prepared

&nd served at vegulsr hours ané sﬁf;‘ic.ien: in quanticty. With
duve consideration te their a2ge and special peeds, children

shall joir at table 4n the meals ef the household.

Reep the clothimg of children provided by the agency, parent

. or foster parest in prepes condition of repair and cleanliness;

endeavor te provide childres with 2 sufficlent quantity of

' clothi.:?g, adapted to seasonzl conditions, and of such styl;
- and quality as mot to distinguish them fro= other children
dn the community.

Provide for each chiléd at board individual tollet arcicles

suitable to his 2ge, such as comd, toothbrush, towels amd

 washeloths, and {ndividual draver and closet space.

Provide & suitaﬁle,' well lighted place for.children of achool
age for hoze stﬁdy.

Racognize and r'espect the religious wishes of f.he natuzal

- parents of children in care and endeavoy r' protect and preserve

thelr religfous faith.

c-— - .. e - -
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(10) Endeaver 2o eooperate with' the agescy staff {a the:
impleveatation or xeviev of each ehiid's service oz
- discharge plan: sod to marn‘:--thmmcy; of aoy- &dden: B
or event that affeces 9:.'—axrdfe.:t’; he- &ilér"ie---adjmm;.,-
. . bealth, safery, or well balag and/or may Bave some- M:m;

wpon: the eurrent servite:plim.

(11). Provide a family.aticsplere of aceceptance; Kindness, and
wmderssanding and’ endsaver gor Five:eack illd the: suppezt,.
attestion; and recognitlen: thar factlitates adjustoment. to: ehe

home: and” that: promotes: the: ghf1d%s noreal devel opment;.

(12) Permit =x avthiorized’ Tepresenzazive of the: agency to eater . |
the howe: o {avestigate: {o: good faith a foraal complaint.
Tegarding care: of the: foster ehf)é: ‘

(13)" Inforw'the agency of acy chacges in marftal’ status; family
cc:'.'ﬁgo-&"'it'fbn;i' oT pumber: of pezsans’ residing I the home: a::‘d"f:. o

any cﬁﬁugg.sa in: the: physfead” factiistss: coeprisiag: the: fbs-_tt‘r: _

}:;‘ . .. ‘

(&) The agreement: requited pursvant to. subdivision: (&) of this: sectien:
shall fnclide & statement: of ¢k preference of foster pare.zn:sw as’
required under subdiviston I-u: of Séction: 374 of the: Social’ Services:
Lav-and: a: s.:tni.t’.é.m'&n‘.tz' of the- foster: p@rant‘-z righits: provided under

' Sectfon 431,107 of thls: Title..

(=) Ei'c:ep;tibﬁ's@ to: the: provislons: of this Part, other:than statutozy:

requirements;. may be proposed by sn- authorfzed: agency vhen: it

e
-



44b.6 Asnual remewal of certificates and licenses. Agency practice and procedure
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deterzines that such excepticn 45 pecessery to bosrd a child,
45 42 the best interest of the ghild ¢o effect such boarding
arrangemest and is consistens with the health, safety and welfare

of the thild. Any exception, bowever, 2hall be tentative omly
Vand subject to zeview and zatiffearfon by the Department. He

boarding arrangement zhall be mede prior to sucth review. Upon
such review, should it be determined that the exception is mot

pecessary or inm the best interest of the ¢hild to be bozrded, wpon

notice thereof to the agency, the Department shall disapprove the
pmpo'sed arTangement. A report, with the reasomn for each such
exception, shall be made by the agency upon forms prescrided by

the Department.

for armual renewval of a c.err.iiic.:ﬁ or license to board ehildren ghaill

include:

(a)

&)

()

A vrirten evaluatiocz of the home = fzz{ly that uses the
eriteria for certification or license as specified in this

qu: and in Part 443.

A vritten evaluation of the eare provided children 4n the hewe

and the working relationship of the foster parents with the agency.

A written statement from a physiclan sbout the foster family's
health conforming to t'he. standards set forth in Part 443 of

this Title. .

An oral reviev of the evaluztfcn with the foster parent before the

certificate or license 15 reneved.




$44.7 Bon-remewal ef eertificstes or Ueanses; dzvelmeary decesedficasiom.
:ﬁsmy practice zod procedure fo: owmm:l of a certificate oF
1tewnse or for imvoluntary decerrification 8hall dnclude:
(a) Advisisg the foster parants before the expivation dsee
of the eercificate or 1lcense that ghe agency doss mot
plan re-sercificarive. The reassos for such aection shall
be specified dn » latter postmstked at least 20 days Mw—al
the expiration date. Decertification shall be Based won:
failure to meet one or more af the erfteris for Yeemsure o
certificatfion. Noa-resewsl of & person eurrently Ycensed or
eertified may be based wpom such fxlluve or uvpor lack of peed
for a foster home wishy 1ts particular characteristics,

(b) Advising the foster éarmts that the sgeocy plans o Secercity
+ them. The Teasons’ fer sush actien sghall Be s—p‘e:iﬂe&- in a letter
postmarked at least 20 days befere the date of decertificatiem.

.f"c)f Arranging for the foster patent to meet with an official of the
agency to review the declsfen and the reasons for the ggency

deciston,

{d) Vhem there s a failure to meet one or wore of the erfteria required
' f’orf licensure or c‘ert.;‘ifi'catfm', but it is determined that ém-'
C¢inulty of the foster fanily relationships and o-ﬁg_ai‘ng_ care of
the child fn the hiove is fa the child’s best fnterest snd s not
' 4ncensfstent with the baalth. nfety ad welfare of the child, an .

exceﬁtion' may be wade in the ssme maoner snd upon the szae conditions

as for an Inftia) certificate or Yicense as speciffed in subdivision (e)

| - of Sectfon 444.5 of this Titla,




