RURAL AREA FLEXIBILITY ANALYSIS

1. Types and estimated number of rural areas:

Social services districts in rural areas and voluntary authorized agencies contracting with such social services districts to provide foster care services to children will be affected by the proposed regulations.   There are 44 social services districts in rural areas and approximately 100 authorized agencies in rural areas.

2. Reporting, recordkeeping and compliance requirements and professional services:

Authorized agencies are currently required to submit their agency’s restraint policy to OCFS at least once every two years.  The proposed changes to the restraint regulations would not change the frequency or content of the reporting requirement or create any new requirements.
3. Costs:

The proposed regulatory changes would not impose additional costs on regulated parties.  


4. Minimizing adverse impact:

The proposed changes to the regulations addressing when a child in residential care may be restrained would eliminate the threat of property damage as a basis for doing a restraint, but in practice the authorized agencies already refrain from using restraints purely to avoid property damage, so the change should have minimal impact.  
5. Rural area participation:

Potential changes to the regulations governing use of restraints have been discussed on a number of occasions with representatives of social services districts, authorized agencies, including those that serve rural communities, and the Council of Family and Child Caring Agencies.  Drafts of earlier versions of proposed changes were shared with them for review and comment.  Their input was incorporated into the proposed regulations.
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