Paragraph (19) of subdivision (c) of section 421.24 is amended to read as follows:

     (19)  The social services official on an annual [a biennial] basis in a written notification must remind the adoptive parents of their obligation to support the adopted child and to notify the social services official if the adoptive parents are no longer providing any support or are no longer legally responsible for the support of the child.  Where the adopted child is school age under the laws of the state in which the child resides, such notification must include a requirement that the adoptive parents must certify that the adopted child is a full-time elementary or secondary student or has completed secondary education.  For the purposes of this paragraph, an elementary or secondary  school student means an adopted child who is: (i) enrolled, or in the process of enrolling, in a school which provides elementary or secondary education, in accordance with the laws where the school is located; (ii) instructed in elementary or secondary education at home, in accordance with the laws in which the adopted child’s home is located; (iii) in an independent  study elementary or secondary education program, in accordance with the laws in which the adopted child’s education program is located, which is administered by the local school or school district; or (iv) incapable of attending school on a full-time basis due to the adopted child’s medical condition, which incapacity is supported by annual information submitted by the adoptive parents as part of this certification. 
Subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of section 428.3 are amended and a new subparagraph (v) is added to read as follows:
     (iii) educational and/or vocational training reports or evaluations indicating the educational goals and needs of each foster child, including school reports and Committee on Special  Education evaluations and/or recommendations; [and]
     (iv) if the child has been placed in foster care outside of the state, a report prepared every six months by a caseworker employed by either the authorized agency with case management and/or case planning responsibility for the child, the state in which the placement home or facility is located, or a private agency under contract with either the authorized agency or other state, documenting the caseworker’s visit(s) with the child at his or her placement home or facility within the six-month period; and 

    (v) the child’s transition plan prepared in accordance with the standards set forth in section 430.12(j) of this Title.

Paragraph (6) of subdivision (c) of section 428.5 is amended to read as follow: 
     (6) description of contacts with educational/vocational personnel on behalf of the child, including, but not limited to, contacts made with school personnel in accordance with sections 430.11(c)(1)(i) and 430.12(c)(4) of this Title;  
Subparagraph (viii) of paragraph (10) of subdivision (c) of section 428.5 is amended to read as follows:
     (viii)  any information acquired about an absent or non-respondent parent that is in addition to information recorded pursuant to section 428.4(c)(1) of this Part, [and] the results of an investigation into the location of any relatives, including grandparents of a child subject to article 10 of the Family Court Act or section 384-a of the Social Services Law, and the efforts to identify and provide notification to grandparents and other adult relatives in accordance with the requirements of section 430.11(c)(4) of this Title;

Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of section 430.11 is amended to read as follows:

(1)(i)  Standard.  Whenever possible, a child shall be placed in a foster care setting which permits the child to retain contact with the persons, groups and institutions with which the child was involved while living with his or her parents, or to which the child will be discharged.  It shall be deemed inappropriate to place a child in a setting which conforms with this standard only if the child’s service needs can only be met in another available setting at the same or lesser level of care.  The placement of the child into foster care must take into account the appropriateness of the child’s existing educational setting and the proximity of such setting to the child’s placement location.  When is it in the best interests of the foster child to continue to be enrolled in the same school in which the child was enrolled when placed into foster care, the agency with case management, case planning or casework responsibility for the foster child must coordinate with applicable local school authorities to ensure that the child remains in such school.  When it is not in the best interests of the foster child to continue to be enrolled in the same school in which the child was enrolled when placed into foster care, the agency with case management, case planning or casework responsibility for the foster child must coordinate with applicable local school authorities where the foster child is placed in order that the foster child is provided with immediate and appropriate enrollment in a new school; and the agency with case management, case planning or casework responsibility for the foster child must coordinate with applicable local school authorities where the foster child previously attended in order that   all of the applicable school records of the child are provided to the new school. 

Subparagraph (viii) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of section 430.11 is amended, subparagraph (ix) is renumbered as subparagraph (x) and a new subparagraph (ix) is added to read as follows:
     (viii)  if the child has been placed in a foster care placement a substantial distance from the home of the parents of the child or in a state different from the state in which the parent’s home is located, the uniform case record must contain documentation why such placement is in the best interests of the child; [and] 

      (ix)  show in the uniform case record that efforts were made to keep the child in his or her current school, or where distance was a factor or the educational setting was inappropriate, that efforts were made to seek immediate enrollment in a new school and to arrange for timely transfer of school records; and
     (x) if the child has been placed in foster care outside of the state in which the home of the parents of the child is located, the uniform case record must contain a report prepared every six months by a caseworker employed by the authorized agency with case management and/or case planning responsibility over the child, the state in which the home is or facility is located, or a private agency under contract with either the authorized agency or other state documenting the caseworker's visit to the child's placement within the six-month period. 
Paragraph (4) of subdivision (c) of section 430.11 is added to read as follows:

    (4) Within 30 days after the removal of a child from the custody of the child’s parent or parents, or earlier where directed by the court, or as required by section 384-a of the Social Services Law, the social services district must exercise due diligence in identifying all of the child’s grandparents and other adult relatives, including adult relatives suggested by the child’s parent or parents and, with the exception of grandparents and/or other identified relatives with a history of family  or domestic violence.  The social services district must provide the child’s grandparents and other identified relatives with notification that the child has been or is being removed from the child’s parents and which explains the options under which the grandparents or other relatives may provide care of the child, either through foster care or direct legal custody or guardianship, and any options that may be lost by the failure to respond to such notification in a timely manner.  The identification and notification efforts made in accordance with the paragraph must be recorded in the child’s uniform case record as required by section 428.5(c)(10)(viii) of this Title. 
Paragraph (4) of subdivision (c) of section 430.12 is amended and renumbered paragraph (5) and a new paragraph (4) is added to read as follows:

(4)  Education. (i) Standard. The social services district with care and custody or guardianship and custody of a foster child who has attained the minimum age for compulsory education under the Education Law is responsible for assuring that the foster child is a full-time elementary or secondary school student or has completed secondary education.  For the purpose of this paragraph, an elementary or secondary school student means a child who is: (a) enrolled, or in the process of enrolling, in a school which provides elementary or secondary education, in accordance with the laws where the school is located; (b) instructed in elementary or secondary education at home, in accordance with the laws in which the foster child’s home is located; (c) in an independent study elementary or secondary education program, in accordance with the laws in which  the foster child’s education program is located, which is administered by the local school or school district; or (d) incapable of attending school on a full-time basis due to the foster child’s medical condition, which incapability is supported by regularly  updated information in the child’s uniform case record. 

    (ii) Documentation. The progress notes for each school age child in foster care must reflect either the education program in which the foster child is presently enrolled or is enrolling; or the date the foster child completed his or her compulsory education; or where the child is not capable of attending school on a full-time basis, what the medical condition is and why such condition prevents full-time attendance.  The social services district must update the progress notes on an annual basis to reflect why such medical condition continues to prevent the foster child’s full-time attendance in an education program.  On an annual basis, by the first day of each October, the education module in CONNECTIONS must be updated with education information about each school age foster child in the form and manner as required by the Office. 
(5) [(4] Discharge planning. (i) Standard. For any child age 18 or under who is discharged from foster care, the district [shall] must consider the need to provide preventive services to the child and his or her family subsequent to [his] the child’s discharge. 

    (ii) Documentation. The uniform case record form to be completed upon discharge of the child [shall] must show either the recommended type of preventive services and the district’s attempts to provide or arrange for these services, or the reasons why these services are deemed unnecessary. 
Subdivision (j) of section 430.12 is added to read as follows: 
(j)   Transition plan
Whenever a child will remain in foster care on or after the child’s eighteenth birthday, the agency with case management, case planning or casework   responsibility for the foster child must begin developing a transition plan with the child 180 days prior to the child’s eighteenth birthday or 180 days prior to the child’s scheduled discharge date where the child is consenting to remain in foster care after the child’s eighteenth birthday.  The transition plan must be completed 90 days prior to the scheduled discharge.  Such plan must be personalized at the direction of the child.  The transition plan must include specific options on housing, health insurance, education, local opportunities for mentors and continuing support services, and work force supports and employment services.  The transition plan must be as detailed as the foster child may elect. 
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